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FOREWORD

In the popular estimation the Empress Joséphine
is crowned with a halo of goodness which makes the
task of her biographer one of peculiar difficulty. The
aversion which many feel towards Napoleon is not a
little due to what they conceive to be the cruelty
with which he treated the woman who for fourteen
years was the companion of his glory. The writer of
this book holds no brief either for the prosecution or
the defence. He wants to draw a portrait—not to
pronounce a judgment: his object is to depict
Joséphine as she was, and he leaves the reader to
decide as to her goodness.

WALTER GEER
NEW YORK, October, 1924.
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On the outer rim of the Caribbean Sea, in the middle
of the chain of the Lesser Antilles, between the
British possessions of Dominica and St. Lucia, lies
Martinique, the birthplace of Joséphine. The island is
only forty miles long, by twenty wide, and its area of
less than four hundred square miles makes it about a
third the size of the smallest state in the Union. A
cluster of volcanic mountains in the north, a similar
group in the south, and a line of lower heights
between them form the backbone of the island. The
deep ravines and precipitous escarpments,
culminating on the north in the massif of Mont-Pelé,
are reduced in appearance to gentle undulations by
the drapery of the forests. The few miles of country
between the watershed and the sea are traversed by
numerous streams, of which nearly fourscore are of
considerable size, and in the rainy season become
raging torrents.

At the southerly end, a lateral range, branching
from the backbone of the island, forms a blunt
peninsula bounding on the south the beautiful low-
shored bay of Fort-de-France, on which is located the
city of the same name, formerly known as Fort-
Royal, the capital of the island. On this peninsula,
directly across the bay from the capital, is the little
hamlet of Trois-Ilets, where Joséphine was born.
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By some authorities, Martinique is said to have
been discovered by Columbus in 1493, the year of
his second voyage, but it was not until 1635 that
possession was taken by the French Compagnie des
Iles d’Amérique. During the next hundred years,
Martinique had a full share of wars. It experienced
several revolutions of different kinds, and was
attacked on numerous occasions by the British and
the Dutch, but always without success. It was finally
captured, however, by Rodney in 1762, and was only
returned to France, by the Treaty of Paris, in the
following year, a few days before the birth of
Joséphine. Like Napoleon, therefore, she had a
narrow escape from not being born under the French
flag.

In 1726, there landed in Martinique a noble of
Blois, named Gaspard-Joseph Tascher de la Pagerie,
who, like many others, came to seek his fortune. He
belonged to an old family which could trace its
origin back at least to the middle of the fifteenth
century. His great-grandfather had established
himself in Blois in 1650, after having sold his
seigneurie of la Pagerie, of which, however, his
descendants continued to use the name. His
grandfather, retired with the grade of captain of
cavalry, exhausted his last resources, in 1674, in
recruiting a squadron of the noblesse of Blois. He left
only one son, Gaspard, who, in spite of his good
marriages, did not succeed in restoring the family
fortunes. Gaspard left two sons, of whom the
younger rose to considerable prominence in the
Church. The elder, named Gaspard-Joseph, after his
grandfather, was a mauvais sujet. To escape a life of
genteel poverty at home, he decided to try his
fortunes in the New World. Little is known of the
early years of his life in Martinique, but four years
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after his arrival, he presented to the Council a
request to have his titles registered, in order to
preserve his rights and privileges as a member of the
noblesse. On account of the many formalities, and
the delays in hearing from France, this matter
dragged along over a period of fifteen years. In the
meantime, in 1734, he married a young woman of
good, if not noble, family, who brought him a
considerable dot. He was not at all successful in his
business ventures, however, and was finally obliged
to take a clerical position. By his marriage, he had
five children, two sons and three daughters; but we
are only interested in the elder son, Joseph-Gaspard,
and the eldest daughter, Désirée.

In 1752, Joseph-Gaspard, who was then seventeen
years of age, left Martinique to take a position as
page in the household of the Dauphine, Marie-
Joseéphe of Saxony, the mother of the future King
Louis the Sixteenth. This place had been secured for
him by the Abbé de Tascher. After passing three
years in France, he returned to Martinique with a
brevet commission as sous-lieutenant in the Navy.

At this time, thirty years after the arrival of
Gaspard-Joseph on the island, the family was living
in a state of abject misery, without money or social
position.

In April 1755, in a period of entire peace between
the two nations, an English fleet of ten vessels, under
the command of Admiral Boscawen, captured two
French battle-ships near the south coast of
Newfoundland. It soon became evident that plans
had been laid by the British Government to attack all
the French colonies. In this emergency the King,
Louis the Fifteenth, had need in the Islands of an
officer of force and intelligence, and on the first of
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November 1756 he appointed Francois de
Beauharnais as governor and lieutenant-general of all
the French possessions in the West Indies.

The new governor, although only forty-two years
of age, had a record of twenty-seven years of
distinguished service in the Navy. Notwithstanding
the fact that most of this period was passed at
Rochefort, his native place, and that he had seen no
active service, he was very highly esteemed for the
efficiency with which he had always discharged the
duties of his various positions.

Monsieur de Beauharnais, (who was not made a
marquis until eight years later), belonged to a family
of the noblesse de la robe, rather than of the sword.
He was the eldest son of a naval captain, Claude, and
of a Mlle. Hardouineau, whose mother had married
for her second husband the then Marquis de
Beauharnais. As nephew of one and grandson of the
other he was later to bear the title and to succeed to
the hotel in the Rue Thévenot, in Paris, where the
marquis died in 1749.

When Francois de Beauharnais landed in
Martinique, as governor, in May 1757, he was
accompanied by his young wife, whom he had
married six years before. She was his cousin, and had
brought him a large dot. He also had a small income
of his own which he had inherited from a bachelor
uncle. They had had two sons, of whom only one
was then living—Francois, born the previous year.

What possible point of contact could there be
between this grand seigneur, arriving as master in
Martinique, rich with his income of 100,000 and his
salary of 150,000 livres, and these Taschers living in
misery in a corner of the island?
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As above stated, Gaspard-Joseph had three
daughters, and in some unknown way he was
successful in obtaining for the eldest, Désirée, a
position in the household of the governor, as an
upper servant or demoiselle de compagnie. Once
installed in the mansion it did not take her long to
secure a dominating influence over the governor and
his wife, and her favor was in no way diminished by
her marriage to an ordonnance officer of M. de
Beauharnais, Alexis Renaudin, a young man of good
family and connections. But it required all of the
authority of the governor to arrange the matter, as
the Renaudins objected strongly to the match—not
so much on account of the lack of dot, as because of
the general discredit of the Taschers. Finally, M.
Renaudin pére died, and the mother gave a reluctant
consent.

After her marriage the power of the young
Madame Renaudin seemed to increase from day to
day. A good husband was found for one of her
younger sisters, a command in the militia for her
father, and a place on the governor’s staff for her
brother.

The administration of M. de Beauharnais proved a
failure. Charges of such gravity were made against
him in France that he was recalled from his
government, and only saved from disgrace by the
influence of powerful friends at home. By this time
his infatuation for Madame Renaudin was so great
that he was reluctant to leave Martinique, and the
interesting condition of his wife served as an excuse.
On the 28 May 1760, another son was born, who
received the name of Alexandre. Still M. de
Beauharnais lingered on the island, and it was not
until the month of April in the following year that he
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and his wife finally sailed for France, with the
inseparable Madame Renaudin in their suite. In order
not to expose the young Alexandre to the hazards of
the voyage, he was left behind, in charge of Madame
Tascher meére.

Before the departure of M. de Beauharnais, he
arranged yet another marriage for the Tascher
family, and on the 9 November 1761, Joseph-
Gaspard, the former page of the Dauphine, led to the
altar Mlle. Rose-Claire des Vergers de Sannois. She
was descended from the old noblesse of Brie, and
belonged to one of the most highly considered
families in the colony. Rose-Claire, who was born in
August 1736, had already passed her twenty-fifth
birthday, and was very glad to find a husband. The
marriage, which was celebrated before the curé of
Trois-Ilets, was not honored by the presence of any
of the dignitaries of the colony. Even the father of
the groom was not present, for some unknown
reason.

From this marriage there was born on the 23 June
1763, a daughter, who five weeks later received in
baptism the names of Marie-Joseph-Rose: this was
Joséphine.

During the three following years, Mme. de la
Pagerie had two more daughters: Désirée, born the
11 December 1764, who died at the age of thirteen;
and Francoise, born the 3 September 1766, who died
at the age of twenty-five.

At this point we find a confusion in the records
which it is not easy to explain. Under date of the 5
September 1791, there is an entry of the burial of
Marie-Joseph-Rose. There is also in existence a
document of questionable authenticity from which it
would appear that a demoiselle Tascher gave birth
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the 17 March 1786, to a daughter who was adopted
by Mme. de la Pagerie, and was given a dot of
60,000 francs by the Emperor Napoleon twenty-two
years later, on the occasion of her marriage. In the
certificate of baptism of this child, the mother may
have borrowed the name of her sister Joséphine, who
was certainly in France at that date, and the same
name quite naturally might be used in her burial
certificate. In any case, there is no possible doubt as
to the personality of Marie-Joseph-Rose, nor as to the
date of her birth. But this confusion of names and
dates enabled Joséphine, when she wished to appear
younger at the time of her second marriage, to claim
that she was born in 1766.

The Treaty of Paris, which ended the struggle
between England and France, was signed on the 10
February 1763, but the news did not reach
Martinique until the end of the following month. The
French fleet, charged with taking possession of the
island, arrived the middle of June, and the white
banner of the Bourbons was hoisted once more, just
a week before the birth of Joséphine.

In the meantime, in France, M. de Beauharnais,
through the support of powerful friends at Court, had
succeeded not only in having suppressed the record
of his unsuccessful administration, but in securing a
pension of 12,000 livres, the rank of chef d’escadre,
and the title of marquis. At the same time he also
obtained a small pension for M. de la Pagerie.

Madame Renaudin, after passing a short time in a
convent, openly took up her residence with the
marquis, both in the city and the country, and his
wife, who seems for a long time to have been blind
to their relations, left Paris to live near her mother at
Blois. From time to time, she made short visits to the
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city, and it was on one of these occasions that she
died, in October 1767.

Madame Renaudin was now in full control of the
situation, and to consolidate her power she began to
lay plans for the future.

The pension of 450 livres which M. de la Pagerie
had obtained from the Court proved very useful
when he was practically ruined by the great storm of
August 1766, which, combined with an earthquake,
devastated Martinique, throwing down houses and
destroying plantations. On the Tascher estate nothing
was left standing except the sugar refinery, to which
the family fled for shelter. In this building, altered so
as to make it habitable, the family continued to live
for the next twenty-five years. Aubenas visited the
place in the middle of the last century, when it was
not much changed since the days of Joséphine’s
childhood. The village Trois-ilets then contained
about fifty frame houses, and a small church, in
which was the family vault of the Taschers. The
plantation was located about a mile beyond the
town, and the description of Aubenas is interesting:

The homestead is situated on a slight eminence,
surrounded by larger hills, only a few steps from the
sea, although it is out of sight, and even out of
hearing. From the extent of the buildings still
standing, and the ruins which the eye can make out,
it is possible to judge the former importance of the
estate, one of the largest in this once flourishing
quarter of the island. The dwelling-house, originally
constructed on a large scale, has become since the
storm of 1766 a simple wooden structure. Next
comes the sugar-mill with its circle of heavy pillars
and its huge roof of red tiles of native manufacture.
A few paces from the mill is the refinery, a large
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building, over forty yards long by twenty wide. On
looking at the monumental solidity of this structure
it is possible to understand how it withstood the
terrible storm. During the years which followed, the
building was adapted to shelter the Tascher family. A
low gallery was added on the southern side, and
rooms were fitted up in the upper part until a new
dwelling-house could be erected. Built on the slope
of the hill were the huts of the negroes, and round
about were the sheds and other buildings used in the
manufacture of the sugar.

Amid such surroundings the future empress and
queen passed the years of her childhood, with no
society except that of the slaves, and no culture
intellectual or moral. When she was ten years of age
she was sent to the school of the Dames de la
Providence at Fort-Royal, where she remained four
years. Her education was then thought to be
complete, and she returned to Trois-ilets. In fact she
had received little more than a primary-school
training, with a few lessons in music and dancing.

At this time Joséphine was far from being the
finished coquette that she became later on. She had a
good complexion, fine eyes, pretty hands and feet;
but her face was full, without marked traits, her nose
relevé and ordinary, her figure heavy and ungraceful.
Her mind was hardly cultivated, but to the convent
she owed at least quite an elegant penmanship, with
an orthography not much worse than that of most of
her contemporaries. She had a slender voice, and
sang to the accompaniment of a guitar. In character,
she was very sweet, submissive to authority, very
amiable, always ready to do any one a favor; and
such she remained all her life.

While Joséphine was passing her childhood at
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Trois-ilets, the boy Alexandre de Beauharnais was
living at Fort-Royal with the elder Madame Tascher.
It was not until two years after the death of his
mother, towards the end of the year 1769, that his
father arranged to have him brought back to France.
At that time he was over nine years of age. There is a
record of his baptism, under date of 15 January
1770, on the parish registers of the church of Saint-
Sulpice at Paris. His godmother was the “haute et
puissante dame Marie-Euphémie-Désirée Tascher de la
Pagerie, épouse de M. Renaudin, écuyer, ancien major
de lile de Sainte-Lucie.”

In order to complete his education, which had
been much neglected, Alexandre was placed with his
brother in the Collége du Plessis, founded by the
great Cardinal Richelieu, which at that time was the
rival of Louis-le-Grand at Paris. Later the boys were
sent for two years, with their tutor Patricol, to the
University of Heidelberg to learn the German
language.

In 1774, Francois entered the army, and Patricol
was engaged by the Duc de La Rochefoucauld as
preceptor for the two sons of his sister, Rohan-
Chabot, and he took Alexandre with him. It thus
happened that the most impressionable years of the
boy’s life were passed in the ducal chateau of Roche-
Guyon.

During all these years Madame Renaudin never
lost sight of him. She made every effort to secure
over the son the same influence which she exercised
over the father. In the plans which she had formed
for the future, Alexandre held the principal réle. The
resources of the marquis were very limited, and the
expenses of the household were paid largely from the
income of the fortune which the boy had inherited



33

Napoleon and Josephine : $b The rise of the empire

from his mother. This money Madame Renaudin
intended if possible to keep in the family.
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CHAPTER TWO

1779-1790
MARRIAGE AND SEPARATION

Alexandre de Beauharnais Enters the Army—
Madame Renaudin Plans for His Marriage—
The Marquis Writes M. de la Pagerie—
Joséphine Takes Her Sister’s Place—She
Arrives in France—The Contract Signed—The
Marriage—Life in Paris—Birth of Eugéne—
Alexandre Sails for Martinique—Birth of
Hortense—Alexandre Repudiates Joséphine—
He Returns to France—Refuses a
Reconciliation—A  Separation Arranged—
Joséphine’s Sojourn at the Panthémont—
Residence at Fontainebleau—Voyage to
Martinique

When Alexandre de Beauharnais was sixteen years of
age, in December 1776, he received through the
favor of the Duc de La Rochefoucauld a commission
as sous-lieutenant in his regiment of the Sarre-
infanterie. At this time he abandoned the courtesy
title of chevalier, then given to the younger sons of
noble families, and assumed that of vicomte, to
which he had no wvalid claim. Dressed in his
handsome new uniform of white cloth, with facings
of silver-gray, the young vicomte proceeded to
Rouen, where his regiment had just arrived in
garrison. Here he went through his military
exercises, and perfected himself in mathematics and
horsemanship. At this time he was far from thinking
of marriage, but he did not know the plans of that
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“high and mighty dame,” his godmother.

When he returned home to pass a six months’
leave of absence, Madame Renaudin played her cards
so well that Alexandre readily assented to her ideas,
in order more quickly to enjoy his fortune. On the 23
October 1777, the marquis wrote the following letter
to M. de la Pagerie:

“Each of my children has at present an income of
forty thousand livres. It is in your power to give me
one of your daughters to share the fortune of my
chevalier. The respect and attachment which he has
for Madame de Renaudin make him ardently desire
to be united to one of her nieces. I assure you that I
only acquiesce in his wishes in asking you for the
second, whose age is the most suitable for him.

“I deeply regret that your eldest daughter is not a
few years younger: she certainly would have had the
preference, for I have formed an equally favorable
opinion of her; but I must admit that my son, who is
only seventeen and a half years old, thinks that a
young lady of fifteen is too nearly of his own age.
There are occasions when sensible parents are forced
to yield to circumstances.”

As Alexandre, besides the income of 40,000 livres
from the estate of his mother, had expectations of
25,000 more, the marquis did not request M. de la
Pagerie to furnish any dot. He only asked that the
father make haste to bring his daughter to France; or,
if he could not come himself, to send her with a
trustworthy companion, by a commercial vessel, as
“she would have a more comfortable and agreeable
voyage.”

When this letter of the marquis reached
Martinique, the second daughter of M. de la Pagerie,
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Désirée, was dead, of a malignant fever, at the age of
thirteen; and the youngest daughter, Francoise, was
not yet twelve years old. In January, the father
writes that, in default of the second daughter, he is
willing to offer the third, but that it would be better
to accept the first. He says that she (Joséphine) has a
very fine complexion, and very beautiful arms, and
that she is very anxious to go to Paris.

Madame Renaudin’s plan was that Alexandre
should marry one of her nieces: she did not care
whether it was the youngest or the oldest. Therefore,
without wasting time in vain regrets over the death
of Désirée, she wrote her brother, in March 1778,
“Come with one of your girls, or two; whatever you
do will be agreeable to us. We must have one of your
children.”

In reply to this letter, M. de la Pagerie wrote, the
last of June, that his youngest daughter had been ill
for three months, and was in no condition to travel,
and that he would bring Joséphine. When received,
in September, this information was communicated to
Alexandre, who was then stationed with his regiment
near Brest, and he accepted the substitution with
good grace, though with little enthusiasm.

Before M. de la Pagerie could sail, however,
France and England were again at war, and his
departure was delayed for more than a year. Finally,
in October 1779, Madame Renaudin received a letter
from her brother, announcing that he and his
daughter had arrived at Brest, after a terrible voyage,
and that he was detained there by illness. She at
once set out with Alexandre to join them.

This was the first encounter between Alexandre
and Joséphine since their childhood days, as she was
only six years old when he left Martinique. To judge
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by his letters to his father at this time, he was far
from enthusiastic over his Creole fiancée. He said
that she was not as pretty as his father might expect,
but that the sweetness of her character surpassed
anything that had been said of her.

The party of four travelled slowly to Paris, where
they arrived the middle of November, and joined the
marquis in his hotel, Rue Thévenot, where he was
just installed. The banns had already been published
three times in Martinique in April, and they were
now published again in Paris. Madame Renaudin at
once occupied herself with ordering the trousseau,
for which she expended the large sum of twenty
thousand livres.

On the 10 December the contract was signed at
the hotel of the marquis in the presence of all the
male members of the family, no ladies being present!
Of the family of the bride, there was present, aside
from M. de la Pagerie and his sister, only a very
distant cousin.

As Alexandre had so large an income, the marquis
did not make any settlement on him at the time of
the marriage. The dot of the bride was furnished by
her aunt. Besides the trousseau, already mentioned,
Madame Renaudin gave her a house at Noisy-le-
Grand, in the vicinity of Paris, which she had
purchased in October 1776, for the sum of 33,000
livres, and had furnished at a further cost of about
30,000 livres. To use the expression commonly
employed by ladies in those days (and perhaps
since), when they did not care to state from what
source their money was derived, these funds were
doubtless the “proceeds of her diamonds.”

Three days after the signing of the contract, on the
13 December 1779, the marriage was celebrated in
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the church at Noisy, in the presence of nearly the
same persons who witnessed the signing of the
contract. No woman signed the register!

Immediately after the marriage, the young couple
took up their residence in the sombre hotel of the
marquis in Paris. For the young Creole it was a sad
change from the brilliant sunshine, the entire liberty,
and the dolce far niente of the Antilles. The
Beauharnais had few friends in Paris, and Joséphine
had not even an acquaintance. In the spring,
Alexandre returned to his regiment at Brest, and
Joséphine remained in Paris with her father-in-law,
her aunt, and her father, who was still ill.

Returning to Paris, when his regiment was ordered
to Verdun, Alexandre made no effort to introduce his
wife in society. He thought her awkward and
ignorant: even worse, she seemed to him plain,
devoid of grace and tournure, with ridiculous ideas of
conjugal love, tenderness and jealousy. He had
married to be free to enjoy his fortune, and he had
no intention of being tied down to his wife. It was
difficult enough to secure entry to the Court for
himself alone, and he owed his position there mainly
to the fact that he was a fine dancer. He could never
hope to introduce a wife who had neither money,
nor friends, nor social position. In fact, despite the
legends to the contrary, Joséphine was never
presented at the Court of Marie-Antoinette.

While Alexandre visited from chéteau to chateau,
his wife continued to lead the same quiet, uneventful
life at Noisy or at Paris. On the 3 September 1781,
she gave birth in the hotel, Rue Thévenot, to a son,
who the following day was baptized in the church of
Saint-Sauveur, and received the name of Eugéne.

The first of November, Alexandre left Paris for a
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trip to Italy, from which he did not return until the
end of July. For a short time after his return, he was
more attentive to his wife, but the improvement in
their relations did not last long. One who knew him
well has said that he was “d’une grande coquetterie
avec les femmes,” and such he remained until the
end of his life. Joséphine was naturally of a jealous
temperament, and she certainly had reason enough
to “faire des scénes.”

Alexandre was hardly back a month in Paris
before he was thinking of leaving again. At that time
M. de Bouillé, the governor of the Windward Islands,
was in France with the object of persuading the
Government to authorize an expedition against the
English. Warmly supported by his old patron, M. de
La Rochefoucauld, Alexandre tried, but in vain, to
secure the position of aide de camp to Bouillé. He
was so determined to leave, however, that on the 26
September 1782 he sailed for Martinique as a simple
volunteer, having obtained an indefinite leave of
absence from the Minister of War. He arrived at the
island in the month of November, but found no
chance to distinguish himself, as the war was
drawing to a close. The preliminaries of peace were
signed the 20 January 1783, and all hostilities ceased
in the Antilles as soon as the news was received.

On the 10 April 1783 a daughter was born to
Joséphine in the new hotel of the marquis, Rue
Saint-Charles, and was baptized the following day as
Hortense-Eugénie. In the certificate the father is
described as “Vicomte de Beauharnais, Baron de
Beauville, capitaine au régiment de la Sarre,
actuellement en Amérique pour le service du Roi.”

At that time it took at least two months for a letter
to go from Paris to Martinique, and Alexandre did
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not receive the news before the middle of June. After
waiting three weeks, he wrote Joséphine as follows:

“If I had written you in the first moment of my
anger, my pen would have burnt the paper ...; but for
more than three weeks I know, at least in part, what
I wish you to understand. In spite then of the despair
of my soul, the rage which suffocates me, I shall
know how to restrain myself; I shall know how to tell
you coldly that you are in my eyes the vilest of
human beings; that my stay here has enabled me to
learn of the abominable life you led here; that I
know, in the fullest particulars, your intrigue with M.
de B., officer of the Régiment de la Martinique, also
that with M. d’H....; I know finally the contents of
your letters and I will bring with me one of the
presents you made... I do not ask you for
repentance: you are incapable of it; a person who,
while making her preparations to depart, could
receive her lover in her arms, when she knows that
she is destined for another, has no soul; she is lower
than all the coquines on earth.... What can I think of
this last child, born more than eight months after my
return from Italy? I am forced to accept it, but I
swear by the Heaven which enlightens me that it
belongs to another, that it is the blood of a stranger
which flows in its veins.... Make your own
arrangements accordingly; never, never, will I put
myself in a position to be abused again, and as you
are a woman to impose on the public if we live under
the same roof, have the goodness to retire to a
convent, as soon as you receive my letter; it is my
last word, and nothing on earth can make me change
it. I will go to see you on my arrival in Paris, once
only: I wish to have a talk with you and to give you
something.”
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It is impossible to read this letter without feeling
that Alexandre at the time sincerely believed that he
had been wronged by Joséphine both before and
after their union. During his stay in Martinique, he
had begun, as usual, to “courir les femmes,” and had
formed a liaison with a young woman who was an
enemy of the Taschers, jealous of the fine marriage
which Madame Renaudin had arranged for her niece,
and ready to employ all means to disturb the peace
of the family. It was from her that Alexandre
obtained the information as to Joséphine’s early love
affairs.

After arranging to meet his mistress in Paris,
Alexandre sailed the middle of August, and arrived in
France six weeks later. He found awaiting him at the
port letters from his father and Madame Renaudin,
attempting to bring about a reconciliation. En route
for Paris he wrote Joséphine that he was surprised to
learn that she was not yet in a convent, and that his
decision was unalterable. On receiving this letter at
Noisy, Joséphine rushed to Paris, to meet her
husband on his arrival, but Alexandre did not go to
his father’s house.

Every possible effort was made by the marquis
and Madame Renaudin to effect a reconciliation, but
the vicomte remained inflexible. After a month of
fruitless attempts, Joséphine retired, with her aunt,
to the Abbaye de Panthémont, Rue de Grenelle, and
early in December began a formal action for
separation. In her complaint she sets forth in the
greatest detail the existence which she has led; the
indifference of her husband, who in nearly three
years of married life has passed less than ten months
with her. In conclusion she states the formal refusal
of her husband to resume their life in common, and
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files a copy of the letter quoted above, which
constitutes her principal grievance against him.

It is certain that if Alexandre had any proofs of the
misconduct of Joséphine subsequent to their
marriage, he would not have hesitated at this time to
bring them forward. The allegation regarding
Hortense is disproved by a simple examination of the
dates. As for the other charges, fifteen months later
he voluntarily and explicitly withdrew them. In
March 1785, he met Joséphine in the office of his
notary and consented formally to a separation. All
the provisions of this act are greatly to the honor of
Joséphine, and prove conclusively that there was no
basis for the grave charges Alexandre had made
when under the spell of an ignoble woman.

Joséphine was to live where she pleased; to
receive from her husband an allowance of 5000
livres a year; to have the custody of Eugene until he
was five years old; to keep Hortense, for whose
maintenance her father was to pay 1000 livres
quarterly in advance until she was seven years old,
and 1500 livres after that age. Alexandre further
agreed to pay all the legal expenses of the suit. Such
was the end of this famous action, from which
Joséphine carried off all the honors of war.

The sojourn of Joséphine at Panthémont was of
great advantage to her in every way. The Abbaye
was like an immense furnished hotel, of the highest
respectability, open only to women of “la premiére
distinction,” and there Joséphine for the first time
had an opportunity of meeting women of her own
social rank. She was received as the Vicomtesse de
Beauharnais, an unfortunate, irreproachable young
woman, the victim of a cruel husband.

For a woman of the world, Joséphine already
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possessed two of the essential requisites: she was a
coquette and she knew how to lie. In these two
respects, her husband undoubtedly had a grievance
against her. And to these two qualities, Joséphine
adds, by the faculty of assimilation which is one of
her strongest traits, that physical education which in
a new society is to place her in a class by herself.
Little by little a transformation is effected in her
personality, which changes the heavy and awkward
Creole into a being delicate and souple, a being
desirable above all, who knows how to attract and to
hold. From every point of view this retreat of fifteen
months was profitable to her.

On leaving the Panthémont early in 1786
Joséphine, at twenty-three years of age, found herself
free, with an income of 9000 livres for the support of
Hortense and herself. At this time she sold the estate
at Noisy, and with the proceeds she bought at
Fontainebleau a little house, where she went to live
with her aunt and the marquis. They had a few
friends in that locality, and in their society the days
passed pleasantly. At that time the Court was obliged
to practice the strictest economy, and for two years
the royal hunt was abandoned.

In September 1786, under the terms of the act of
separation, Eugene was sent to his father, who
placed him at school. Hortense was brought home
from Chelles, where she had been for two years with
a nurse, and was at once inoculated, by orders of the
marquis, who was a great believer in all innovations.

Abandoned at twenty-three years by her husband,
whose liaisons with other women were open and
notorious; attractive, passionate, extremely coquette,
is it probable that Joséphine did not have a lover?
Several names have been mentioned in this
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connection, but we have no proofs. All we know is
that in June 1788 Joséphine suddenly sailed for
Martinique, taking Hortense with her. None of her
biographers has ever been able to find a satisfactory
explanation of this voyage. It has been surmised that
it was either for the purpose of concealing the results
of her imprudence, or else was on account of the
pressing need of money. But, if the latter, was it not
easier to await at Fontainebleau the remittances from
her father, who acted as agent of the marquis, than
to go three thousand miles in search of them? In
default of any documents we are reduced to
conjectures, and with our knowledge of Joséphine
can only imagine one of two reasons: debts or love.
The biographers friendly to Joséphine attribute her
journey to the former cause; but it is rather strange
that her enemies have not seized on the fact that
Decres, writing by Napoleon’s orders in 1807, spoke
of “the demoiselle of eighteen years, whom Madame
de la Pagerie has adopted.” Had this girl, known as
Marie-Bénaquette Tascher de la Pagerie, been really
only eighteen years of age at that time, she must
have been born early in 1789, that is to say during
this visit of Joséphine, and not in March 1786, as
stated in the document of doubtful authenticity
already mentioned. Therefore, on the ground of date
alone, there was no reason why “Marie-Joseph-
Rose,” as stated in the certificate, could not have
been the mother, instead of Marie-Francoise.
Turquan, who is always unfriendly to Joséphine,
does not hesitate to insinuate that Joséphine had a
daughter during this visit to Martinique in 1789, six
years after her separation from her husband, and
gives as his authority a study of M. Frédéric Masson
upon Joséphine avant Bonaparte, published in the
Revue de Paris. This girl, Marie-Bénaquette, was
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married in March 1808 to the private secretary of the
captain-general of Martinique, a Monsieur Blanchet,
and her dot of sixty thousand francs was provided by
the Emperor, doubtless at the request of Joséphine.
The whole episode is a curious one, to say the least.

Whatever her motive may have been, Joséphine
was in great haste to leave France at the earliest
possible moment. Finding on her arrival at Havre
that the government vessel which she had expected
to take could not sail for two weeks, she engaged
passage for Hortense and herself on a private ship,
and sailed at once.

The voyage was pleasant and rapid. Arrived at
Martinique Joséphine went directly to Trois-ilets,
where she remained nearly two years. We have no
record of this visit, but her life must have been very
dull. The family was very poor, and both her father
and her sister Francoise were ill.

Her father died in November 1790, two months
after Joséphine’s departure, and her sister a year
later.
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CHAPTER THREE

1789-1794
THE REVOLUTION

Beauharnais Elected to the States-General—
Joséphine  Returns from  Martinique—
Alexandre, President of the Assembly—Flight
of the Royal Family—End of the Constituent
Assembly—Alexandre Rejoins the Army—
Promoted and Made Commander of the Army
of the Rhine—His Disgraceful Failure—His
Resignation Accepted—Joséphine at Paris
and Croissy—Alexandre at Blois—Both
Arrested and Confined in the Carmes—
Execution of Alexandre

On the 5 May 1789, the States-General assembled at
Versailles, and Alexandre de Beauharnais was one of
the members. He had presented himself to the
noblesse of Blois as a candidate for the place of one
of the two deputies to be elected by that bailiwick,
and was chosen almost unanimously through the
influence of Lavoisier. This was the fermier-général
Lavoisier, member of the Academy of Sciences.
Established only twenty years at Blois, he had
acquired by his liberality a great popularity. He was
the real head of the electoral assembly, of which he
was chosen secretary, and it was he who drafted the
cahier des doléances.

This memorandum of grievances, which Alexandre
was charged to support, was wholly inspired by the
doctrines of Rousseau, and was the most
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revolutionary of any presented to the King.

Beauharnais was faithful to his mandate, and on
his arrival at Versailles he ranged himself with the
minority of the Noblesse—the Forty-seven—beside
Aiguillon, La  Fayette, Lally-Tollendal, La
Rochefoucauld and the Duc d’Orléans.

On the night of the 4 August, when feudal rights
were abolished, and “every man generously gave
away what he did not own,” Alexandre took a
leading part. In recognition of his attitude on this
occasion, on the 23 November, after the Assembly
had moved to Paris, Beauharnais was chosen one of
the three secretaries, with Aiguillon as president.

While Alexandre was thus playing one of the
principal roles in the Constituent Assembly, the
island of Martinique was in a state of turmoil. There
was open war between the whites and the blacks.
Tascher, the wuncle of Joséphine, who was
commandant of the port at Fort-Royal, was elected
mayor; there was a collision at Saint-Pierre between
the two parties, and fifteen blacks were killed. The
garrison of Fort Bourbon revolted, and Tascher was
made a prisoner by the rebels. The governor was
compelled to evacuate, not only the capital, but also
the forts which defended it. Complete anarchy
reigned on the island.

Joséphine was advised by her friends to leave, and
she sailed for France on the 4 September 1790 on the
frigate Sensible. Her departure was so hasty that she
sailed almost without any changes of clothing, and
during the voyage was thrown upon the charity of
the officers of the ship for toilet necessities for
herself and Hortense. She landed in France early in
November, and went directly to Paris, where she
lodged at the Hotel des Asturies, Rue d’Anjou.
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At this time Joséphine seems to have made
another effort to bring about a reconciliation with
her husband, but without success. Alexandre
continued to live at the hoétel of the Duc de La
Rochefoucauld, and Joséphine took an apartment in
the Rue Saint-Dominique.

The summer of 1791, Joséphine and her children
were with the marquis and Madame Renaudin at
Fontainebleau. Here she learned of the election of
her husband as president of the Assembly, on the 18
June. Two days later occurred the flight of the royal
family to Varennes. The announcement was made by
Beauharnais, in opening the session of Tuesday the
21 June, and the Assembly remained in permanent
session until the afternoon of the following Sunday.
During this period Alexandre, by force of
circumstances, was the personage the most en vue in
France, the head of all authority. The King was
suspended, and the President of the National
Assembly, for the moment, was sovereign. When his
son Eugéne was seen in the streets of Fontainebleau,
the people cried: “Voila le Dauphin!”

It was a strange turn of the wheel of fortune
which thus brought face to face the Marquis de
Bouillé, the distinguished soldier of the Antilles, the
last royal governor, who arranged the flight to
Varennes, and this Beauharnais, who a few years
before had vainly solicited the favor of being his aide
de camp. One had been a valiant soldier, whose life
had been devoted to his king and country: the other
had never seen any active service, and his brief
existence, up to the present time, had been a mixture
of scandal and futility. In this encounter, by the
irony of fate, it was the veteran who lost, and the
carpet-knight who won.
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The last of September the Constituent Assembly
came to an end. As the retiring deputies, by an act of
rare and imbecile disinterestedness, had declared
themselves ineligible for election to the new
Legislative Assembly, they were all forced to retire to
private life. Alexandre set out at once for Loir-et-
Cher, where he was named member of the
administration of the department. At this time he
bought some national property in the vicinity of
Ferté-Beauharnais, of which he seemed to consider
himself the sole owner since the emigration of his
brother. But the exercise of his new civil duties was
brief. Since the 25 August he had been on the rolls of
the general staff, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel,
and early in December he received an order to join
the 21st division to which he was attached.

The former president of the Assembly certainly
took his time about entering upon his military duties,
for he remained in the country until the last of
January, and then came to Paris, where he devoted
another month to arranging his affairs. At this time
he was successful in securing a pension of 10,000
livres for his aged father. Finally he set out for the
headquarters at Valenciennes.

When hostilities began in April he was attached to
the Third Corps, commanded by Maréchal de
Rochambeau in person. He took part in the first
operations, and personally sent to the Military
Committee of the Assembly an account of the rout at
Mons.

For such distinguished services, Alexandre was
promoted the last of May and assigned to the Army
of the North under Maréchal Liickner. He continued
to correspond with the Assembly, to describe the
smallest skirmishes, and to give his impressions of
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events. He was one of the first to accept the
revolution of the 10 August, and was rewarded on
the 7 September by being promoted to major-general
and named chief of staff of the new army in course of
formation at Strasbourg.

The year 1792 came to an end without the Army
of the Rhine making any forward movement. During
the first months of the following year, Beauharnais
was still in Strasbourg, or that vicinity: his name
occurs in no reports. The 8 March he was promoted
to be lieutenant-general; and on the 13 May, when
Custine was made commander of the Army of the
North, Beauharnais succeeded him as general-in-
chief of the Army of the Rhine.

In June, after the fall of the Girondins, Alexandre
was summoned to Paris, to succeed Bouchotte as
Minister of War. This nomination displeased the all-
powerful Commune of Paris, which denounced
Beauharnais as an aristocrat, and he wisely declined
the appointment.

By this time the public was beginning to realize
that General Beauharnais was more fond of writing
than of acting. Mayence was besieged, and the
commander of the Army of the Rhine had something
more important to do than to compose addresses.
The last of June he finally set his 60,000 men in
motion, and advanced on the enemy. As usual, he
reported in the greatest detail the slightest
skirmishes, but did nothing to effect the relief of
Mayence, which after a brave defence was forced to
capitulate on the 23 July. He then insulted the heroic
defenders of the city by a proclamation to his army,
in which he said: “No one could expect a surrender
so long as the Republicans had any ammunition or
bread.” At the same time he wrote the Jacobins of
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Strasbourg that the club ought to demand of the
Convention the heads of the traitors of Mayence and
send them to the King of Prussia!

He then ordered his army to retreat to the lines of
Wissembourg, and sent in his resignation, on the
ground that, as a member of a proscribed caste, it
was his duty to remove any subject of disquietude
from the minds of his fellow-citizens. Without any
authorization, he left his army and went to
Strasbourg. It was a grave error thus to abandon his
post in the face of the enemy, at a moment when
Custine was on trial, Dillon under arrest, and all the
generals of noble birth subject to suspicion.

On the 21 August, his resignation was accepted, in
terms which for all time must cover his name with
opprobrium. He was ordered to retire at once to a
distance of fifty miles from the frontier, to a place of
residence of which he would inform the Convention.
So ended the inglorious military career of Alexandre
de Beauharnais.

From October 1791 to September 1793, except for
visits to her aunt at Fontainebleau, Joséphine passed
all her time in her Paris apartment. Then, on account
of the new law regarding “suspects,” she found it
desirable to have a domicile outside the city, in order
to obtain a certificate of civisme (good citizenship).
For some unknown reason, instead of using
Fontainebleau, she decided upon Croissy, a village
on the Seine about ten miles from Versailles. Here
she sub-leased a house from Madame Hosten, a
Creole friend from Sainte-Lucie, who lived at Paris in
the same hotel, Rue Saint-Dominique. She had a
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daughter of about the same age as Hortense, and the
mothers had become intimate friends. The 26
September 1793, the Citoyenne Beauharnais
presented herself at the municipality of Croissy to
make her declaration, and two days later she was
joined by her son Eugene, who came from his school
at Strasbourg. In her declaration there is no mention
of Hortense, but this was probably only an oversight.
Mlle. de Vergennes, who passed this summer of 1793
at Croissy, states that it was then that she made the
acquaintance of Hortense, who was three or four
years younger than herself. At this time, Joséphine,
to prove her civisme, placed Hortense with her old
nurse Marie Lanoy at Paris, as an apprentice to learn
dress-making, and Eugene was articled to one
Cochard, a carpenter, who was the national agent of
the commune of Croissy.

This attack of civic fever, however, did not
prevent Joséphine from seeking society, and
extending her acquaintance among the residents of
Croissy. Among the friends she made at this time
were: Chanorier, through whom she afterwards
bought Malmaison; Mlle. de Vergennes, who as
Madame de Rémusat was to be her dame du palais;
and Réal, who was to become Councillor of State,
commandant of the Légion d’honneur, comte of the
Empire.

During the month of January 1794, armed with
her certificate of civisme, Joséphine returned to her
apartment in Paris.

Leaving Strasbourg so precipitately that he had
not time to take with him his carriages and horses,
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Alexandre proceeded directly to his home at Ferté.
From there he made haste to write the Jacobin Club
of Blois to announce his early visit. On his first
appearance, however, he was greeted with insults.
He made a spirited reply, and thought that he had
saved the situation. Reassured, he leased a small
house in the city, and endeavored to gain the good
will of his neighbors. At the same time he opened
correspondence with his wife: in the face of their
common peril, a kind of intimacy was established
between them. In the meanwhile he was elected
mayor of the little commune of Ferté.

But Alexandre was not to enjoy very long his quiet
life in the country. On the 2 March 1794, by order of
the Committee of General Security, he was arrested,
and conducted to Paris, where, on the 14 March, he
was confined in the Carmes. On the 19 April, by
order of the same Committee, Joséphine was also
arrested, at Croissy, taken to Paris, and placed in the
same prison. The old convent of the church of Saint-
Joseph des Carmes, its walls still stained with the
blood of the September Massacres, is standing to-day
in the Rue Vaugirard close by the Luxembourg and
the Odéon. At that time, it was one of the most
insanitary prisons of Paris. It was cold, damp, dirty;
infested with vermin; poorly ventilated, and badly
lighted.

However, the society was excellent, although
rather mixed. Grands seigneurs and grandes dames
were mingled promiscuously with domestics and
artisans.

There Joséphine was thrown again with her
husband, and there seems to have been a good
understanding between them, but nothing more.
Alexandre conceived a great passion for Delphine de
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Custine, while Joséphine engaged in a violent
flirtation with General Hoche, who entered the
Carmes at about the same time.

Every possible effort was made by Alexandre and
Joséphine to secure their liberty. Through Eugéne
and Hortense, who were allowed to visit their
mother, communication was kept up with the outside
world. Joséphine’s surly pug dog, Fortuné, which
was not noticed in the crowd, carried letters placed
under her collar.

The case against Alexandre, however, was too
strong for him to hope for acquittal: his military
career, his neglect to relieve Mayence, his desertion
of his post, made a record hard to defend. On the 22
July, he was taken to the Conciergerie. Realizing that
it was the end, as he passed Madame de Custine, he
handed her as a farewell present an Arab talisman
mounted in a ring which he always wore on his
finger.

Alexandre faced death bravely. In those days, if
few knew how to live, all knew how to die. Without
trial, without testimony, without pleadings, without
verdict, he was hurried to the guillotine in a batch of
fifty-five victims.

It was the 5 Thermidor. Four days more!
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CHAPTER FOUR

1794-1795
AFTER THE TERROR

Paris During the Terror—The Fall of Robespierre
—Joy of the Prisoners—Joséphine Set Free—
Her Behavior in Prison—She Returns to
Croissy—Her Relations with Hoche—Her
Financial Difficulties—Her Banker, Emmery—
Her Love of Luxury—Her Intimacy with
Madame Tallien—Their Similar Tastes—
Thérésia Abandons Tallien—Joséphine’s New
Home—She Places Her Children in School—
Paul Barras—His Political Prominence—His
Liaison with Joséphine—His Court at the
Luxembourg

No words can depict the conditions in Paris during
the “Great Terror,” which began in March 1794, and
ended with the fall of Robespierre on the 27 July.
The Law of the Suspects kept the prisons packed; the
guillotine was constantly employed: the whole nation
appeared doomed to the scaffold. The final seven
weeks between the 23 Prairial (11 June) and the 9
Thermidor were horrible. It was nothing more nor
less than a massacre: in the course of these forty-five
days 1376 heads fell in Paris. “Fear was on every
side; drawing-rooms were empty; wine shops were
deserted; the very courtesans ceased to go to the
Palais-Royal, where virtue now reigned supreme. The
Convention was well-nigh deserted; the deputies had
given up sleeping at home.”
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When the head of Robespierre fell under the
guillotine, a mighty shout of joy went up from the
one hundred thousand beings massed in the Place de
la Révolution. In the popular estimation, Robespierre
had been the incarnation of the Terror, therefore his
downfall meant the end of the Terror. No such
thought had been in the minds of Barras and Tallien
when they struck down the dictator, but they were
not slow to take advantage of this reaction in public
opinion.

The joy of the populace, however, was nothing in
comparison with the delight of the reprieved
prisoners who had been hopelessly awaiting death.
The daily roll-call had ceased: it was never to be
heard again. While the tumbrils conveyed to the
scaffold the dreaded instruments of the Terror—
Fouquier and the judges and jurymen, the former
captives were daily set free. At the same time a
hundred thousand “suspects” issued from their
hiding places. Their joy was beyond words: “It was
as if they had risen from the tomb, or been born into
life again.”

Joséphine was one of the first of the prisoners to
gain her liberty: ten days after the fall of
Robespierre, on the 19 Thermidor (6 August), she
left the Carmes. One of her companions in
misfortune has drawn a sketch of her behavior in
prison which is not wholly flattering: “She was
pusillanimous in the highest degree.... She passed her
time in telling her fortune with cards, and in
weeping in public, to the great scandal of her
companions. But she was naturally affable, and does
not this trait make us oblivious to many qualities
which are lacking? Her tournure, her manners, her
voice above all, had a particular charm; but it must
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be admitted that she was neither magnanimous nor
frank; the other prisoners pitied her for her lack of
courage.”

Nevertheless, Joséphine was very popular: “When
the prisoners heard her name pronounced, they
applauded furiously.” With that grace which never
left her, “she made her adieux to each one, and left
amidst the good wishes and blessings of all.” It has
been stated that she owed her prompt liberation to
Madame de Fontenoy, the future Madame Tallien,
“her companion in prison,” but Thérésia was
confined in La Force and not at the Carmes.
Joséphine had other friends, however, who were not
less powerful: Hoche, who left his prison on the 4
August, Réal, Barrere, Tallien—to mention only a
few of the names. Tallien himself always claimed the
honor, and to him Eugene gave the credit at a later
date.

But very little is known of the life of Joséphine
during the twelve months following her release from
prison. As the seals were still attached to her
apartment in the Rue Saint-Dominique, she probably
passed the autumn of 1794 in her house at Croissy.
Barras states in his Mémoires that on leaving the
Carmes she became the mistress of Hoche. If so, the
liaison must have been very brief. Hoche was
transferred to the Conciergerie the middle of May,
and was set free only two days before Joséphine.
Twelve days later he was appointed, general-in-chief
of the Army of the Cotes de Cherbourg, and left Paris
to take up his new command not later than the first
of September. At this time he seems to have been
very much in love with his young wife, from whom
he had been separated almost immediately after their
marriage in February, by being ordered to the Army



Napoleon and Josephine : $b The rise of the empire

58

of Italy, and later by his imprisonment. Admitting
that he carried on a lively flirtation with Joséphine
during the few weeks that they were thrown together
in the Carmes, it seems much more probable that
Hoche passed with his bride the short period that he
was in Paris at this time.

Futhermore, it is absurd to attempt to draw any
conclusions as to this liaison from the fact that
Hoche gave Eugeéne a position on his staff. The
general had been in close relations with Alexandre in
the army, and these ties had been drawn closer by
their confinement in the same prison. What then
could be more natural, than the wish of Hoche to
relieve the burden of his friend’s widow by assuming
the responsibility of her son? This also is his own
explanation of the matter in a letter written to the
marquis two years later, after the second marriage of
Joséphine.

There is no doubt, however, that during these
twelve months Joséphine was in great financial
difficulties. She had on her hands the lease both of
her Paris apartment and the house at Croissy. Her
father had left his affairs in great confusion, and the
difficulty of getting money from Martinique was
further increased by the war with England. In
February 1794 the English had taken possession of
the island, and the Tascher estate was in the hands of
the enemy. In France the property of her husband
had been confiscated by the Government.

The expenses of Joséphine’s household at this time
were quite heavy. She had three domestics: the
nurse, Marie Lanoy; the maid, Agathe Rible; and the
valet (officieux), Gontier. She not only paid them no
wages, however, but even borrowed their little
savings. Her principal resource was a M. Emmery, a
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banker at Dunkerque, who for many years had had
business relations with the Taschers.

This Emmery had been colonel of the National
Guard, deputy to the Legislative Assembly, and
mayor of Dunkerque. During the Terror he was
imprisoned, and only a serious illness saved him
from the guillotine. In the Year Three (1794-5) he
was again elected mayor, and resumed his commerce
with the Antilles. For a period of three years he had
advanced to Joséphine the funds of which she had
need.

On the first day of January 1795, Joséphine writes
her mother that without the aid of her friend
Emmery she does not know what would have
become of her. She urges Madame Tascher to remit
to her, either through London or Hambourg, all the
funds at her disposal, not merely the income, but
also the capital sum. Her mother seems to have done
her best, but the remittance was only moderate in
amount. Joséphine then drew on her mother a sight
draft for one thousand pounds sterling, writing her at
the same time, how important it was for her to meet
the draft, as the money was due to friends who had
already advanced it to her. In the meantime she
succeeded in having the seals removed from her
apartment, and recovered possession of her effects.
She also managed to have turned over to her the
silver and books left by Alexandre in his country
house, and was paid by the Government the sum of
ten thousand livres on account of the furniture which
had been sold.

From these few details it is possible to judge how
precarious was the life of Joséphine during the
greater part of this year. But with the small
remittances she received from Martinique, with
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money which she borrowed on every side, with bills
which she contracted everywhere, she somehow
managed to exist; and her life was far from being
devoid of luxury. She was not a woman to walk, and
must have a carriage, which she hired by the month.
She had not yet worked out the combination by
which she obtained, in June 1795, from the
Committee of Public Safety, a carriage and two
horses in exchange for the horses and equipages
which Alexandre had left with the Army of the
Rhine. She was fond of flowers, and could not live
without them. Her toilettes, which were quite
modest, included such items as a piece of muslin at
500 livres, two pairs of silk stockings at 700 livres,
and a shawl at 1200 livres. But let not the reader be
amazed at these figures: a thousand livres assignats
then represented only about fifty-three livres in gold.

At this time Joséphine was on very intimate terms
with Madame Tallien, the most beautiful woman of
her day. Thérésia was the daughter of Francis
Cabarrus, a famous banker and finance minister of
Spain. In 1788, at the age of fourteen, she was
married to the elderly Comte de Fontenoy, a
councillor of the Parlement of Bordeaux. During the
early days of the Revolution, her wit and beauty
made her a favorite in the salons of Paris. Later she
attempted with her husband to join her father in
Spain, but they were arrested at Bordeaux as
suspects. At that time Tallien was exercising all the
rigors of the Terror in the department of the Gironde.
He thus met Thérésia, fell in love with her, and
released Fontenoy on condition that he should apply
for a divorce. She then became at first the mistress
and later the wife of the proconsul. After the Reign
of Terror, and the dictatorship of Robespierre, the
woman-hater, the new régime found its incarnation
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in this woman of easy morals! It is a curious fact
that, after her divorce by Tallien in 1802, she
married Prince de Chimay, and became the mother
of a son who espoused Emilie, the daughter of
Napoleon and the lovely Madame Pellapra. She was,
so far as known, the only daughter of the Emperor.

There were many points of resemblance between
Joséphine and Thérésia. Both had the same tastes,
the same desires, the same love of luxury. Neither of
them had any moral scruples, and they were both
looking for some one rich enough to satisfy their
caprices—husband or lover, it mattered little which.
Thérésia, who was only twenty years of age at this
time, had the advantage over Joséphine both of
youth and beauty, but in grace and charm she could
not be compared with the fascinating Creole.

Thérésia was not a woman to be satisfied long
with a man like Tallien. She soon found their
“Chaumiére,” in the Allée des Veuves, too small a
theatre for her talents. Nothing would satisfy her but
the rarest flowers, the most exquisite wines, and
toilettes which did not cost less from the fact that
they were most diaphanous. From Tallien she passed
to Barras, who soon turned her over to the rich
banker Ouvrard, “tout en conservant les privautés
qui lui conviennent.”

In August 1795, when her affairs were still in the
same precarious condition, Joséphine leased from
Julie Carreau, the wife of the actor Talma, from
whom she was separated, a little hotel entre cour et
jardin at Number 6, Rue Chantereine. This was a
short street recently laid out from the Faubourg
Montmartre to the Chaussée-d’Antin. It was lined
with the residences of filles entretenues. The lease was
for three years, with privilege of two renewals, and
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the rent was 10,000 francs in assignats.

The entrance to the hotel was by a porte-cochére
through a long corridor, at the end of which was a
little garden, with two small pavilions which
contained the stable and carriage-house. In the
middle was the house, consisting only of a rez-de-
chaussée with an attic above and cellar below. There
were five rooms: an antechamber, a bedroom, a
salon, which also served as a dining-room, another
small salon, used as a boudoir, and a wardrobe. The
servants’ quarters were in the attic. Although small,
the house demanded quite a staff of servants: a
porter, a coachman, a chef, and a femme de
chambre. Joséphine at this time set-up her carriage,
with two horses: the same which she had obtained
from the Government.

Before taking possession of her new home
Joséphine had spent a very considerable amount in
repairing and adding to the furniture of her
apartment in Rue Saint-Dominique. Nothing,
however, was very luxurious. The salon was
furnished only with a round mahogany table, and
four chairs covered with black horse-hair. On the
walls were hung a few prints framed in dark wood.

It is interesting to note in passing that this short
street, or rather the locality where it was afterwards
laid out, was originally known under the name of la
Victoire. Later the place was called Chantereine on
account of the frogs which chanted there. After the
Campaign of Italy it was again called Rue de la
Victoire in honor of Napoleon, and is still known by
that name to-day.

At this time, the nurse Marie Lanoy was no longer
with Joséphine, as she had placed Hortense in the
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new school which Madame Campan had just founded
at Saint-Germain. She also sent for Eugéne, whom
Hoche would have been only too glad to keep on his
staff, and placed him in quite an expensive
institution which had just been opened at Saint-
Germain under the name of the Collége Irlandais.

The overthrow of Robespierre on the 9 Thermidor
was due largely to Barras, and for the next two years
he was perhaps the most prominent man in France.
For power in itself he cared but little, but he greatly
enjoyed the advantages derived from it: the money,
the luxury, and above all the women.

Paul Barras was born in Provence in 1755 of a
good family. In his youth he served as a lieutenant
against the British in India. In 1789 he was chosen a
member of the States-General, and took an active
part in the storming of the Bastille and the Tuileries.
The siege of Toulon owed its success largely to his
activity and energy. After the 9 Thermidor, as
president of the Convention he acted with decision
both against the intrigues of the Royalists and the
excesses of the Jacobins. He was brave, he was a
gentleman, and with much reason he despised the
rabble by whom he was surrounded. As Lefebvre said
of Talleyrand: “He was a mess of filth in a silk
stocking.” But unlike Talleyrand he had courage,
and, when occasion demanded, did not hesitate to
draw the sword and throw away the scabbard.

It was a curious side of the nature of Barras that
while he associated with the commonest of men, he
wished to have around him only women of the
Ancien Régime. He must have, in his intimate
relations, grace, elegance and distinction. He could
not expect to find ladies of the highest rank: they had
all emigrated or died on the scaffold; but he sought
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those who, to save their heads or their fortunes, had
compromised themselves with the leaders of the
popular party, and who with the return of luxury
were ready to do anything to satisfy their caprices.
He had not money enough to meet their demands
from his own resources, but he put them in contact
with bankers and contractors whom he exploited
himself, and whom he permitted them to exploit in
turn.

Among this galaxy of pretty women of loose
morals the bright particular stars were Thérésia and
Joséphine. Some one must have paid for the new
luxury of Joséphine, and there is little doubt that
Barras was at this time her lover. He is ungallant
enough to say so in his Mémoires, and for once he
seems to have told the truth.

As president of the Convention, member of the
Committee of General Security, general-in-chief of
the Army of the Interior, Barras was really more
powerful then than later as a member of the
Directory. In July 1795 he returned from a mission
to the North; on the 13 Vendémiaire (5 October) he
commanded the troops of the Convention; on the
first of November he became a Director; and on the
fourth he installed himself at the Luxembourg.

There is a remarkable coincidence between these
dates and the events in the life of Joséphine. On the
17 August she signed her lease for the Hotel
Chantereine; the following month she sent her
children to school; the second of October she moved
into her new home; and the sixth she gave the orders
to furnish luxuriously her chambre a coucher.

By midsummer the liaison was already well
established, and during the autumn they met
frequently at Croissy. “We had Madame de
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Beauharnais for a neighbor,” writes Pasquier. “Her
house adjoined our own. She only came there
occasionally, once a week, to meet Barras with the
many persons who followed in his suite.... As is not
rare with Creoles, the house of Madame de
Beauharnais had an air of luxury while the most
essential things were lacking. Chicken, game, rare
fruits, filled the kitchen, while they came to our
humble abode to borrow the kitchen utensils, plates
and glasses which they lacked.”

On the 4 November 1795 the newly elected
Directors took possession of the Luxembourg, which
had been assigned them as an official residence. The
palace had been used as a prison during the
Revolution, and all of the furniture had mysteriously
disappeared. There was no one to receive them
except the concierge, who loaned them for their first
meeting a dilapidated table and some cane-bottomed
chairs. As soon as the salons were refurnished and
Barras began to hold his “Court,” Joséphine and
Thérésia were among the first to appear. This Court
was made up of women of the old noblesse, and
there reigned, in spite of assertions to the contrary, a
very good tone: a certain cold reserve, rather than
the abandon of bad taste. The ladies were nearly all
widows, and very few husbands were to be seen.

Besides the Luxembourg, and her house at Croissy,
Joséphine also met Barras at a house which he
owned or leased at Chaillot, as is shown by a letter
still in existence:

“The Citoyenne Beauharnais invites the Citoyen
Réal to give her the pleasure of his company for
dinner chez elle (at her home) to-morrow the twenty-
fifth: the Citoyens Barras and Tallien are to be
present.”
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This letter is dated the 24 Pluviése An IV (13
February 1796) and is written from the residence of
Barras at Chaillot!
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CHAPTER FIVE

1796
THE CITIZENESS BONAPARTE

The 13 Vendémiaire—The Parisians Disarmed—
Eugéne Reclaims His Father’s Sword—
Joséphine Meets General Bonaparte—Her
Appearance at That Time—She Writes the
General—One of His Love Letters—He
Decides on Marriage—Joséphine’s Hesitation
—Her Final Consent—The Contract—The
Civil Ceremony—Bonaparte Leaves for Italy

In October 1795 there was a revolt of the Sections of
Paris against the new Constitution, and above all
against the new “Law of Two-Thirds,” by which the
members of the Convention had sought to secure the
election of two-thirds of their number to the new
Corps Législatif. Barras was placed in command of
the troops of the Convention, and he appointed as his
aide de camp, or chief of staff, a young artillery
officer named Napoleon Bonaparte, who had
distinguished himself at the siege of Toulon.
Bonaparte easily put down the uprising, and the
Convention showed its gratitude: he was named
général en second of the Army of the Interior, 8
October; promoted general of division, 16 October;
and succeeded Barras as general-in-chief of the Army
of the Interior on the 26 October.

The day of the insurrection, the 13 Vendémiaire
(5 October), and the following day, Joséphine was at
Fontainebleau, where she had gone to select some
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furniture to be sent to her new house in Paris. A
week after her return she was notified of the order of
the Committee of Public Safety that all citizens of
Paris must surrender the arms in their possession.
This seems to have been a matter of indifference to
her, but Eugene, who was at home, protested warmly
against giving up his father’s sword. The
commissioner consented to let him keep it if he
secured the authorization of the general-in-chief.
Eugéne immediately went to the headquarters of
General Bonaparte in the Rue des Capucines to make
his request. The profound emotion which he
displayed; his name; his pleasant face and manners;
the warmth with which he made his plea—all
touched the general, who gave him permission to
keep the sabre.

Naturally the mother of Eugéne came to express
her thanks, as was only polite. Thus chance brought
together General Bonaparte and the former
Vicomtesse de Beauharnais. With Napoleon it was a
case of love at first sight. His heart, his mind, his
imagination—all were taken by storm. She was a
lady, a grande dame, a ci-devant vicomtesse, the
widow of a president of the Constituent Assembly, of
a general-in-chief of the Army of the Rhine. All this
meant much to Bonaparte: the title, the social
position, the noble air with which she expressed her
gratitude. For the first time the young Corsican
found himself in the presence of a real lady of high
society. He was invited to call on her some evening
when he was free, and the next night he rung at the
porte-cochére of the little hoétel in the Rue
Chantereine.

When Joséphine met Napoleon about the middle
of October 1795, she was already more than thirty-
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two years old—a mature age for a Creole. Her hair,
which was not thick, but fine in quality, was of a
dark chestnut color. Her complexion was brunette.
Her skin was already wrinkled, but so covered with
powder and rouge that the fact was not apparent
under a subdued light. Her teeth were bad, but no
one ever saw them. Her very small mouth was never
more than slightly opened, in a sweet smile which
accorded perfectly with the infinite softness of her
eyes with their long eyelashes, with the tender
expression of her features, with the touching quality
of her voice. And with that, “un petit nez fringant,
léger, mobile, aux narines perpétuellement battantes,
un nez un pen relevé du bout, engageant et fripon,
qui provoque le désir.”

Her head however could not be mentioned in
comparison with her form, so free and so svelte,
without a sign of embonpoint. She wore no corset,
not even a brassiére, to sustain her breast, which was
low and flat.

Lucien writes in his Mémoires that she had very
little wit, and no trace of what could be called
beauty, but there were certain Creole characteristics
in the pliant undulations of her figure, which was
rather below the average height.

Arnault, in his Souvenirs, says that she had a
charm which transcended the dazzling beauty of her
two rivals, Mesdames Tallien and Récamier.

Madame de Rémusat describes her friend in these
words: “Without being precisely beautiful, her whole
person was possessed of a peculiar charm.... Her
figure was perfect, every outline well rounded and
graceful; every motion, easy and elegant. Her taste in
dress was excellent.... Her education had been rather
neglected, but she knew wherein she was wanting,
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and never betrayed her ignorance. Naturally tactful,
she found it easy to say agreeable things.”

With all these qualities, the femme attracted
Napoleon at their first meeting, while the dame
impressed him by her air of dignity, as he put it: “Ce
maintien calme et noble de I’ancienne société
francaise.”

The first call was quickly followed by another, and
soon Bonaparte was a daily visitor at the little hotel.
Events moved rapidly in those days, and two weeks
after the first visit Napoleon and Joséphine were
already on most intimate terms. On the 28 October
she writes him:

You no longer come to see a friend who loves
you; you have entirely neglected her: you are very
wrong, for she is tenderly attached to you.

Come to breakfast with me to-morrow; I must
see you and talk with you about your interests.

Good night, my friend, I embrace you.

VEUVE BEAUHARNAIS

Henceforth Napoleon follows Joséphine
everywhere. He accompanies her to, or meets her at,
the houses that she frequents; he makes the
acquaintance of Madame Tallien; as soon as the
receptions begin at the Luxembourg he joins her
there.

It is at this time that he writes her one of the first
of his glowing love letters:

“I awake full of thoughts of thee. Thy image and
the intoxicating evening of yesterday have left no
repose to my senses. Sweet and incomparable
Joséphine, what strange effect do you have upon my
heart? If thou art displeased, or sad, or uneasy, my
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soul is overcome with grief, and there is no rest for
thy friend; but it is entirely different, when, yielding
to the profound sentiment which masters me, I draw
from thy lips, thy heart, a scorching flame.... I shall
see thee in three hours. In the meantime, my dear
love (mio dolce amor), a million kisses, but do not
give me any, for they set my blood on fire.”

On the 21 January, anniversary of the execution
of “the last king of the French,” Barras gives a large
dinner. Among those present are Joséphine and
Thérésia. Bonaparte’s conversation is very animated,
and he appears to interest the ladies greatly. After
dinner they retire to one of the private salons, and
the general sits on a sofa between Thérésia and
Joséphine. The liaison seems to be generally
recognized.

It is impossible to state at what date Napoleon
conceived the idea of transforming “en mariage cette
bonne fortune,” but it was probably when his
appointment to Italy was practically decided upon,
and he knew that they must soon be separated.

For her part Joséphine hesitated for some weeks.
In a letter to a friend she admits that she does not
love Napoleon, but adds that her feeling towards him
is one of indifference, rather than of dislike. She
admires the General’s courage, the vivacity of his
mind, which enables him to grasp the thoughts of
others almost before they have been expressed, but
she is afraid of his domineering nature. She is also
frightened by the force of his passion, which he
expresses with an energy which leaves no room for
doubt of his sincerity. Can she, a woman whose
youth is past, hope to hold for any length of time this
violent love which resembles a fit of delirium? Will
he not later regret having failed to make a more
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advantageous marriage, and reproach her with what
he has done for her?

Joséphine consulted all of her society friends.
They told her that Bonaparte had genius, and would
go far; that it was no secret that Carnot intended to
give him the command of the Army of Italy. Still she
hesitated: she was nearly thirty-three years of age—
almost an old woman; but what else could she do?
She knew how uncertain was the attachment of
Barras, how little trust she could place in him. She
was tempted to accept this chance, perhaps the last
she would ever have, and link her fortune to that of
this brilliant youth, so ardent, and so passionate in
his vows of eternal devotion.

This unexpected opportunity, this union with
Bonaparte, who was to make true for her all and
more than all that she could ever have dreamed,
Joséphine was far from grasping at first. It was to be
months and years before she fully realized her good
fortune. Even after she understood what Napoleon
meant to her, she never really appreciated the man—
it was beyond her intelligence. She was fond of her
position as the wife of the head of the State, but did
she ever love Napoleon for himself?

On the 24 February Joséphine finally made up her
mind. Only eleven days before, she had done the
honors of the little house of Barras at Chaillot!

Nevertheless, she had precautions to take: above
all to conceal her age, for she did not wish to admit
the facts to this boy of twenty-six. She placed the
matter in the hands of her man of confidence,
Calmelet, who appeared before a notary and certified
that “he knew Marie-Joséphe Tascher, widow of the
citizen Beauharnais; that she was a native of the
island of Martinique, in the Windward Islands; and
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that, at this moment, it was impossible for him to
procure her birth-certificate on account of the actual
occupation of the island by the British.” Armed with
this declaration, Joséphine was able to state to the
civil officer who performed the marriage that she
was born on the 23 June 1766, while she was really
born three years before.

The marriage contract was one of the most
remarkable ever drawn up in France: no details of
the bride’s property were given; all that she
possessed was to belong to the communauté which
existed between her and the late M. de Beauharnais.
For his part, Bonaparte did not hesitate to admit his
lack of fortune. He stated that he had nothing except
his wardrobe and his war equipment, upon which he
placed a merely nominal value.

The contract was signed the 8 March 1796, and
the marriage took place the following day, before a
civil officer, who graciously gave the groom twenty-
eight years instead of twenty-six, and the bride
twenty-nine in place of thirty-two. This mayor,
remarks a commentator, had a mania for égalité! The
witnesses were Lemarrois, an aide de camp of the
General, who was a minor; the inevitable Calmelet;
Tallien and Barras! No mention was made of the
consent of the parents: they had not been consulted.

Two days later Bonaparte was on his way to Italy,
leaving his bride alone in the Hoétel Chantereine.
“Heureusement on avait pris des avances sur la lune
de miel.”
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CHAPTER SIX

1796
THE VICTORY FESTIVALS

Bonaparte en Route for Italy—His First Letter to
Joséphine—Her Indifference—His Second
Letter—Brilliant Opening of the Campaign—
Bonaparte’s Proclamation—He Writes
Joséphine to Rejoin Him—Presentation of the
Battle Flags—Description of Joséphine’s
Appearance—Victory of Lodi—The Féte
Given by the Directory

From this time on, the life of Joséphine is so closely
associated with that of Napoleon that it is impossible
to speak of her without mentioning him.

Leaving Paris on the 11 March 1796, forty-eight
hours after his marriage, Bonaparte set out for Italy,
accompanied only by his aides de camp, Berthier,
Duroc, Junot, Marmont and Murat, and his
paymaster-general Chauvet, who carried with him
48,000 francs in gold—a small sum for the succor of
an army which had long been destitute of
everything.

En route Napoleon stopped a night with the father
of Marmont at Chétillon-sur-Seine. Here he wrote
Joséphine, enclosing a power of attorney to enable
her to collect some money which was due him.

On the 14 March, at six o’clock in the evening,
from the relay station at Chanceaux, he despatched
his first long letter. He wrote:
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“Every moment carries me further away from you,
my dearest love, and every instant finds me with less
force to endure my separation from you. You are the
constant object of my thoughts, and my imagination
is exhausted in trying to conceive what you are
doing. If I think that you are sad, my heart is torn,
and my grief intensified; if you are gay, playful with
your friends, I reproach you for having so soon
forgotten the painful separation of three days.... As
you see, I am not easy to satisfy; but, my dear love, it
is very different if I fear that your health is altered,
or that you have reasons for grief: then I regret the
speed which carries me away from my heart. If I am
asked if I have slept well, before replying I must have
a courier to let me know that you have had a good
night.... May my good angel, who has always
protected me in the midst of the greatest dangers,
surround and cover you, and leave me exposed....
Write me, my dearest love, and at length, and receive
the thousand and one kisses of the most devoted and
most faithful of lovers.”

At this time Joséphine was very far from
reciprocating the love of her husband. He adored
her, while she was only moderately touched by his
passion. His strange, violent character, inspired her
with astonishment, rather than with sympathy. She
was in her element in this brilliant, but bizarre
society of the Directory, which tried to imitate the
former splendors of Versailles. She enjoyed the
opening of the few salons, where her grace and
amiability caused her to be generally admired. She
gave but few thoughts to this young Republican
general, to whom Destiny had united her, who
seemed to her more of an eccentric than a genius.

Napoleon turned from his route to pass two days
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with his mother at Marseille and hand her a letter
from Joséphine. His mother was not yet reconciled to
his marriage, and it was only after a hard struggle,
and a family council of war, that Madame Letitia was
finally persuaded to write a very formal and stilted
letter of congratulation to her new daughter-in-law.

A week later, the 29 March, Bonaparte arrived at
Nice, and took command of the Army of Italy. During
the opening days of this marvellous campaign, which
was to render his name immortal, Napoleon was not
so carried away with ambition as to be forgetful of
his love. Before the first battle, he wrote Joséphine
from Port-Maurice on the 3 April:

“I have received all your letters, but none of them
has made such an impression on me as the last. What
can be your idea, my adorable love, to write me in
such terms? The sentiments that you express are like
fire: they consume my poor heart! Do you not think
that my position is already critical enough without
increasing my regrets and upsetting my spirit?... My
only Joséphine, away from you there is no joy; far
from you, the world is a desert, where I am alone.
You have taken away from me more than my soul;
you are the one thought of my life. If I am weary
with the burden of affairs, if I fear the outcome, if I
am disgusted with men, if I am ready to curse life, I
place my hand upon my heart: your portrait beats
there; I regard it, and love is for me absolute
happiness: all is gay except the space that I am
separated from my love.”

His whole soul in a state of ecstasy over the
receipt of a few tender lines traced by the adored
hand, he continues: “By what art have you been able
to captivate all my faculties, to concentrate in
yourself my moral existence? To live for Joséphine is
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the whole aim of my life! I strive to be near you; I
die to approach you. Fool! I did not realize that I was
separating myself from you. How many lands, how
many countries lie between us, how many days
before you read these lines which are but feeble
expressions of a troubled heart where you reign.”

Unfortunately the sunshine of love is never long
without its clouds, and Bonaparte, who was then in
the seventh heaven of joy and confidence, was soon
to become suspicious and jealous. Although he did
not as yet doubt either the love or the fidelity of his
wife, at times he was overcome with melancholy. But
this feeling was not of long duration. The lover soon
was lost in the man of action. Victory followed
victory with amazing rapidity. From the heights of
Monte-Zemolo the army suddenly saw at its feet the
fertile plains of Italy, the promised land, with its
splendid cities, its broad rivers, its cultivated fields.
A shout of joy broke from the ranks. The young
general, pointing to the scene of his coming
triumphs, cried: “Hannibal scaled the Alps; we have
turned them!”

After the armistice of Cherasco, on the 28 April,
Bonaparte thus summed up in a few ringing words
the achievements of his army:

“Soldiers! In two weeks you have gained six
victories, captured twenty-one flags, fifty cannon,
several strong places, and have conquered the richest
part of Piedmont. You have made fifteen thousand
prisoners, and killed or wounded ten thousand men.
Destitute of all, you have supplied everything. You
have gained battles without cannon, crossed rivers
without bridges, made forced marches without shoes,
often bivouacked without bread. Only Republican
phalanxes are capable of deeds so extraordinary.
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Thanks to you, soldiers!”

GENERAL BONAPARTE

On the 24 April Bonaparte sent his brother Joseph
and his aide de camp Junot to Paris. Joseph was the
bearer of a letter to Joséphine in which her husband
strongly urged her to rejoin him in Italy. Junot
carried the flags captured from the enemy, to be
presented to the Directory.

In his Mémoires Joseph tells the story of their
journey. They left in the same post-chaise, and
reached Paris in five days after their departure from
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Nice. En route they were everywhere received with
the greatest enthusiasm. At Paris the Directors
expressed their satisfaction with the army and its
commander.

Murat, who had been sent directly from Cherasco
with the papers of the armistice, reached Paris before
Joseph and Junot. Joséphine received from the three
envoys the most circumstantial details of the success
of her husband. Like Napoleon, she had passed in a
few days from obscurity to glory. For the first time
she began to realize that she had not made a mistake
in marrying the young hero of Vendémiaire.

The Moniteur of the 10 May 1796 contains a
report of the formal presentation of the flags to the
Directory, by Junot, the future Duc d’Abrantes.

In her interesting Mémoires Madame d’Abrantes
speaks of the impression created on this occasion by
Madame Bonaparte and Madame Tallien who were
present. “At that time,” she says, “Madame
Bonaparte was still charming, while Madame Tallien
was in the full flower of her beauty.” She continues:
“One may well believe that Junot was not a little
proud to escort these two charming women when
they left at the end of the reception.... He offered his
arm to Madame Bonaparte, who, as the wife of his
general, had the right to the first place, especially on
this occasion; the other arm he gave to Madame
Tallien, and so descended with them the staircase of
the Luxembourg.” There was an immense crowd
outside the palace, and the people pushed and
crowded to obtain a better view. There were cheers
for General Bonaparte, and for his charming wife,
who was acclaimed as “Notre-Dame-des-Victoires.”

The poet Arnault, in his Souvenirs d’un sexagénaire,
recalls the profound impression made upon him so
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many years before by the loveliness of Joséphine on
this occasion. He compares her with her two
competitors for the sceptre of Venus: Madame Tallien
and Madame Récamier. “Beside these two rivals,” he
says, “although she was not so brilliant or so fresh as
they, thanks to the regularity of her features, the
elegant souplesse of her figure, the sweet expression
of her countenance, she also was beautiful. I can still
see them, on this perfect May day, as they entered
the salon where the Directors were to receive the
flags. Each of them was attired in the toilette the best
fitted to show off her particular advantages; their
heads were crowned with the most beautiful flowers:
one would have said that the three months of
springtime had been reunited to féte the victory.”

The same day that the flags were presented, the
10 May, Bonaparte gained the spectacular victory of
Lodi, which made so vivid an impression on the
popular imagination. Carrying a banner in his hand,
at the head of his grenadiers, the young general led
the charge across the long and narrow bridge upon
which the fire of the enemy was concentrated. From
that time forth, his soldiers believed him infallible
and irresistible. Five days later he made his
triumphal entry into Milan.

The day after the battle of Lodi, Salicetti, the
commissioner with the army, wrote the Directory:
“Citizen Directors, immortal glory to the Army of
Italy! Gratitude to the wisely audacious chief who
directs it! The date of yesterday will be celebrated in
the annals of history and of war.... When the
Republican column was formed, General Bonaparte
rushed along the ranks. His presence filled the
soldiers with enthusiasm. He was received with cries
a thousand times repeated of: ‘Vive la République!’
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He ordered the drums to beat the charge, and the
troops, with the rapidity of lightning, rushed upon
the bridge!”

To celebrate the new triumphs the Directory
organized a féte, half patriotic, half mythological,
which was celebrated on the Champ-de-Mars the 29
May. At ten o’clock in the morning a salvo of
artillery announced the beginning of the ceremonies.
The National Guard of Paris was present, under
arms. Carnot, the president of the Directory,
delivered the oration, which was in the nature of a
martial rhapsody. He ended his discourse with a
glowing tribute to the armies of the Republic and
their valiant chiefs.

After the féte the people danced on the Champ-de-
Mars until nightfall, and a grand dinner was given in
the evening.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

1796-1797
JOSEPHINE IN ITALY

Bonaparte Enters Milan—Joséphine’s Life at Paris
—She Finally Starts for Italy—Her Regret in
Leaving—Arrival at Milan—The Palace
Serbelloni—Her Ennui—Letter to Madame
Renaudin—Her Delayed Honeymoon—End of
the Campaign—Napoleon’s  Letters—The
Court of Montebello—The Bonaparte Family
Reunion—Joséphine’s Aid to Napoleon’s
Policy—The Peace of Campo-Formio—
Bonaparte Leaves for Rastadt—His Return to
Paris

On Sunday the 15 May 1796, Bonaparte made his
entry into Milan through streets lined by the
National Guard, commanded by the Duc de
Serbelloni. When the general arrived at the Porta
Romana the soldiers presented arms. Preceded by a
large detachment of infantry, and surrounded by his
guard of cavalry, he proceeded to the archducal
palace, where he took up his residence. In the
evening, there was a large dinner given in his honor,
followed by a brilliant ball.

But in the midst of his triumphs, Bonaparte was
far from happy. His adored wife failed to respond to
his letters praying her to join him in Italy, and he
had just received news of the proposal of the
Directory to divide his forces, giving the northern
army to Kellermann, while he was to be sent with
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the balance of the troops to conquer the southern
part of the Peninsula. He immediately wrote the
Directory that he considered it most unwise to divide
the Army of Italy into two parts, and against the best
interests of the Republic to have two different
generals. The majority of the Directory accepted his
view of the situation and the order was at once
cancelled.

Bonaparte found it more difficult, however, to
overcome the resistance of his wife. Joséphine was
more interested in enjoying at Paris the triumphs of
her husband than in going to join him at Milan. She
was perfectly happy in her life at home, and had no
desire to leave her children and her friends. She
loved the theatres, the manners of the Ancien
Régime, which were beginning to reappear, and the
receptions at the Luxembourg, where she was treated
like a queen. It certainly was not customary, since
the beginning of the wars of the Republic, to see the
wives of the generals accompany the armies, and it
was too much to demand of the Creole nature of
Joséphine that she should rush to Italy at the first
call of her husband, and expose herself to the
fatigues and dangers of a great war.

But Napoleon could not understand her hesitation.
He wrote her letter after letter, each one more
burning and more pressing than the one before.
Murat, who carried to Paris the papers of the
armistice, was also the bearer of a letter to Joséphine
urging her to rejoin him. This letter, which she did
not hesitate to show to her friends, was characterized
by the most violent passion, not entirely free from
jealousy. Arnault writes: “I can still hear her reading
a passage in which her husband cries, ‘What are you
doing? Why do you not come to me? If it is a lover
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who detains you beware of the poinard of Othello!’
And Joséphine, smiling with amusement at his
exalted sentiments, says with her funny Creole
accent, ‘Il est drble, Bonaparte!””

In his Life of Napoleon, Sir Walter Scott writes that
the correspondence of Bonaparte with Joséphine
reveals the curious character of a man as ardent in
love as in war: the language of the conqueror who
disposed of States according to his good pleasure,
and beat the most celebrated generals of his time, is
as enthusiastic as that of an Arcadian shepherd. The
statements of the great English writer are certainly
borne out by the tone of the long passionate and
eloquent letter which Napoleon wrote Joséphine on
the 15 June 1796 from Tortona. It was despatched
by a special courier, who had orders to remain only
four hours in Paris, and to bring back her answer.
Joséphine could not resist this final touching appeal;
and she decided, although with great regret, to leave
for Italy.

Her friend Arnault, in his interesting memoirs,
gives us a curious insight of the feelings of Joséphine
at this time. He says that the love which she inspired
in a man so extraordinary as Bonaparte evidently
flattered her, although she took the matter much less
seriously than he; she was proud to see that he loved
her almost as much as his glory; she enjoyed this
fame which increased from day to day; but she
wished to enjoy it at Paris, in the midst of the
acclamations which hailed her appearance, on the
receipt of each new bulletin from the Army of Italy.
Her chagrin was great when she saw that there was
no chance for further hesitation. She would not have
exchanged her little hotel in the Rue Chantereine for
the palace prepared for her reception at Milan—in
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fact, for all the palaces in the world. It was from the
Luxembourg that she finally set out for Italy, after
having supped there with a few friends. “Poor
woman!” says Arnault, “she broke out in tears, and
sobbed as if she were going to the scaffold. She was
going to reign!”

Joséphine arrived at Milan the 9 July 1796,
escorted by her brother-in-law Joseph, by Napoleon’s
aide de camp Junot, and by a young officer on the
staff of General Leclerc, named Hippolyte Charles,
whom we shall encounter later on in close
connection with Joséphine.

Bonaparte, who had not expected so prompt a
response to his last appeal, was absent on a tour of
the principal cities of northern Italy. The first day of
July he paid a visit to the Grand Duke Ferdinand at
Florence. From there he went to Bologna and
Verona, and did not reach Milan until the middle of
the month.

What a change in the situation of Bonaparte in the
four short months since he parted from Joséphine at
Paris! In order not to excite the jealousy of the
Directory he 