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PREFACE.

Dress during the Middle Ages,” a necessary sequel to
“The Arts of the Middle Ages.” To understand this
important period of our history, we must, as was
pointed out at the time, go back to the very source of
art, and study society itself—the life of our
forefathers. The volume of “Manners and Customs”
initiated our readers into all the secrets of Civil Life;
the present work treats of the Military and Religious
Life of the same period.

The subject is not wanting in grandeur, and we
shall endeavour to throw into relief the two parallel
forces—namely, the military and the religious life—
which shaped the habits of the nation in the epoch of
which our work treats.

The influence of these forces was immense.
Society was made up of barbarous nations and of the
corrupt remnants of the heathen world. Conquerors
and conquered had nothing to put in common, with
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a view to forming a new society, beyond their ruins
and their vices. How was a state of things, higher
and better than that which had gone before, to be
created out of this shapeless mass? What principle of
life was there powerful enough to evoke from amid
this chaos modern Europe, with all its variety of
forces and of glory, its influence and authority over
the rest of the world? Religious life, aided by
military power, has brought about such a creation,
after all the misery and suffering preceding its birth.
Gradually gaining a hold upon society, and elevating
its ideas as the tie became closer, religious life
endowed it with new manners, a new social life, a set
of institutions of which it before knew nothing, and a
character which raised it to a degree of moral
grandeur which humanity had never as yet attained.

Christianity civilised the barbarians; by unity of
faith, it established political unity amongst peoples
who were split up into hostile races—a result which
would only have been arrived at in former days by
the annihilation of nationalities, the dominion of the
sword, and the force of oppression. History presents
no spectacle more worthy of our attention than the
steady and deep operation of this new principle of
life infused into a society in a state of decay. This
principle could only succeed in remoulding and
directing the world by first assimilating men as
individuals, and that amidst the excesses, the
violence, and the disorders of a barbarism which,
even after the lapse of centuries, would not allow
itself to be crushed. But it was endowed with a
persevering and indomitable energy. Consider how it
affected everything, how it enlisted into its service
all the forces which society from time to time placed
at its disposal, or, to speak more correctly, permitted
it to create! By means of the monastic orders, how
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many necessary works did it not accomplish? The
soil was transformed by cultivation; bridges, dykes,
and aqueducts were constructed in every direction;
manuscripts were preserved in the monasteries;
education was given in numberless schools, where
the poor were taught gratuitously; the universities
were made learned and prosperous; architecture was
raised into a science; beneficent institutions were
established and liberally endowed.

“Christianity was the greatest benefactor of the
Middle Ages,” said M. Benjamin Guérard; “and what
is most striking in the revolutions which took place
in these semi-barbarous times, is the action of the
Church and of religion. The dogma of a common
origin and destiny for all men alike, was an
unceasing argument for the emancipation of the
people; it brought together men of all stations, and
opened the way for modern civilisation. Men, though
they did not cease to oppress one another, began to
recognise the fact that they were all members of the
same family, and were led, through religious
equality, up to civil and political equality; being
brothers in the sight of God, they became equal
before the law, the Christian became the citizen.

“This transformation took place gradually and
slowly, as being necessary and inevitable, by the
continued and simultaneous enfranchisement of men
and of land. The slave whom paganism, as it
disappeared, handed over to the Christian religion,
passed first from a state of servitude to a state of
bondage, from bondage he rose to mortmain, and
from mortmain to liberty.”

Under the influence of the bishops, legislation was
formed upon the principles of Christian morality. In
the great councils of the nation, and in the royal
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councils, they gave a Christian direction to the
government of the country, and more than once
preserved national unity from being broken up. “The
bishops,” says Gibbon, “constructed the French
monarchy just as the bees construct the hive.”

At the same time the popes were incessant in their
efforts to convert all the Christian peoples into one
vast republic; and they attained their purpose in a
great measure. The idea was a sublime one,
springing so naturally from the unity of the doctrines
which all were required to profess. As early as the
twelfth century the idea was thus enunciated by
Tertullian in his “Apologetica”—“We remain
strangers to your factions and to your parties.... The
republic of the human race is what we demand.”

Such was the work of Christianity in that society
of the Middle Ages of which it was the life and soul.
It is necessary to follow it in the accomplishment of
this varied task, and, if we would thoroughly
understand it, we must consider it in itself, in its
inward life, in its form of worship and liturgy, in its
monasteries, in its clergy, and in its different
institutions, for herein lay its means of action.

The military power placed itself, as a general rule,
at the service of the Church, and it was thus that
Christianity was enabled to complete its work.
Clovis, the conqueror of the Romans, the Germans,
the Burgundians, and the Visigoths, was baptized at
Rheims, and brought France within the fold of the
Church, just when a great number of the barbarians,
the new masters of the Roman empire, were
embracing Arianism. In after-days the Church,
represented by the sword of Joan of Arc, was
instrumental in saving France and restoring her to
herself. Between these two extreme points of the
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history of the Middle Ages, Charlemagne, Godefroi
de Bouillon, St. Louis, the age of chivalry and the
Crusades, prove to us that this combined action of
military and religious life is a true exponent of the
character of France. But when we come to consider
the ordinary condition of things as they absolutely
existed, we find it to be full of evils. Military life
amongst the German people had produced feudalism,
and with it a terrible anarchy. Royalty was
powerless. Authority had not, so to speak, any
centre; it was cut up and subdivided throughout the
nation. Private or civil warfare became, by the mere
force of things, legal for several centuries; and
disorder, violence, oppression, and tyranny followed
as a natural consequence. Military life, in all its
manifestations, hampered and counteracted the
beneficent influence of Christianity, and served as
the last refuge of barbarism. The Church, however,
managed to make the principle of feudalism exercise
a moderating influence upon its very excesses, by the
creation of chivalry, the noblest military institution
which the world has ever known. Chivalry
represented the Christian form of the profession of
arms. The first duty was “to defend in this world the
weakness of all, but especially the weakness of the

Church, of justice, and of right.”

“Fais ce que dois, adviegne que peut,
C’hest commandé au chevalier.”

Ordinances of Chivalry.
It was, in fact, an armed force in the service of
truth and justice, themselves defenceless. It was at
the same time a bright example, the influence of
which extended beyond the most brilliant of its
exploits. Even this, however, was not sufficient to
check the evil and insatiable desire for fighting.
Under the powerful impulse of the popes, the
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Crusaders served to utilise this warlike spirit, and
acted as a diversion which saved Europe from the
fury of its own inhabitants and from the dominion of
the Koran. Internal discords were brought to an end,
the Communes were enfranchised, feudal power
decreased, and the royal influence gained in
strength, diminishing again during the long crisis of
the hundred years’ war, and being once more
reinstated by Joan of Arc. Such was the part played
by “Military Life in the Middle Ages.”

The development of modern habits, however, is
gradually to be traced. The feudal army was replaced
by mercenary troops. As military power became
concentrated within the hands of the sovereign,
monarchy, in the true sense of the term, succeeded to
feudalism.

At the same time another and deeper movement
was taking place in the moral and religious order of
things. A new spirit was convulsing the world. The
ideas and manners established in society by
Christianity were destined to undergo a change. After
the capture of Constantinople, the Grecian savants
who had found a refuge in the courts of Italy inspired
their Western confréres with such an affection for
ancient literature, that everything which was old
came to be regarded with enthusiasm, while, as a
natural consequence, every—thing which
Christianity had produced was looked upon with
contempt. The faith in and the influence of the
Church diminished, and individual reason was
tempted to throw off the yoke of all teaching
authority. Printing, then just invented, served to
accelerate this mental revolution. The principle of
free examination was proclaimed by Luther, and one-
half of Western Europe became Protestant. The tie, at
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once religious and political, which held Christian
nationalities together, was thus broken, and unity
amongst people who were divided in their religious
doctrine became impossible. At the same period the
discovery of America and of a new route to the
Indies lent immense force to the development of
material interests.

Thus we had the commencement of a complete
revolution. The world entered upon new paths, along
which it has continued to advance without
interruption to our own day.

This work derives a special interest from the
circumstances amidst which it is published. Ancient
Europe has reached one of those solemn epochs of its
history when, divided within itself and uncertain of
the turn which events may take, it finds itself face to
face with the problem of its future destiny,
demanding an immediate solution. What will that
solution be? The emotions of the present may incline
us to look back regretfully upon that past which
reminds us of so much that is great and noble, in
spite of its many and inevitable drawbacks, and
which, by showing us the origin of modern society,
by revealing to us the manner of its birth and its
onward progress, may give us the key to its present
critical condition when a profound and universal
transformation seems about to take place.

It is superfluous to say anything about the
engravings contained in this volume. They have been
selected with the same view that dictated the
publication of those appearing in the two previous
volumes—a desire to produce a living image of the
past. Each volume forms a collection of
archaological treasures got together after the most
laborious research; they are attractive to the eye, full
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of interest and instruction, and we feel that our
readers will have in them a complete museum such
as has not hitherto been within their reach.

PAUL LACROIX.
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Handles, 45
Dalmatic said to have belonged to Leo III., 255
Dance of Death, The, 478-483
Death of St. Benedict, 496

, Mahomet II., 178
Dedication of the Church of the

Monastery of St. Martin des Champs,

Paris, 321
Degradation of a Knight, 154
Designs of Armour, 170
Distribution of Banners and Helmets, 164
Diver, The, 91
Don Juan of Austria, 133
Doorkeeper, The, Minor Order, 275
Doria, Andrew, 88
Dove suspended above the Altar,

Thirteenth Century, 244
Dresses worn by Prisoners of the

Inquisition, 437
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Duel concerning the Honour of Ladies,

Earthen Vases found at Florence in 1863,
Ecclesiastical Tonsure, The,
Edward the Confessor, Funeral of,

Entry of Louis VIIL and the Pope’s Legate
into Avignon,

Eudes, Bishop, from the Bayeux Tapestry,

Excesses committed by the Huguenots,
Allegorical Picture of the,

Exorcism of a Catechumen, Fourth or
Fifth Century,

Exorcism of a Person possessed with a
Demon,

Exorcist, The, Minor Order,

Farel, William,

Ferrand of Portugal, Count of Flanders,
being taken to Paris,

Fight between Raymbault de Morueil and
Gruyon de Losenne,

Flemish Warrior, from the Ruins of St.
Bavon, Ghent,

Fortified Bridge of Lemantano, near
Rome, Twelfth Century,

Fortified Bridge from Valentré to Cahors,

Fortified City of Carcassonne, Plan of the,
Thirteenth Century,

Fortress of the Knights Hospitallers, in
Syria,

French Caravel, Sixteenth Century,

, Priory at Rhodes, Fifteenth
Century,

Fresco in the Cemetery of St. Pretextat,
Funeral Service, Fourteenth Century,

Funereal Lamps found in the Catacombs,
Third Century,
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Galley of the Sixteenth Century, 78
, Slave, 20
,, Soldier, 20
Gallic or Gallo-Roman Pottery, 455
Gallo-Roman Lords of the Fourth Century, 3
Gate of the Town of Aigues-Mortes, 17
Gautier-sans-Avoir, Reception of, by the

King of Hungary, 115
German Foot-soldiers fighting, Sixteenth

Century, 27
German and Gallic Auxiliaries, Second

Century, 40
German Knight, Fifteenth Century, 147
Godefroy de Bouillon, crowned with the

Instruments of our Lord’s Passion, 117
Godefroy de Bouillon, Tomb of, 118
Golden Fleece, Chapter of the Order of

the, 197
Great Hospital at Milan, 357
Greek Panagia, 370
Gregory IX. handing the Decretals to an

Advocate of the Consistory (1227-

1241), 266
Handbell, Romanesque perforated,

Twelfth Century, 227
Harold, King, Finding the Body of, 48
Harvest of Souls, The, Twelfth Century, 450
Henry of Anjou, Coronation of, as King of

Poland, 291
Henry L., Emperor of Germany, and one of

his Generals, 368
Henry II. wounded by Montgomery in a

Tournament, 169
Herald holding the Banners of the

Referees, 164
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Heresy of the Flagellants,

Hincmar, Bas-relief on the Tomb of,
Holy Bit of Carpentras,

Hospitality, Fifteenth Century,

Huguenots against the Catholics, Violence
of the,

Huss, John,
Italian Warriors of the Fifteenth Century,
Judgement, The Day of,

Jerome of Prague,

Jewish Religion, The, assisting at the
Death of Christ,

King-at-arms proclaiming a Tournament,
Knife for cutting Consecrated Bread,

Knight, in Complete Armour, Sixteenth
Century,

Knight setting out for the War,

Knight of Death, The,
” Malta,
” the Order of the Holy Sepulchre,
” Rhodes,

Knights of the Order of the Holy Ghost
from Pure Intent,

Knights awaiting from the Marshal the
Signal to commence the Fight,

Knights of Rhodes, Barracks of the,
Knox, John,

Last Supper, The, Eleventh Century,
Legend of Christmas, Fifteenth Century,

” St. Martin, The, Tapestry of the
Thirteenth Century,
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Legend of the Passage of the Viaticum 235
across a Bridge at Utrecht,
Luther, Martin, 418
Machine to break the Ranks of the Enemy 70
” shoot Arrows, 70
Man-at-arms, The, 51,91
Man-of-War, Henry VIIL’s time, 80
” of the Sixteenth Century, 101
Margaret of York, wife of Charles the
Bold, 359
Maria de Molina, Queen of Castille,
handing to the Cistercian Nuns the
Charter of Foundation for their
Convent, 332
Mary Magdalene, Removal of the Body of,
to the Church of St. Vézelay (Yonne),
Fifteenth Century, 387
Massacre of St. Bartholomew, The, 416

Maximilian of Austria, with his Wife and
Son, 36

Members of the Dominican Order, The
most famous,

[e)]
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Messenger bringing a Letter to the King’s
Army, 52
Messengers of the Sultan discussing with

N

Christian Prisoners, 129
Military Costumes from the Sixth to the

Tenth Centuries, 42
Miraculous Mass of St. Gregory the Great,

Sixth Century, 210
Monograms of Christ, 205
Mons, Mauberge, and Nivelles,

Foundation of the Abbeys of, 316
Montefrio, Surrender of the Town of, 193
Moorish Arms (Armeria Real, Madrid), 44
Mortars or Movable Carriages, 65
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Mortuary Cloth from the Church of
Folleville (Somme),

Mortuary Roll of Vital, Founder of the
Abbey of Savigny,

Mosque of Cordova, Interior of the,
Eighth Century,

Mourning Costumes,
Mystic Fountain, The, Eighth Century,

Nail used in the Crucifixion of Our Lord,

Nangasaki, The Great Martyrdom of
(1622),

Nicaea, Taking of, by the Crusaders,

Norman Vessel, Eleventh Century,

Offering a Child to an Abbot, Thirteenth
Century,

Orphan of the Venice Hospitals, Sixteenth
Century,

Orthodoxy surrounded by the Snares of
Heresy,

Our Lady of Boulogne,

” Grace, Miraculous Image of,
at Cambria,

Our Lady of Grace sheltering the Grand
Masters of the Order of Montessa,

Our Lady of Mountserrat, Sixteenth
Century,

” Vladimir, Miraculous Image
of,

Painting symbolical of the Catacombs of
Rome, First or Second Century,

Pentecost,

Peter the Hermit delivering a Message to
Pope Urban IL.,

Philip Augustus, Consecration of,
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Philip the Bold in Royal Costume, 24
Philip II., King of Spain, 439
” ” , Mausoleum of, 70

Pilgrims of Emmaus, The, 374
Plaintiff and Defendant taking Oath

before the Judge, Fifteenth Century, 158
Pontifical Galley, 98
Poop of an Ancient Galley, 75
Portrait of Countess Matilda, 260
Prester-John and his Page, 109
Priory of the Benedictines, Canterbury,

Twelfth Century, 314
Prize of the Tournament, The, 168
Procession of the Host, 238

” Knights of the Order of

the Holy Ghost, 200
Prows of Galleys armed with the Spur, 95
Punishments decreed by Henry VIIL

against the Catholics, 443
Quintain, The Game of, 145
Raised Stone, near Poitiers, 459
Reapers of Death, The, 62
Reception of a Knight of the Order of St.

Michael, 199
Refectory in the Priory of St. Martin des

Champs, Thirteenth Century, 326
Relics of St. Philip, Touching the, 378
Reliquary in chased Copper, Thirteenth

Century, 372
Reliquary of the Holy Thorn, Thirteenth

Century, 25

Remier, Count, bearing the Body of St.
Veronica to the Church of St. Waudru,
in Mons, 366

Rhodes, Plan of, Fifteenth Century, 17
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Richard Cceur-de-Lion mortally wounded
while besieging the Castle of Chalus,

Robert 1., Duke of Normandy, on his
Pilgrimage to Jerusalem,

Robing a Bishop, The Ceremony of,
Fourteenth Century,

Rodolph of Hapsburg, Emperor of
Germany, Equestrian Statue of,

Rolling Tower for scaling the walls of
towns,

Sabbat, The,
Sacrament of the Eucharist, The,
Sacramental Cup, Twelfth Century,
Sancha de Roxas,
Seal of the Abbey of St. Denis,

» » Commune of Soissons,

” Conon de Béthune, Twelfth
Century,

” Edward, Count of Rutland,

" Gérard de Saint-Amand, Twelfth
Century,

Seal of an Imaginary Bull of Lucifer,
Fifteenth Century,

Seal of John, Bishop of Puy and Count of
Velay (1305),

Seal of John sans Peur, Duke of Burgundy

, the Knights of Christ, Thirteenth
Century,

Seal of La Rochelle,
,, the Lord of Corbeil (1196),

, the Monastery of St. Louis of
Poissy,

,, the Town of Boston,
2 ” DOVEI‘,
” ” Poole,
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” ” Sandwich,
” ” Yarmouth,

Servetus, Michael,

Seven Christian Virtues, The, with their
Symbols,

Shield presented to Don Juan of Austria
by Pius V.,

Ship of Baptism, The, Sixteenth Century,

Siege of Toulouse, Episode in the,

” a Town: Summons to surrender,

Single Combat to be decided by the
Judgment of God,

Sitting of the Council of Trent, 1555,

Sixtus II. handing to St. Laurentius the
Treasures of the Church to be
distributed among the Poor,

Soldier of the Time of Philippe le Bel,

Soldiers of the German Bands,

Solemn Entry of the Emperor Charles V.
and Pope Clement VII. into Bologna, in
1529,

Solemn Procession for the Relief of the
Town of Dijon,

Solemn Reception of a Bishop, Fifteenth
Century,

Sovereign Pontiff, Public and Solemn
Functions of the, Seventeenth Century,

Spanish Caravel in which Columbus
discovered America,

Spanish Ship, Fifteenth Century,

Spiritual and Temporal Powers, The,
dependent upon Christ,

St. Anthony of Padua commanding a Mule
to adore the Eucharist,

St. Anthony, a Statuette of the Third
Century,
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St. Barbara, 364
St. Benedict, History of, 305, 307
” reproaching Totila, Fresco of
the Thirteenth Century, 43
St. Bernard taking possession of the
Abbey of Clairvaux, 327
St. Cecilia, and Valerian, her Spouse, 425
St. Cesarius, Obsequies of, 489
St. Denis carrying his head to the place of
burial, 362
St. Dominic and the Albigenses, 429
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Fifteenth
Century, 348
St. George and the Dragon, 202
St. Jean des Vignes, Abbey of Regular
Canons at Soissons (1076), 323
St. Jerome in the Desert, 302
St. John of Capistran, 132
St. Louis and his Brothers made Prisoners
by the Saracens, 128
St. Louis at Carthage, Disembarkation of, 131
» serving a Repast to the Poor, 351
St. Michael the Archangel offering the
Symbol of the Imperial Power to a
Byzantine Emperor, 251
St. Peter, 248
St. Radegonde receiving the Religious
Garb from the Bishop of Noyon, 309
St. Savin and St. Cyprian before Maximus, 426
” ” Martyrdom of, 427
St. Theresa, 336
St. Thomas defending the Monastic
Orders, Fourteenth Century, 332
St. Vincent de Paul, 360

St. Wulfram, Bishop of Sens, 28
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State Gloves formerly in the possession of 201
Louis XIII.,
Stone Coffins, 457
Sufferers from St. Vitus’ Dance going on a
Pilgrimage, 392
Superscription upon Our Lord’s Cross, 377
Surrender of the Garrison of a Town, 68
Sword of Isabella the Catholic, 139
Symbols of the Trinity, 204
Synagogue of Toledo, the Great, Third
Century, 432
Templar in Travelling Dress, 185
Teutonic Knight, 196
Thomas of Savoy granting a Charter to
the Town of Cambrai, 16
Three-masted Galley, Sixteenth Century, 82
Three Sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation,
and Penance, 231
Three Sacraments: Marriage, Orders, and
Extreme Unction, 236
Tomb, Gallo-Roman, 452
,, of Adelaide or Alice, Countess of
Hainault, 462
Tomb of Alexander de Berneval, Architect
of the Church of St. Ouen, at Rouen, 472
Tomb of Du Guesclin, 464
» St. Elizabeth of Hungary, 461
, Louis, Duke of Orleans, and
Valentine of Milan, his Wife, 468
Tomb of Philip Pot, Grand Seneschal of
Burgundy, 466
Tomb of St. Remigius, 469
,» Sibylle, Wife of Guy de Lusignan, 471

Torments of Hell, The,
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Tortures inflicted by the Catholics upon
the Huguenots in the South of France,

Tour du Télégraphe, Narbonne,
Fourteenth Century,

Tower of Beaucaire, Thirteenth Century,

, the Castle of Fougeéres, Twelfth
Century,

Tower of the Castle of Loches, Twelfth
Century,

Tower of Notre-Dame des Bois, Eleventh
Century,

Tower of the Wall of Provins, Twelfth
Century,

Treaty of Arras, Conclusion of the, in
1191,

Tree of Battles, The,

Triumph of Christ, The, Seventeenth
Century,

, the Lamb, The, Twelfth Century,

Triumphal Vessel drawn in a Car at the
Funeral Ceremony of the Emperor
Charles V.,

Turreted Vessel that protected the Port of
Venice,

Tympan in the Portico of the Church of
Sémur, Eleventh Century,

Urban II. presiding over the Council of
Clermont, in 1095,

Virgin of St. Luke, The so-called,

War Trophy of Barbarian Prisoners,
Second Century,

Watch-tower, Fifteenth Century,
Wickliff, John,
Works of Charity, Fifteenth Century,
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Zizim transferred to Charles VIIL.,
Zwingle, Ulrich,
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MILITARY AND RELIGIOUS LIFE

IN

THE MIDDLE AGES,

AND AT THE

PERIOD OF THE RENAISSANCE.

——

FEUDALISM.

Origin.—Barbaric Laws.—Enfeoffment.—
Charlemagne and the  Church.—First
Construction of Strongholds.—Vassal and
Suzerain.—Feudal Rights.—The Truce of God.
—Feudal Churches and Abbeys.—Communal
Principles.—New Townships.—Origin of the
French Bourgeoisie—The English Magna
Charta.—Alienation of Fiefs.—Liberation of
the Serfs.—Imperial Cities.—Feudal Rights of
the Bishops.—St. Louis.—Wars between
France and England.—The Bulle d’Or.—The
States-General.—Origin of the Third Estate.
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Before presenting any manifestation of its existence,
feudalism had long been gradually developing, and
seemed to be moving forward invisibly at the head of
the barbarian conquerors of Roman Gaul. From the
day that their great leader, Clovis, shared amongst
his leudes, or companions-in-arms, the lands that they
had won at the price of their blood while fighting
under his orders—from the day when, by his
miraculous baptism after the victory of Tolbiac (Fig.
1), he himself a proud Sicamber, submitted himself
to and became a vassal of the Christian Church,
simultaneously sprang into existence a theocratic and
a martial aristocracy. In this simultaneous double
origin might have already been perceived the hidden
cause of the future inevitable antagonism between
the modern influence of the cross and the material
power of the sword. Conspiracies, bloodthirsty
executions, continual revolts, divers plots, in which
were concerned at one time the king’s leudes, at
another the principal clergy; ecclesiastical censures,
ceaselessly threatening these blind and savage
tyrants, who, while bending to the reproof, at the
same time panted for revenge; curbless ambitions,
terrible hatreds, the continued strife of opposing
races; on one side the Gallo-Romanic (Figs. 2 and 3)
and its heir the Gothic, on the other the barbarous
Germanic and Slavonian, more or less christianized;
all these were the endless signs by which the coming
reign of feudalism, at each successive stage of
modern civilisation, marked its advent. The political
system which a barbarous legal code had
inaugurated for the benefit of the leudes, was
entirely opposed to the system sanctioned by the
Roman law. It was the desire of the leudes that a
seignior, the owner of the land and of the men who
cultivated it, should possess the right of
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infeudalising, that is to say, of ceding, as an inferior
freehold, a certain portion of his own estate,
abandoning in so doing to the concessionary or
vassal not only the rights of the soil, but the
sovereignty over those who occupied it. For a vassal
to forfeit his rights, he must first have failed to fulfil
the engagements he undertook when he received the
investiture of the fief. The cession of lands and the
rights attached to it, which were the foundation of
dawning feudalism, remained for more than a
century in that state of oscillation which precedes a
stable equilibrium.
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Fig. 1.—Battle of Tolbiac and Baptism of King Clovis.—Fac-

simile of a Woodcut in the “Mirouer Historial de France,” in
folio, printed in Paris by Galliot du Pré in 1516.




41 Military and religious life in the Middle Ages and at the period of the Renaissance

Fig. 2.—Gallo-Roman Lords of the Fourth Century.—Sculpture
from the Tomb of the Gallic Consul Jovinus, General under
the Emperor Julian, at Rheims.
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Fig. 3.—Mounted Barbarian in the Roman Service—From an
Antique Monument.

Master of France, of Germany, and of Italy, and
protector of the Church, Charlemagne (Fig. 4)
enjoyed all the prerogatives of the Western emperors.
On two occasions he delivered the Holy Seat from its
enemies, and in Germany as well as in Italy he
placed his sword at the service of the Christian faith.
One of the popes, Adrian, bestowed upon him the
dignity of patron; another, Adrian’s successor, Leo
I1., placed, in the year 800, the imperial crown upon
his head. Then might have been seen, better than in
the days of the Roman and Greek Emperors, the
spectacle of the Church protected by the head of the
State, to whom the seignorial aristocracy paid feudal
obedience, and who controlled with an iron hand
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their tendencies to schism. Feudalism, which was
gathering strength, and which already knew its own
power, never retrograded; it sometimes halted and
was at rest, but it was only waiting a more propitious
season to continue its path. Charlemagne’s successors
were, in fact, neither the kings of France nor the
emperors of Germany, but the feudal lords, the great
landowners; and their power waxed all the greater
from the fact that, in 853, an edict of Charles the
Bald ordered the reconstruction of the ancient
manors, the repair of their fortifications, and the
construction of new ones, so as to arrest the
devastating invasions of the Normans, of the
Saracens, of the Hungarians, and of the Danes. Thus
Europe became dotted with fortresses, behind which
both nobles and villains found a refuge against the
new flood of barbarians. There was soon scarcely a
stream, a mountain pass, or an important road which
was left undefended either by military posts or by
strong walls (Figs. 5 to 10). The invaders, formerly
rendered so bold and indomitable by the fear they
had succeeded in inspiring, now ceased their raids,
or at most ventured no farther than the shores on
which they had disembarked. Little by little a sense
of security returned to the inhabitants, and the
welfare of the civilised world was assured. A service
of this importance, rendered by the nobles and
seigniors to society at large, naturally gave them
legitimate claims to the exclusive guardianship of the
frontiers which they protected from the common
enemy.
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Fig. 4.—Statue of Charlemagne (formerly in the Church of
Saint-Julien-le-Pauvre, Paris).—Eleventh to  Twelfth
Century.
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Towards the tenth century, every noble who
desired to obtain from another noble, richer or more
powerful than himself, a portion of land to be held as
a fief, and who consented thus to become his vassal,
personally declared in the chief’s presence that for
the future he wished to be his faithful, devoted
servant and his defender until death; with his sword
girded to his side and his spurs on his heels, he
solemnly swore this on the Holy Writ. In the
subsequent ceremony of hommage-lige the vassal,
bareheaded, knelt on one knee, and, placing his
hands within those of his seignior, swore fealty to
him, and undertook to follow him to the wars (Figs.
11 and 12), an obligation not entailed by the first act
of homage, namely, that of hommage-simple.
Thenceforward the seignior ceded to him the land or
the feudal domain, by investiture or by seizin, a
ceremony often accompanied by the giving of a
symbolical sign, such as a clod of earth, a little stick,
or a stone, according to the custom of the soil. The
investiture of kingdoms was conferred with the
sword, that of provinces with a standard.
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Fig. 6.—Tower of the Castle of Foﬁgé?es, Twelfth Century.
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Fig. 7.—Tower of the Castle of Loches Twelfth Century.
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Fig. 8.—Tower of Beaucaire, Thirteenth Century.
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Fig. 9.—Tour du Telegraphe Narbonne, Fourteenth Century.
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——

Flg 10.—Old Castle of _Angoul

=

éme, Thirteenth Century.

The reciprocal obligations of the vassal and his
suzerain were numerous, some moral, some material.
The vassal was bound to loyally preserve the secrets
confided to him by his suzerain (Fig. 13), to prevent
and frustrate any treachery on the part of his
enemies, to defend him at the risk of his own life, to
resign his own horse on the battle-field should his
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lord have lost his, to go as a prisoner in his stead, to
cause his honour to be respected, and to assist him
with his advice. At the simple request of the
suzerain, the vassal was bound to follow him to the
field, either alone or accompanied with a specified
number of armed men, according to the importance
of the fief. The duration of this military service
varied, in like manner, in proportion to the fief, from
twenty to sixty days—a period that did not admit of
very distant expeditions. The feudal seignior stood in
place of the sovereign, and being invested with
executive authority, had necessarily, in order to
exercise it, recourse to the latent force distributed
amongst his vassals, and he naturally did so in
accordance with his own convenience. Justice,
administered in this manner, was termed fiance, that
is to say, public security. The seignior was wont to
summon the men of his fief or fiefs to his plaids, or
assizes, either for the purpose of assisting him with
their advice, to act with him as judges, or to carry
out the sentences he pronounced. He had a right to
two kinds of assistance—obligatory, or legal aids, and
voluntary, or gracious aids. Legal aids were due from
the vassal under three sets of circumstances: when
the seignior was taken prisoner and had to pay a
ransom, when his eldest son was about to be made a
knight, and when he gave away his eldest daughter
in marriage. In feudal society these aids stood in the
place of the public taxes, which in ancient times, as
in our own days, were collected by the State alone;
they differed, however, in this respect, that they
were not due at any stated periods, nor perhaps
could they ever be absolutely enforced, they were a
kind of voluntary gift—from the bestowal of which,
however, few vassals dared to free themselves.
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Fig. 11.—Act of Faith and Homage, Twelfth Century.—Seal of
Conon de Béthune, preserved in the National Archives of
France.
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Fig. 12.—Act of Faith and Homage, Thirteenth Century.—Seal
representing Raimond de Mont-Dragon kneeling before the
Archbishop of Arles, his Suzerain, in the National Archives
of France.

The seignior, who never abdicated his sovereignty
over his vassal, sometimes interfered in certain
essential modifications necessary to the fief—
modifications that the vassal was incompetent to
undertake. These gave rise to new rights, and
became a fresh source of revenue to the seignior. For
instance, the seignior was entitled—first, to the right
of relief, a sum of money payable by every person of
full age who succeeded to the possession of a fief,
which sum became larger as the line of succession
became less direct; secondly, to the right of
alienation, payable by those who sold or alienated the
fief in any way; thirdly, to the rights of escheat and of
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confiscation, in accordance with which the fief
reverted to the suzerain when the vassal died
without leaving an heir, or when, from some act of
his own, he had incurred the penalty of being
deprived of his feudatory rights; fourthly, to the right
of guardianship, in virtue of which the seignior,
during the minority of his vassals, held the ward and
administration of the fief besides enjoying its
revenues; fifthly, to the right of marriage, which
consisted in finding a husband for the female
inheritor of a fief; this right gave the seignior the
privilege of forcing her to select one of the suitors
that he chose to present to her.

As long as a vassal scrupulously fulfilled his
numerous and delicate obligations he might consider
himself as the absolute master of his fief, he might
partially or entirely sub-feudalise it, and become in
his own turn the suzerain of vassals of an inferior
order termed vavasseurs, who were bound to render
to him the same obligations that he himself paid to
his own seignior. On the other hand, the suzerain
was bound to respect his contract, not to dispossess
his vassal without a legitimate motive, but to protect
him, and to render him on all occasions substantial
justice. It was, moreover, to his interest to do this,
for the prosperity of the fief depended upon the
security and welfare of the vassal.
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Fig. 13.—Act of Faith and Homage, with the Legend, Secretum
meum mici (“My Secret is to myself”).—Seal of Gérard de

Saint-Amand, 1199, National Archives of France.

Vassals of the same suzerain, residing in the same
territory, and possessing fiefs of a similar value, were
termed pairs (pares), or equals. Suzerains of every
rank, the king included, had their pairs, and all could
claim the privilege of being tried by these pairs in the
presence of his immediate seignior. If the seignior
refused to act justly, and the vassal considered
himself unrighteously condemned, he had the right
of making an appeal in default of justice to the
suzerain of his own seignior. Another right of appeal,
that of arms, prevailed also in feudal society. The
nobles, as a rule, preferred to carry out their own
justice rather than await from others a slow and
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uncertain decision. This was the cause of there being
so many little wars and so many desperate and
bloody struggles between different seigniorships.
Might made right; but custom, nevertheless, to some
extent regulated the formalities that preceded these
internecine conflicts, so that the seignior or the
vassal who was to be attacked might be forearmed,
and might put himself upon his guard (Figs. 14 and
15). Further, to remedy as much as possible the
calamities ensuing from these perpetual contentions,
the Church had the power of suspending and
preventing them, under pain of excommunication,
from sunset on Wednesday to sunrise on Monday
during the festivals of Lent and Advent, and at all
periods of high religious solemnity. This was the
Peace or the Truce of God.
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Fig. 14.—Chéateau de la Panouze (Aveyron), type of a French
Feudal Castle of the Fourteenth Century, of which remains
still exist.—From a Miniature in a Manuscript in the

National Library of Paris.

The seigniors possessed no right of uniform
justice. In France, a superior, a middle, and an
inferior judicial court were recognised. The first
alone possessed the power of life and death. The
more considerable fiefs had usually attached to them
the right to exercise the highest justice, but there
were exceptions to this rule. A vavasseur, for
instance, might sometimes appeal against this
highest justice, while a seignior, who was only
entitled to exercise the inferior justiciary rights,
might inflict death on all robbers caught in flagrante
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delicto on his lands.
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Fig. 15.—View overlooking the Castle of Pierrefonds (beginning
of the Fifteenth Century), as restored by M. Viollet-le-Duc,
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in his “Dictionnaire d’Architecture.”

The privilege of coining money, always a sure
index of sovereignty, together with the exclusion of
all foreign jurisdiction and of all external authority
from the area of each fief, also constituted two
important prerogatives. Finally, the fief, with its
privileges, always remained intact; it passed
invariably to the eldest of the family, on the sole
condition of his paying homage to the suzerain.

Most of the churches and abbeys, such as those of
Saint-Denis, of Saint-Martin des Champs, and of
Saint-Germain des Prés (Fig. 16), which proudly
reared their towers and spires opposite the Louvre of
the kings of France, exercised on their own account
all the feudal rights which they had acquired by
reason of the territorial possessions as well as by the
concessions lavishly ceded to them by their
sovereigns. The archbishops, the bishops, and the
abbots thus became temporal lords, and were
consequently forced to have vassals for military
service, to keep up a court of justice, and to support
a mint, thus uniting—in the case of bishops who
enjoyed the temporal rank of count—spiritual with
political authority.
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East, as it stood in 1361.—Fac-simile of an Engraving in the
“Histoire de Saint-Germain des Prés,” by Dom Bouillard: in
folio.

A, Road leading to the River Seine; B, St. Peter’s Chapel; C, the
Close; D, Road leading to the Pré-aux Clercs; E, Place of the
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Breach; F, Ditch; G, the Pope’s Gate; H, Cloister; I,
Refectory; K, Dormitory; L, the Church; M, Chapel of the
Virgin; N, Road between the Ditch and the Pré-aux-Clercs;
O, space between the Barrier to the Rue des Ciseaux; P,
Great Gate of the Monastery; Q, Road to the River; R,
Barrier close to the Ditch; S, the Inn called the Chapeau
Rouge; T, the Pillory.

This twofold power made the prelate the suzerain
of all the seigniors in his diocese. Towards the end of
the tenth century the feudal ecclesiastics, by reason
of the permission granted to laymen to bequeath
their property to the Church, as well as of the
strictness of the laws which forbade the alienation of
ecclesiastical property, possessed a fifth part of all
French and English soil, and nearly a third of
Germany; whilst the last surviving Carlovingian
could only claim the town of Laon, where he resided,
to such an extent had his predecessors despoiled
themselves of their lands in favour of their great
vassals, who still, however, recognised him as their
suzerain. In the eleventh century Europe was divided
into a multitude of fiefs, each having its own mode
of life, its own laws, its own customs, and its
ecclesiastical or lay head, who was as independent as
he well could be. Around these, but under certain
conditions of dependence and of subordination, was
developed the much more numerous class of
freedmen. Gradually manual labour and the efforts of
a growing intelligence led to the political existence
of the bourgeois, those worthy representatives of the
labouring portion of society. The part which was
taken by the latter was not always of a passive
character. As early as the year 987 the villains of
Normandy rebelled and leagued themselves against
their feudal lords, claiming the right of fishing and of
the chase, and the privilege of having an
administration and a magistracy of their own; it was
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thus that the innate power of the people revealed
itself: the towns and the boroughs were peopled with
inhabitants who held their homes in tenure from the
seigniors—who were the proprietors of the soil—
under certain servile obligations as to the payment of
taxes. As soon as the establishment of the hierarchy
of fiefs had put an end to discord and anarchy, the
germs of the Great Revolution—destined to restore
civil liberty to the heirs of the countless inhabitants
whom the misfortunes of Gaul and the tyranny of the
emperors had reduced to servitude—began to show
themselves. It was in this wise that the communal
movement originated, and the town of Mans is
generally credited with having been the first to set
the example of having, through the agency of the
working classes, conspired against the seignior. We
find in the annals of Metz, about the year 1098,
record of the election for life of a maitre-échevin
(high-sheriff), named Millon, in place of one, by
name Hennolu-Bertin, who had been elected for one
year, but who, doubtless, was not the first in his
office. And we find an echevinal council, termed the
council of the twelve, enjoying functions at once
magisterial, administrative, and military. Metz
possessed at the same time, by the side of their
communal organization, a count of the name of
Gerald, who was succeeded in 1063 by another count
named Folmar. It had also a bishop, rich, powerful,
firm, full of learning, named Adalbéron, a favourite
both with the Pope and with the Emperor, influential
enough to obtain anything, but never asking
anything but what was just. It was, therefore, under
the protection of the sword of the count and of the
crozier of the bishop that the municipal liberties of
Metz began to grow—Iliberties that became within a
single century so developed and powerful that
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Bertram, another bishop of Saxon origin, undertook
the task of restricting them, and endeavoured to
regulate them by a charter which restored to the
Church its electoral but not its governmental
influence. This first communal organization, a type
of many other municipalities in France and in
Germany, was inaugurated without bloodshed. But
this was not everywhere the case; at Cambrai, for
instance, the commune was only established after a
century of open warfare between the inhabitants and
the bishop, their suzerain. At Laon—that ancient
feudal city where the nobility and the burgesses
engaged in all kinds of brigandage, where the
bishop, who was a famous warrior and huntsman,
was in the habit of sharing with the dignitaries of his
cathedral and with the aristocracy of the town the
fruit of his exactions—the commune inaugurated
itself with the blood of their bishop, who was
assassinated in the midst of a terrible insurrection.
The towns of Amiens, of Beauvais, of Noyon, of
Saint-Quentin, of Sens, of Soissons (Fig. 17), and of
Vézelay, underwent nearly the same vicissitudes that
Cambrai and Laon had experienced, and finally
attained, after similar trials, a similar position.
Perhaps Cambrai, of all the French communes, was
the most exacting towards the feudal power that it
was trampling under foot. “Ni 1’évéque, ni
I’Empereur, ne peuvent mia asseoir ne taxe, ne
tribut, et n’en peult issir la malice, fors que pour la
bonne garde et défense de la ville, et ce depuis coq
chantant jusques a la nuit.”1l No vassal had ever
claimed or obtained more in the exercise of his
feudal rights (Fig. 18).
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Fig. 17.—Seal of the Commune of Soissons, representing the
Mayor of Soissons, armed at all points, in the midst of the
Sheriffs of the Town (1228).—National Archives of France.

The inauguration of the communal system had
taken place without a struggle, and almost without
opposition, as a useful and necessary reform at Metz,
at Rheims, in a few midland towns, such as Bourges,
Moulins, Lyons, Périgeux, and in most of the
southern cities, such as Arles, Aigues-Mortes (Fig.
19), Marseilles, Narbonne, Cahors (Fig. 20),
Carcassonne (Fig. 21), Nimes, and Bordeaux. This
was explained by the fact that this independent
action of the people had been prepared by the system
adopted by the Franks, who allowed no difference to
exist between the condition of the conquered and of
the conquerors. The rights they might enjoy and the
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duties they were to perform had been equally shared
amongst all the freedmen of the monarchy without
any distinction as to nationality; the Franks would
have feared, had they acted differently, that they
were reserving for the sovereign the possibility of
using the oppressed nations as a weapon to
overcome the conquerors themselves, and that in this
way they might be leaving a loophole through which
the monarchy might degenerate into despotism.
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Fig. 18.—Thomas of Savoy, Count of Flanders, and Joan his
Wife, grant to the Town of Cambrai the Charter of Peace
made between the Counts of Hainaut and the Chapter of
Cambrai in 1240.—Miniature from the “Chroniques de
Hainaut,” Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century (Burgundian
Library, Brussels).

Beyond the Alps, particularly in Lombardy, under
the fostering action of liberal institutions, commerce
and manufactures developed themselves, particularly
at Milan, Pavia, Verona, and Florence; and in a still
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higher degree, owing to their position on the sea-
board, at Venice and Genoa. In these rich and
prosperous cities the seignorial nobility and the
Church reigned side by side, enjoying a nearly equal
and parallel influence, and when feudalism
attempted to absorb them by its inflexible despotism,
the manufacturing and the commercial -classes,
selecting as their leaders a few more prominent of
the artisans and some of the most respected of the
clergy, allied themselves with the lesser rural nobles,
and, with the assistance of the latter’s vassals,
succeeded in repulsing its crushing yoke. This,
however, was not accomplished without tremendous
struggles, nor without painful trials and heavy
sacrifices.
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Town obtained in 1246 a Communal Charter (Military
Architecture of the Thirteenth Century).

In the Low Countries, which had always so highly
exalted the sentiment of local patriotism, the struggle
of the villains against the nobles, whether lay or
ecclesiastic, differed but little from the struggle of
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the towns in the north of France against the
seigniors, but it assumed larger proportions in
accordance with the immense resources of every kind
which they had at their disposal. The feudal lord had
his drawbridge, his battlements, and his men-at-arms
cased in iron; but his rebellious vassal could boast on
his side, besides the narrow and winding streets of
his stronghold and the number of his fellow-
combatants, many warlike engines and well-made
weapons which he himself had manufactured. When
feudalism, in order to crush what it then termed the
populace, summoned to its banner hordes of
adventurers recruited from all parts of the world, it
was encountered by undisciplined levies of armed
mechanics and artisans, who issued forth from
Ghent, from Bruges, and from Liége, and not
unfrequently returned victorious.
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Fig. 21.—Plan of the Fortified City of Carcassonne (Thirteenth
Century).

Beyond the Meuse, the Moselle, and the Rhine,
feudalism flourished. Lofty fortresses, surrounded
with a triple moat, everywhere cast their shadows
athwart the land, though the towns enjoyed a full
share of municipal liberty, and were not
unfrequently the disinterested spectators of the
terrible struggles that the feudal nobility carried on
between themselves. Nowhere did feudalism display
more arrogance or more barbarity than in Germany,
which resembled some vast camp to which the
nobles flocked to meet face to face in desperate
combat.

When it came to pass that the industrial and
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populous towns of Germany cried out for municipal
liberties similar to those enjoyed by the towns of
France, Italy, and the Low Countries, the emperor
hastened to grant and confirm their desires. He did
more, he gave them the right of immediate appeal
against the princes of the empire—that is to say, any
towns situated in the territory of any prince were
responsible, not to the latter, but directly and
immediately to the emperor himself, who thus laid
for himself the foundations of strong natural supports
in the very heart of the larger fiefs. The towns of
Germany, already rich and flourishing, increased
their commerce and their wealth, thanks to the new
position they thus acquired.

The Emperor Henry V. greatly assisted this pacific
revolution by granting privileges to the lower class of
citizens and to the artisans, who up to that time had,
according to the spirit of the Roman law, lived apart
from the freedmen and remained at the lowest
degree of the social scale. He relieved them, in
particular, from the bondage of a custom by virtue of
which the seignior at their deaths became entitled to
all their personal property, or, at least, enjoyed the
power of claiming everything worth having which
they had left behind them.

In many towns Henry V. deprived the bishop of
his temporal authority, and formed the burgesses
into companies or guilds according to the nature of
their manual occupation, a custom that was
immediately imitated and adopted in other
commercial countries. The bourgeoisie, organized in
this manner into distinct groups, soon elected
councils among themselves, the members of which,
under the rule of senators, prud’hommes, bonshommes,
echevins, and jurymen, began by assisting the
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representative of the imperial authority, whether
duke, count, judge, or bishop, and ended by
exercising a special and independent authority of
their own, not over the vassals, but over citizens and
commoners.

It will be asked, what then was the commune
which had established itself with more or less effort
and sacrifice in the principal parts of Europe? and
further, as the commune had succeeded in one way
or another in establishing itself, what privileges or
immunities remained to the feudal lord, whether
clerical or lay? Guilbert de Nogent, the open
adversary of communal institutions, will perhaps
give the best answer to these inquiries: “Those who
pay taxes now pay only once a year the rent they
owe to their seignior. If they commit some
misdemeanour they have at the most to pay a fine,
the amount of which is legally fixed; as for the
moneys that were wont to be levied from the serfs,
they are now quite exempt from them.” Guilbert de
Nogent might have indicated other victories obtained
by the bourgeois, victories that were still more
important in their moral influence, and which sooner
or later were destined to change the face of society.
As for the more intelligent seigniors who better
understood their own personal interest, as well as the
logical results of a paternal administration, they
attempted to favour the instinctive movement of the
rural populations, who, to shield themselves from the
tyranny, the exactions, and the bad treatment of
their feudal masters, were in the habit of seeking
shelter and protection from some lord more humane
or more politic than the rest, and who used, on the
faith of a communal charter, to settle beside the
ramparts of some seignorial manor (Fig. 22), around
some loopholed church, or in the shade of some
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fortified monastery.
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of France.

The seignior in these cases was the gainer of so
many able-bodied men, either artisans or
agriculturists, but soldiers in case of need; and he
was the gainer, moreover, in matters of revenue and
influence.

It can easily be understood that in those times
many charters were drawn up similar to the
following, which is worth quoting as a type: “I,
Henry, Count of Troyes, make known to all present
and to come, that I have established the
undermentioned rules for the inhabitants of my new
town (in the neighbourhood of Pont-sur-Seine)
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between the bridges of Pugny. Every man inhabiting
the said town shall pay every year twelve deniers
and a measure of oats as the price of his dwelling,
and if he desires to hold a portion of land or
meadow, he must pay four deniers yearly for every
acre. The houses, vines, and fields may be sold or
alienated at the pleasure of the holder. The men who
reside in the said town shall go neither to the ost (an
army in the field), nor shall they join any expedition
unless I myself am at their head. I hereby allow
them, moreover, to have six aldermen to administer
the ordinary business of the town and to assist my
provost in his duties. I have decreed that no seignior,
be he knight or other, shall be allowed to withdraw
from the town any of the men inhabitants for any
reason whatsoever, unless such be his own men, or
unless he owe the seignior any arrears of taxes.—
Given at Provins, in the year of the Incarnation,
1175.” This name of Ville-neuve, which is so often
found repeated in the charters and deeds of the
Middle Ages, as, for example, Ville-neuve-I’Etang,
Ville-neuve-Saint-George, Ville-neuve-le-Roi, Ville-
neuve-lez-Avignon, &c., is evidence of what was an
ordinary event in the twelfth century, namely, the
creation of a free town, enfranchised from its birth,
and subject to some small and insignificant payments
to the seignior, and whose inhabitants, but yesterday
serfs or villains, were now proprietors of portions of
the soil, which they might dispose of or bequeath,
either by gift or by testamentary disposition, under
the immediate protection of their nominal seignior.
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—Ferrand of Portugal, Count of Flanders, made Prisoner
at the Battle of Bouvines, and taken to Paris: “The Clergy
and Laity singing Hymns and Songs.”—Fac-simile of a
Miniature in the “Chroniques de Hainaut,” Manuscript of
the Fifteenth Century (Burgundian Library, Brussels).

Some ancient towns of the royal domains of
France, such as Paris, Orleans, Meaux, Senlis, and
others, which do not seem to have preserved the
least trace of Roman institutions, always excepting
the company of the Nautes Parisiennes, who were the
true founders of the ancient municipality of Paris,
were each governed by a provost, who was the
officer and lieutenant of the king, their seignior, and
they further enjoyed certain special liberties and
privileges. In 1137, Louis VII., at the suggestion of
his minister, Suger, forbade his provost and officers
to annoy the burgesses in any manner whatsoever,
and fixed the amount of their taxation himself. Ten
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years later, the same sovereign abolished the right of
mortmain, repressed the abuses of the fiscal taxes,
instituted a judicial system, and greatly encouraged
commerce. It was not as king, but as seignior
suzerain, that Louis VII. acted in this manner. The
French, bourgeoisie was at this time of but recent
origin; it had sprung from a triumphant villanage,
and was beginning to form a new branch, from
which was to issue, a few centuries later, the third
estate. Legal jurisdiction and the right of coinage,
feudal privileges of which the royal suzerain had
always been very jealous, were favours it then but
seldom enjoyed. Philip-Augustus understood better
than his predecessors the interests of the royal
power, for he graciously granted seventy-eight
communal charters; he was rewarded by the effectual
assistance the communal levies afforded him at the
battle of Bouvines (1214), when he was fortunate
enough to overthrow the coalition that foreign
feudalism had formed with his rebellious great
vassals. He forced the latter to return to their duty,
and one of them, the Count of Flanders, remained
twelve years a prisoner in the principal tower of the
Louvre (Fig. 23). Philip-Augustus had not shrunk
from granting a legal constitution to the bourgeoisie
of Paris and the principal towns, in opposition to the
feudal nobility.

The communal movement, a natural development
of the legal rights introduced by the Franks, was
scarcely felt in England. Already, long before the
Norman Conquest, under the Anglo-Saxon rule, many
busy towns, wealthy and populous, such as
Canterbury, London, Oxford, and York, took a share
in public affairs, a limited share, it is true, but one
sufficient for their wellbeing and prosperity. The
victorious invasion of William of Normandy, so fatal
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to the whole country, was still more so to the large
towns, which were compelled to behold their own
material ruin, the sequestration and confiscation of
their property, the dispersion and infeudation of
their inhabitants, their agriculturists and their
farmers. Unable any longer to invoke the protection
of an easy-natured sovereign, they were forced to
bow their heads beneath the sway of strangers, lucky
adventurers, bold, exacting, despotic, and cruel men,
believing in no faith and obeying no law, the very
dregs of French feudalism. King Henry I., the third
son of William the Conqueror, after many sanguinary
struggles, in which his barons were not found
wanting in fealty to him, granted them the
celebrated charter called Magna Charta—usually,
though, erroneously, considered the fundamental
origin of English liberties, which, however, really
dated from a prior period; at the same time (1132)
he released the burgesses of London from the
lamentable state of degradation in which they had
existed since the Conquest. In the reign of Henry II.
—an administrative and judicial reformer—not in
England alone, but in those parts of Scotland and
Ireland which he had conquered (1154-1182), the
inhabitants of many towns acquired the right to
purchase the freehold of the soil they occupied, and
to free themselves from several special taxes by
paying a fixed sum to the feudal lord. Thenceforward
arose that haughty bourgeoisie, with which the
barons had soon to reckon, a class which John
Lackland favoured proportionately as he dreaded the
continual rebellions of the feudal seigniors. Twice
was Prince Louis, the son of Philip-Augustus,
summoned by the Anglo-Norman barons to cross the
channel with an army to force the English king to
fulfil the clauses of the charters he had granted to his
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great vassals (1215-1216); on the other hand, the
towns and communes, grown rich and powerful,
thanks to the privileges which had been granted to
them as well as to the intelligent activity of their
manufactures, forced the nobles to respect them. The
latter no longer attempted to compel assistance, but
solicited it, often even humbly, so that the
communes and the landed aristocracy held an equal
position in the feudal hierarchy. The title of noble
and baron, bestowed on the leading citizens of
London and the Cinque Ports, raised the middle-class
to a higher position. Indeed, to enable it, already
powerful by its wealth and by its alliances, to
become a political body, it only needed the privilege
of sending representatives to parliament, a privilege
which was granted in 1264 to the principal towns of
the kingdom.
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Fig. 24.—Philip III., called “the Bold,” in Royal Costume.—From

a Miniature in a Manuscript of the Fourteenth Century
(Burgundian Library, Brussels).
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In France, about the same period, the industrial
and trading bourgeoisie had seats in the privy
council of St. Louis, and, advancing in letters and
science, it gradually obtained possession of all the
chairs at the university. As early as the reign of
Philip the Bold (Fig. 24), it occupied all the higher
positions in the judicature, and hence it assumed a
place in the great bailiwicks and parliaments, from
which the feudal nobility did not condescend to oust
it, and which, after a time, enabled it to offer a
successful resistance to the abuse of power on the
part of this same nobility, whose authority steadily
diminished. Admitted by Philippe-le-Bel to the
general assemblies of the nation and to the sessions
of the states-general, the bourgeoisie became one of
the states, an order of the kingdom, that is, the tiers-
état. It absorbed the offices pertaining to the general
administration and to finance, it furnished the lower
orders of the clergy with most of their distinguished
representatives, and the municipalities with the most
gifted of their magistrates; it acquired the right of
purchasing offices which carried nobility with them,
of possessing seignorial domains with high and petty
justice, and thus it forced its way like ivy into the
crevices of the feudal edifice, which stone by stone
crumbled to pieces. Philippe-le-Bel, surnamed the
King of the Lawyers—who helped him in a material
degree to carry out his designs—showed himself, as a
natural consequence, the King of the Commons (tiers-
état), and the secret enemy of the Church and the
nobility. The latter, valiant and -chivalrous, but
devoid of forethought, rushing headlong into every
kind of adventure, and caring only for deeds of
daring and warlike achievements, regardless of their
material interests, gradually allowed themselves to
be divested of a considerable part of their domains
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by the bourgeoisie, who lent them money upon
mortgage, and by the voués or procureurs, who ruined
them. The decadence of their wealth dated from the
First Crusade, when they encumbered their estates to
pay the expenses of distant expeditions, which they
undertook almost entirely at their own cost; and
when they wished to recover possession of the
properties which they had handed over to some third
party, they found them loaded with fresh debts,
which had been contracted during their absence, and
producing but nominal revenues for want of hands to
cultivate the soil. They then were obliged to sell a
portion of the property, and that at a great loss. The
only resource remaining was the concession of their
feudal privileges, and in this way the nobility lost the
right of coining money and of exercising justice,
while the sovereigns—Philippe-le-Bel in particular—
seconded by the bourgeoisie, increased their absolute
power.

The massacre of more than six thousand
chevaliers at Courtray (1302), by the Flemish militia
(Fig. 25), was a heavy blow to the pride of the
generous but reckless nobility of France. It was
humiliating to these lords to find that the villains
knew how to wield the arms which they had been in
the habit of making for others; they saw that they
possessed the courage and skill needed to win
battles, and that henceforward they must be
reckoned upon as a force able to take the field as
well as formidable when engaged in street riots.



Military and religious life in the Middle Ages and at the period of the Renaissance

82

Fig. 25.—Flemish Warrior in the Uniform of the Van Artevelde
Militia: Stone Statue formerly in one of the niches in the

Belfry at Ghent, now in the Ruins of St. Bavon of Ghent
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(Fourteenth Century).

In Germany, the fall of the Hohenstaufen family,
formerly Dukes of Swabia and Franconia, favoured
the enfranchisement of towns; all the cities in these
two principalities, hitherto subject to the mediatised
lords, reverted to the emperor, who, without any real
power over them, left them free to establish the
franchise and immunities of a republic. In order to
increase their populations, they followed the
example of the sovereigns and feudal lords of France
and Lombardy in regard to the formation of new
towns, establishing around their walls, as feudalism
had done outside its donjons, fields of refuge. These
were occupied by a host of strangers, who received
the designation of Pfahlbiirger—citizens of the
palisades, or faubourgians, originally sheltered and
protected by a wooden barrier. These receded in
proportion as the number of inhabitants increased,
and according as their trade developed. Many serfs
deserted the neighbouring fiefs to seek in these free
towns the independence, position, success, and all
the advantages which they could not enjoy under the
feudal régime. Their lords demanded their
extradition by virtue of their feudal rights,
accompanying the demand with threats, which were
sometimes effectual; but the free towns, not less
interested in keeping the fugitive than the latter was
in remaining with them, endeavoured to gain time
and to favour his retreat until after the expiration of
three hundred and sixty-five days, when the right of
the lord to his liegeman or vassal ceased.

The imperial towns—which, from the twelfth to
the fourteenth century, after having freed themselves
from the fetters of feudalism, had risen to such a
height of independence that the emperor himself had
but a nominal supremacy over them—were Ratisbon,
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in Bavaria; Augsburg and Ulm, in Swabia;
Nuremberg, Spiers, Worms, and Frankfort-on-the-
Main, in Franconia; Magdeburg, in Saxony;
Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck, in the Hanseatic
League; Aix-la-Chapelle, Bonn, Cologne, Coblentz,
Mayence, Strasburg, and Metz, in the Rhenish and
Lotharingian provinces. These towns, essentially
industrial and commercial, in which the middle-
classes were for the most part supreme, formed vast
emporiums, teeming with the products of the north,
the south, and the east. They were looked upon as
the store-houses and arsenals of Europe. Feudalism,
unable to produce anything for itself, was always
replenishing from these depo6ts the resources
necessary for equipping and revictualling its armies.
From them came the arms and the engines of
warfare, as well as the special workmen, the cross-
bowmen, the carpenters, the founders, and the
artillerymen, who composed the personnel of the
artillery at this period. If the free towns had arrived
at a common understanding, and formed a pacific
league between themselves, they would have
presented a serious obstacle to the struggles of the
suzerain lords; but their distance from each other,
especially those in the centre of Germany, prevented
them from coming to such an arrangement. Nor
could they, as in England, form an alliance with the
feudal nobility, nor, as in France, make common
cause with the suzerain. As the emperor left them to
act independently, they were obliged to organize
their own defence, to contract alliances with some
powerful neighbour, and weaken, by dividing them,
those enemies whom they deemed stronger than
themselves. Thus these free towns never constituted
a homogeneous body; they were isolated and spread
over a vast extent of territory, being only brought
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together by feelings of interest and sympathy, but
without any mutual tie or political cohesion. The
lord with whom they were at war to-day, would
enter their service and pay the next, with the title of
soldarien; and at times a single town would have as
many as two or three hundred of these allies, who
were always followed by a swarm of marauders, and
who spread desolation throughout the land. The
lords who were without fortune, who represented the
petty feudalism of the country districts, finding in
the service of these towns a means for keeping up
their state and paying their followers, passed from
one to the other, and only enlisted under the
standard of a sovereign prince for want of better
employment, for the latter did not as a rule pay so
well as these free towns.

From the eleventh to the fourteenth century, the
position of the bishop, in point of political influence,
did not improve in these free or republican towns,
either in England, France, or Germany. Suzerain lord
by moral authority, he was only so to a very limited
degree (Fig. 26) in respect to his temporal power. He
only exercised justice over his vassals, or at most
over the members of the secular and inferior clergy,
for the canons, the incumbents, and even the
deacons, enjoying as they did special immunities,
would have appealed, in the event of a dispute or of
censure, to their metropolitan archbishop, or even to
Rome. It is true that the lay depositaries of municipal
authority did not, on their side, take any judicial
steps against the ecclesiastics, except in case of
conspiracy against the State, which alone rendered
them answerable to secular justice. Outside the
subordinates of the bishop and the chapter, the
episcopal court or tribunal took cognizance of the
crimes, the offences, and misdemeanours against
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religion of which any citizen might be guilty, and
also of the heresies, blasphemies, breaking of images,
glaring infractions of the commandments of God and
of the Church, insults and assaults of the priests, &c.
And even in these cases, where the delinquent could
plead nobility, and especially when he belonged to
the higher classes of feudalism, the jurisdiction of the
ecclesiastical tribunals could not reach him. As the
nobility could always claim to be judged by their
peers, there was rarely any infraction of this feudal
principle, and then only where some diocesan bishop
or metropolitan was powerful enough to substitute
his own will for the customary right.

Fig. 26.—Seal of John, Bishop of Puy and Count of Velay
(1305), holding in his right hand a naked sword as a token
of secular jurisdiction.
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Fig. 27.—The Tree of Battles: Allegorical Figures representing
the discord which exists between the various classes of
society.—Reproduced from a Miniature of “The Tree of
Battles” of Honoré Bouet, Manuscript of the Fifteenth
Century (Burgundian Library, Brussels).

In nearly all the episcopal towns, the judgment of
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the prelate or of his delegates was delivered from the
square in front of the cathedral, or from the doorway
of some exterior and adjacent chapel. This practice,
maintained during the first centuries of the Church’s
existence, ceased when another form of justice,
namely, civil justice, took its place. In order to avoid
the conflicts which must have ensued, and to furnish
no pretext for popular disturbance, the ecclesiastical
justice took refuge in some special place, generally
called the Cour léresque, till at last the diocesan
power, deprived of its temporal prerogatives within
the boundary of the free towns, found itself obliged
to transfer somewhere else the seat of its jurisdiction
and of those feudal rights which it still retained. The
mint of the prelate was established there; but so wide
was the disagreement between the ecclesiastical and
the civil authorities, and so sustained the struggle
between the feudal and the middle-class interests,
that it often happened that the episcopal money was
not accepted as current coin, even in the town where
the bishop was spiritually supreme, nor in the
territory annexed to the free town and enjoying
equal prerogatives.

In Germany and in Italy the emperor, in France
and England the king, as the highest representatives
of feudalism, possessed in every large city—notably
in the cities termed imperial or royal—an official
delegate, called burgrave, count, or viscount, who,
originally at the head of the army, the magistracy,
and the finances, gradually lost his prerogatives till,
in the thirteenth century, he was scarcely more than
a mere dignitary, without either power or credit.
Many bishops, authorised by the lay sovereign, took
the title of count, without, however, adding in any
material degree to their influence. Besides, whatever
may have been the nature and extent of the functions
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of a count, it does not appear that the free towns
paid any more heed to them than to the pre-
eminence of the bishop in all that appertained to the
administration and government of the commune. In
many places, especially in Italy and upon the banks
of the Moselle and the Rhine, the bourgeoisie
possessed councils invested both with the judicial
and executive power, also a senate and a parliament,
which was summoned by the ringing of a bell, and to
which the lords inhabiting the adjacent castles were
admitted, but only as ordinary citizens; without,
however, losing any of their domainial privileges.

Though feudalism possessed nearly the same
generic type in all European countries, it presented
here and there varying shades of nationality, due to
the dissimilarity of race, to the habits of the people,
to the different modes in which it had been
introduced, and to the diverse phases of its struggle
and growth.
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Fig. 28.—Seal of John, Duke of“Burgundy, Count of Nevers and
Baron of Donzy, surnamed Jean sans Peur (1371-1419).—
National Archives of Paris.

The illustrious house of Franconia, alarmed at the
incessant progress of high German feudalism, and
anxious to check it, created, in the midst of the
duchies by which it was threatened, a number of
immediate lordships, owing fealty only to the
emperor, and having an hereditary right over the
fiefs of chivalry. This step met with an obstinate
resistance from the great vassals who possessed this
hereditary right, which the elected monarch did not
enjoy of himself. On the other hand, the palatine
lords, agents of the emperor, and empowered to
represent him in the great fiefs or in his domains,
and the burgraves of the towns, impatient to free
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themselves from the imperial suzerainty, displayed at
the same time the insubordination which the leudes
had practised in the Carlovingian epoch, and
endeavoured to establish for themselves an
independence transmissible to their heirs. While this
movement was going on, the Pope was lowering the
status of the empire; Innocent II. compelled the
Emperor Lothair II. to receive in fee from him
Tuscany, the Duchy of Spoleta, the Marches of
Ancona, Bologna, Parma, Placenza, &c., forming part
of the legacy bequeathed to the Holy See by the
Countess Matilda. From this flagrant humiliation,
submitted to by Conrad of Hohenstaufen, the
successor of Lothair, and haughtily rejected by Henry
the Haughty when he refused to render feudal
homage to the Pope, arose the celebrated quarrel of
the Guelphs and the Ghibellines, which, from the
banks of the Rhine, spread beyond the Alps, and
implanted itself in the very heart of Italy. Henry the
Haughty, chief of the Guelphs, independent and
royal, was proscribed and stripped of his duchies,
while Conrad, chief of the Ghibellines, inaugurated
the brilliant dynasty of the Hohenstaufens. Thirty
years of bitter warfare, during which the alliance of
the papacy with the national party was cemented,
seconded by the efforts of petty feudalism, led up to
the treaty of Constance, which brought to a definite
close the struggle of the feudal empire against the
popular independence of the cities of Italy. The Pope
had recovered the freeholds left him by the Countess
Matilda; the towns preserved their regal
prerogatives, entire liberty to raise armies, to
surround themselves with walls (Fig. 29), to exercise
criminal and civil jurisdiction, and to form
confederations with other towns, &c. The emperor
was left with no other privileges than those of
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confirming, through his ambassadors, the consular
elections, and of appointing in each town a judge of
appeal in his name. It was in vain that the Emperor
Henry VI. endeavoured to re-establish high
feudalism; he died in the attempt (1199), and
Innocent III., who considered himself to be the
natural defender of all the rights and the supreme
judge in all the monarchies in Europe, resisted every
effort made by Henry VI. Several Crusades,
moreover, which occurred at about this period,
created a modification in the warlike sentiments of
the feudal nobility, until, thanks to the policy of the
illustrious pontiffs who had occupied the chair of St.
Peter, and to the efforts of the Italian free towns,
backed up by the petty feudal nobility, the
independence of Italy rose triumphant from the tomb
which opened for the Emperor Frederick II. on
December 13th, 1250.

In England, John Lackland had, by the Magna
Charta of 1215-1216, promised the clergy to respect
the liberties of the Church, and notably the freedom
of election; to the feudal lords he had promised to
observe the feudal conditions of release, of ward, and
of marriage; to the bourgeois, that no new tax should
be levied without the consent of the common
council; and to all his subjects he accorded the
habeas corpus—that is to say, the liberty of the
person, with trial by jury, by constituting the court
of common pleas at a certain fixed place. A second
charter, called the Forest Charter, mitigated the
extreme severity of the penalties for infraction of the
laws appertaining to the chase, and guaranteed the
whole of the liberties which had been extracted from
him by creating a tribunal of twenty-five barons,
entrusted with the function of seeing that this charter
was carried out, and, further, of keeping watch over
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the action of the crown. This was submitting the
Government to a regular course of discipline. Just as
the feudal nobility had been kept under and
oppressed by the sovereign power, so was the latter
now hedged in, thwarted, and hampered in its
despotic tendencies.

Fig. 29.—The fortified Bridge of Lamen_t;;ﬂo near Rome, theatre
of the wars between the Guelphs and the Ghibellines, in the
Twelfth Century.

St. Louis, following in the footsteps of Philip
Augustus, laboured to suppress the abuses of the
feudal régime; he compelled his barons to choose
between the fiefs which they held from him and
those which they had received from the kings of
England; he rooted out the old feudal stocks, created
a new feudalism, not less valiant but more moral
than the old, and never lost sight of the formidable
opposition which the old nobility had ventured to set
up against the Queen-Regent, Blanche of Castile,
when it declared that the young King Louis should
not be consecrated until the suzerain aristocracy was
restored to the plenitude of its privileges. After Louis
IX., French feudalism, transformed by the saint-king,
was neither less haughty, less trivial, nor less
insolent than before, but it was more favourable to
the crown and less hostile to the Church. It formed a
brilliant array of chivalry, full of enthusiasm and



Military and religious life in the Middle Ages and at the period of the Renaissance

94

impetuosity, commencing a battle well, always
winning it at the very beginning of the action, but
losing it afterwards for want of being supported by a
national body of infantry, whose help it despised; it
made up a body of cavalry admirably adapted for
tournaments and feats of arms, but incapable of
carrying on a regular warfare, or even of ensuring
success in a great battle. The victories of Mons-en-
Puelle, under Philip IV., and of Cassel, under Philip
of Valois (1328), increased to the utmost the blind
confidence of the French nobility, and brought
about, by absolutely identical means, the disasters of
Crecy, Poitiers, and Agincourt (1346, 1356, 1415).

From the events which took place during the
space of a century, from the accession to the imperial
throne of the Emperor Louis V. (1313) to the Peace
of Brétigny (1360), it was made manifest that the
destinies of the feudal world rested henceforth upon
France and England, those two rival powers, both of
which were acquisitive and inflexible; that the
Emperor and the Pope occupied but the second place
in this latest evolution of feudalism; that Rome,
compelled to bend towards France, gave the latter a
considerable preponderance, and that the force of
equilibrium must inevitably bring together the King
of England and the Emperor of Germany. The French
royalty, despite the vicissitudes caused by an
incessant struggle against the English, despite the
ravages of the plague, which had depopulated two-
thirds of the kingdom, despite its financial burdens
and the precarious position of the monarchy,
continued its work of assimilation and feudal
incorporation; the suzerainty attaching to the great
fiefs gradually fell under the jurisdiction of the
sovereign, while, upon the right bank of the Rhine,
the great barons remained almost as omnipotent as
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ever they had been.

There existed in Germany at that time two kinds
of leagues between the nobility, the one offensive
and the other defensive; that of the Gauerbinate or
Gauerbschaften, by virtue of which the petty nobility
formed family pacts for transmitting their fiefs by
indirect line when the direct line should fail, and for
reconstructing or repairing their castles out of a
common fund; and that of the Teutonic Hanse, the
league of the prince-archbishops and electors with
sixty towns upon the Rhine. Rodolph of Hapsburg
(Fig. 30), a monarch as resolute as he was able, put a
stop to proceedings which were full of danger to the
imperial authority, compelled his vassals to do him
homage, and razed to the ground seventy fortresses
whose feudal brigandage had scattered desolation
and ruin; but, after his death, the usurpation of the
suzerain lords began afresh, and the Bulle d’Or,
which was the basis of public right in Germany,
confirmed the downfall of the imperial suzerainty
(1378).
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Fig. 30.—Equestrian Stone Statue of Rodolph of Hapsburg,
Emperor of Germany, by Erwin de Steinbach, placed above
the Grand Portal of Strasburg Cathedral (Thirteenth
Century).
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Fig. 31.—Maximilian of Austria, with Mary of Burgundy, his
wife, only daughter of Charles the Bold, and their young
son Philip, afterwards King of Castile.—“Abridged
Chronicles of Burgundy,” Manuscript of the Fifteenth
Century, in the Library of M. Ambroise-Firmin Didot.

In France, on the other hand, as each convocation
of the States-General was attended with the creation
or levying of some new tax, the third estate
attempted to exact all the more from royalty in
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proportion as it gratified the latter’s pecuniary
demands, claiming to have a voice in the question of
peace or war, to direct the financial affairs of the
kingdom, to be convoked every year, and to share,
with the two other orders, the weight of the charges
the profit of which ought to be shared by all. The
feudal nobility resisted the exorbitant pretensions of
the third estate, but when they saw this class forming
a secret alliance with the clergy, and setting on foot
a formidable league, the password of which was the
destruction of the castles and the annihilation of the
nobles, they hesitated, and did nothing until the
horrible excesses committed by the league in the
country districts had given the feudal reaction a
character of legality. In 1383, after the battle of
Rosebecque, which inflicted a heavy blow upon the
communal cause in Flanders and in France, it seemed
as if the power of suzerainty was about to revive
once more. Froissart, in his Chronicles, rejoiced at
this fact, because he believed that social order was
threatened with utter ruin (see his Chronicles, year
1383); but French chivalry succumbed in its turn at
Agincourt beneath the onslaught of the English
archers. This was the final condemnation of feudal
armies, as well as of the system which these armies
represented, and which they had failed in sustaining.
French feudalism had already ceased to be anything
more than a storehouse of traditions which were still
held in respect, and of old customs which had fallen
into disuse among the ancient nobility.

In England, Scotland, and Ireland, high feudalism
was rapidly in course of decay, before Henry VIIIL.
dealt it its death-blow; in Germany it struggled for
existence during the reign of Maximilian (Fig. 31); in
France it was crushed by Louis XI. with the help of
the third estate. Beyond the Alps, in Italy, its
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existence was prolonged for a short period, partly
under a clerical disguise, partly by the hired help of
the condottieri, and in some places by the support of
the urban democracy, that is the industrial and
trading part of the population. Everywhere, however,
it disappeared with the Middle Ages, of which, both
in its acts and in its first principles, it bore the
ineffaceable imprint (Fig. 32).
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Fig. 32.—Doorways of the Old Castle of Loches, in Touraine, a
favourite Manor of Louis XI. (Fifteenth Century).
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WAR AND ARMIES.

The Invasions of the Barbarians.—Attila.—
Theodoric seizes Italy.—Organization of
Military Fiefs.—Defences of Towns.—Totila
and his Tactics.—The Military Genius of
Charlemagne.—Military Vassalage.—
Communal Militia.—Earliest Standing
Armies.—Loss of Technical Tradition.—The

Condottieri.—The Gendarmerie.—The Lances
Fournies.—Weakening of Feudal Military
Obligations.—The French Army in the Time
of Louis XI. and his Successors.—Absence of
Administrative Arrangement.—Reforms.—
Mercenary Troops.—Siege Operations and
Engines.

The art of war had attained its highest degree of
perfection among the Romans, when the successive
invasions of the barbarians began to burst like an
overflowing river over the richest of the Roman
colonies. These barbarians, most of whom were
natives of the Caucasian mountains, were the
Iberians, who never halted till they had reached
Spain; the Celts or Cimbrians, who installed
themselves among the Gauls; and the Sarmatians and
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the Scythians, who inhabited the vast forests of
Germany before the great wars of Julius Ceesar (Fig.
33). Suddenly, in the fourth century of the Christian
era, a movement which commenced in the centre of
Asia caused an irruption of a race hitherto unknown
upon the Caucasian races. These were the Huns,
before whom the terrified Goths retreated, but who
at first made but a brief apparition in Europe; for if
Rome at that time was wanting in seasoned legions,
she could rely, at least in the provinces of her
empire, upon many numerous and powerful
auxiliaries who were accustomed to fight under her
standard (Fig. 34), some for the sake of pay, others
to defend their own hearths.
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Fig. 33.—War Trophy and Barbarian Prisoners.—From
Sculptures on the Triumphal Arch of Orange (Second
Century).
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In 451, in the reign of the Emperor Valentinian
III., who had bribed the barbarians instead of
repulsing them with the sword, Attila, the King of
the Huns, bore down upon Europe at the head of
seven hundred thousand fighting men of various
races. In less than three months he had overrun and
laid waste Moravia, Bohemia, Hesse, and
Wurtemburg, crossed the Rhine below Strasburg, the
Moselle at Tréves and at Metz, the Meuse at Tongres,
the Scheldt at Tournay; and after two sanguinary
raids into Burgundy and the country around Orleans,
pitched his tents in the plains of Champagne. The
tactics of Attila were to avoid pitched battles, to give
a wide berth to the fortresses, contenting himself
with sacking and plundering their outskirts. He laid
waste the open country, burnt villages, put their
inoffensive inhabitants to the sword, and making it
his chief object to divide and isolate the Roman
legions, finally crushed them by the weight of
numbers.
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Fig. 34.—German and Gallic Auxiliaries, one wearing Trousers
(Bracce), and the other a Tunic.—From a Roman
Monument of the Second Century.

The whole West was stirred up at the tidings of
this terrible invasion. Atius, the Roman leader
among the Gauls, had called to his aid the
confederates of Amorica, the Frank-Salians, whose
leader was Merovius, the Burgundians, the Saxons,
and the southern Visigoths, whose king was
Theodoric. This numerous army, composed of
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excellent troops under the orders of Atius, marched
to meet the barbarians, and encountered them in the
neighbourhood of Chélons-sur-Marne. The battle
lasted three days, and the defeat of the Huns was
complete.

The ferocious Attila, who had called himself the
Scourge of God, and who had run his course like
some fatal meteor, leaving in his track nothing but
conflagrations and ruins, expired in the midst of an
orgie in 455. A truceless, unceasing war was still
being waged all over Europe, a sanguinary and
implacable war of race and of party. Political chaos,
a chaos that Christianity alone was destined to
regenerate, was at its height in the old world, when,
towards the close of the sixth century, Theodoric,
King of the Eastern Goths, who had protected
Byzantium when threatened by the Bulgarians, and
who had remained in the pay of the Emperor Zeno,
determined to find occupation for his warlike and
restless subjects by leading them against Odoacer,
the sovereign of the Herulians, who at that time
united under his sway Sicily and the Italian
peninsula, but whose subjects were at best but a
ferocious and turbulent mob. The young King of the
Goths (he was only thirty-four years of age) started
from the depths of Mcesia (now Servia), with the
consent of the chief of the empire, at the head of an
entire warlike population, to whom he promised the
conquest of Italy. He easily overcame the King of the
Herulians; and, having conquered Italy, he posted his
soldiers in the various provinces of the peninsula, in
such a manner that their pay and their rations might
continue to be supplied to them as regularly in peace
as in war.

The system of government and administration
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established by Theodoric had the advantage of
distributing two hundred thousand excellent troops
in the midst of a population which, glad to find itself
uncalled upon for military service, and but little
taxed, allowed the work of the conquest to be
consolidated. The millénaires (soldiers of a battalion
numbering a thousand men) occupied with their
families distinct portions of territory, and were
bound to hold themselves under arms, and ready to
march, whenever the defence of the country required
it (Fig. 35). Theodoric had already recognised the
utility of urban garrisons. The flower of the country’s
youth, organized in a military manner, flocked to the
gymnasium of Ravenna, and the king himself
presided over their exercises. His levies, as regards
their discipline, their instruction, and their
equipment, resembled the ancient legions of Rome.
The iron cap, the shield, the broadsword, and the
arrow of the Goths had been replaced by the spear,
the javelin, the helmet, and the cuirass of the
Romans. The old soldiers received from the royal
treasury for their services as instructors a particular
grant, which was annually paid to them till they
retired altogether from the profession of arms. When
the troops were about to take the field, the
intendants, under the orders of the counts,
superintended the commissariat and the gathering
and the march of the different army corps. The
provincial officers had to distribute arms, food, and
hay on the different points of the road that the
troops were expected to follow, and the inhabitants
had to provide lodgings—this was the only military
service expected of them, but none could escape it.
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Fig. 35.—Military Costume from the Sixth to the Tenth
Centuries.—From a Miniature in the “Dialogues de Saint
Grégoire,” Manuscript of the Eleventh Century (National
Library of Paris).]

The towns were at this time almost always
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fortified, and entrenched camps covered nearly the
whole of Italy. The castles in the rural districts,
constructed to protect the frontiers, were usually full
of troops, whose support was part of the duty of the
pretorial prefect, and whose insubordination often
necessitated severe measures of repression. “Keep up
a spirit of military discipline; it is often difficult to
enforce it under civil rule,” said Theodoric to
Servatus, one of his generals.

If it is a matter of surprise to meet with such a
right moral feeling in the sovereign of reputed
barbarians, barbarians half civilised, however, by
their contact with the Latin race, it is not the less so
to find, in the wars which occurred in the years 507,
508, and 509, other barbarian kings, namely, Alaric,
Clovis, Gondebaud, and Thierry, make use of and
apply with skill the rules of Greco-Roman strategy,
either in executing long military manceuvres, or in
displaying all the strategic science that sieges then
required, in attacking or defending the fortified
towns of Avignon, of Carcassonne, and of Arles.
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Fig. 36.—St. Benedict reproaches Totila with having deceived
him, and predicts his death.—Fresco in the Church of San
Miniato, Florence, painted by Spinelli of Arezzo (Thirteenth
Century).

Fig. 37.—Moorish Arms from the Eleventh to the Fourteenth
Century: Armlet.—From the Armeria Real, Madrid.
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Fig. 39.—Moorish Arms: Trident.—Armeria Real, Madrid.

In proportion as the preponderance of the Goths
(Fig. 36), of the Ostrogoths, and of the Visigoths
diminished in Europe, that of the Franks and of the
Lombards increased. The latter were the first to
institute in Italy the feudal system, founded on the
possession of conquered territory. The conquerors
established their camp in the midst of the
vanquished country, seized half the land, reduced
into servitude a portion of the colons, and imposed
heavy taxes on those whom they had not despoiled.
The king having at first distributed the great fiefs
among his principal officers, these great vassals then
made a subdivision of the land granted them by their
suzerains in favour of their own men-at-arms and
satellites, and these latter, in their turn, ceded a
portion of their lands to the common soldiers. The
obligation of personal service, the hierarchic
subordination of vassalage, were the necessary
consequence of feudal institutions.
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(Fourteenth Century).—Collection of M. Onghena, Ghent.

In all probability the establishment of the arriére-
ban, or the ban-fieffe, dates from the sixth century. It
was a call to arms of the vassals that the suzerain
alone had a right to command. A century later,
feudalism, which was beginning to establish itself in
Gaul as in Italy, as a consequence of the successful
invasion of the Franks, was nearly stamped out by
the Mahometan invasion of the Spanish Moors, who
had been led by their chief, Abderamus, as far as the
banks of the Loire, where they were stopped by
Charles Martel, who routed them with great
slaughter.

After the brilliant victory of Poitiers (732), where
the repulse of Arab civilisation left the field open to
the defenders of the Christian faith, and to the
originators of the feudal régime, the victorious army
underwent a sudden change. The Frankish knights
adopted as an inheritance of conquest the rich
Saracen armour (Figs. 37, 38, 39, 40); the feudal
troopers donned a coat of mail, and, henceforward, a
full suit of armour became a necessary accessory to a
warrior of high rank. The bow, which had long been
thrown aside, was once more taken into favour, and
became the special arm of the footmen. But we have
exhaustively treated of the armament and equipment
of the soldiery of the period (see the chapter on
Armoury in “Art in the Middle Ages”), and we can
only here deal with military tactics and organization;
in a word, with the theoretical part of the art of war.

The reign of Charlemagne, which was one long
series of expeditions and conquests, was naturally
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favourable to the progress and development of this
art. The Emperor of the Franks, like a man of genius,
understood how to profit by the inventions and
creations of his predecessors. To the warlike
traditions of Greece and Rome he added, step by
step, the improvements that were rendered necessary
by the nature of the enemies with whom he had to
contend, namely, the Lombards, the Saxons, &c. He
kept up the feudal service of the ban; he established
permanent orders of militia, composed of his own
serfs and vassals; but, as soon as he undertook a
distant expedition, his auxiliaries, ten times as
numerous as his vassals, rendered his army rather a
German than a French one. He caused a number of
fortresses to be constructed everywhere throughout
his vast empire, but he never allowed his subjects to
build any on their own account. Yet he never seems
to have attached any importance, as a protection to
his territory, to the larger enclosed towns, in which
he might have held in reserve considerable depdts of
troops. He himself usually resided in rural residences
and in open and unprotected villages, barely guarded
by a few military pickets. At the slightest signal, it is
true, a whole army of fidéles and servitors would
have arisen as one man to defend him; but under no
circumstances would he have consented to await his
enemy under the shelter of fortifications; he was
always the true primeval German, seeking for his
field of battle the open plain rather than the hillside,
preferring cavalry to infantry, and a direct struggle, a
hand-to-hand fight, to encounters at a distance,
waged and won by the missiles of the slinger and the
shafts of the bowmen. His principal victories were
gained in the open country, where he was enabled to
deploy his masses of mailed horsemen; he never
willingly sat down before a stronghold, a
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circumstance which shows that he was aware of his
want of skill in the conduct of a siege; and he was
never fortunate in mountain warfare, as was
evidenced in the disastrous day of Roncevaux (778),
which cast a shadow over the last years of his life.

Thirty years after the death of the great emperor,
the treaty of Mersen (847) freed the great vassals
from the obligation of answering the summonses of
the sovereign, and of rushing to arms at his appeal,
unless for the purpose of defending the State, and
substituted the practice of furnishing armed
contingents, whose services were to be rendered for
a fixed period, settled beforehand. Infeudation—a
kind of political and pecuniary contract, in virtue of
which a fief was subdivided into several smaller ones
—perpetuated the feudal régime, each man becoming
the man of another man, bound to place himself at
his disposal in time of war, and to be ready to start
on any expedition at his command, and according to
the wishes of his immediate seignior.
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Fig. 41.—Bishop Eudes, holding his baton of office, encouraging
the young soldiers of the Duke of Normandy at the Battle of
Hastings.—Military Costumes of the Eleventh Century, from
the Bayeux Tapestry.

During the tenth century this régime grew
stronger and stronger. The oath of infeudation, or the
act of homage, remained a sacred tie between the
seignior and the vassal. This homage involved the
rendering of numerous feudal services, such as those
of the ban, and of the arriére-ban, those rendered by
the servitors of different ranks, known as bachelors,
clients, esquires, bannerets, men-at-arms, barons,
&c., names already ancient, but whose rank and
place in battle were only determined on the day
when they were all grouped and posted, each under
his special banner or gonfanon, a distinction that
implied a separate kind of equipment for each.

Thus the vassals were in the power of the seignior,
who, having the right to dispose of their military
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services, enjoyed the right of reize—a right that gave
him the power of assembling and leading to battle a
certain number of feudal groups. “Obey my
summons, or I will burn you!”2l were the words of
the seignior in the ban published by the crier, and, at
the second summons, the sound of the trumpet rang
out in the cross roads, in the streets, and in the
country places, calling the men to arms. To fail to
answer the call of the ban was to commit a crime of

the worst character.

. V4 . 2 V- e ﬁ

Fig. 42.—After the Battle of Hastings (14th October, 1066), the
relatives of the vanquished came to carry away their dead.
The body of the Saxon King, Harold, is taken to Waltham
by the monks of that monastery. In the background is seen
Battle Abbey, founded by Duke William on the site of the
battle.—Fac-simile of a Miniature in the “Chroniques de
Normandie.” Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century, in the
possession of M. Ambroise Firmin-Didot.

In the great expedition of William, Duke of
Normandy, against the Anglo-Saxons (1066), he had
no other auxiliaries than his Norman vassals and
subjects. He conquered Harold and took possession
of England with a numerous and trained army,
furnished with terrible warlike machines and engines
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(Figs. 41 and 42). The Norman Conquest was, to a
certain extent, a prelude to the Crusades, for those
raids across the seas, repeated from time to time for
more than two centuries, bore no resemblance to the
barbarian invasions, either Saracen or Norman,
which had been previously recorded in history. New
measures, inspired by the circumstances of the times,
were the consequence of the general crumbling to
pieces of all the Eastern nations; among these may be
mentioned the establishment of the communal
militia, which set out for a campaign accompanied
by its spiritual pastors, and received the last offices
of religion at their hands on the field of battle; the
regular pay allowed to those who were destitute of
private resources (a knight received at first ten sous a
day—equivalent to ten francs of modern money—
and a squire received five); the chartering of ships
intended for the transport of troops; the system of
commissariat for armies in the field; and the supply
of military equipments, arms, &c.

This communal militia, sprung from the freeing of
the communes, and detachments of soudoyers, or
paid troops, soon grew into a standing army, which
was formally incorporated for the first time by Louis
le Jeune about 1140, and increased by Philip
Augustus, who added to it the affiliated knights.
Under the latter sovereign, an army in the field
presented three ranks of combatants—bannerets,
knights, and squires, to whom were added the men-at-
arms. A motley crew of varlets on foot, without
officers or discipline, followed the troops, and
hovered about them during an engagement, picking
up the spoil of the conquered, and killing the
wounded with clubs or battle-axes, called glaives de
mercy.
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The disasters of the Crusaders in the East, after
two centuries of useless heroism and tremendous
efforts, were principally due to the defects in their
military administration, which foresaw nothing, and
was incapable of adjusting itself to the difficulties
inherent to a war in a distant and almost unknown
land whither the enthusiastic crowds who wore the
cross bent their adventurous steps. Famine, plague,
leprosy, and fever destroyed the Christian armies on
their journey to Palestine, and during their stay
there; and these evils would have been greater still
had it not been for the creation of the different
military orders which sprang into existence under
the pressure of these almost inevitable calamities,
and which supplied hospital attendants, chaplains,
and soldiers. The continuation of the feudal wars
(Fig. 43) in Europe gave the last blow to the
disorganization of the armies of Christ.
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Fig. 43.—Richard Coeur-de-Lion, King of England and Duke of
Normandy, mortally wounded by an arrow shot by
Bertrand de Gourdon, at the Siege of the Castle of Chalus,
in Limousin (1199).—“Chroniques de Normandie,”
Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century (Library of M.

Ambroise Firmin-Didot).
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Fig. 44.—Soldier of the Time of Philippe le Bel.—Miniature in a
Manuscript of the Period (National Library of Paris).
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Fig. 45.—Man-at-arms with a pot de fer with nose-piece, a coat
of mail over his leather tunic, and armed with a short
broadsword.—From a Miniature in the “Dialogues de Saint
Grégoire,” a Manuscript of the Eleventh Century, in the
National Library of Paris.

While Philippe le Bel was destroying the Knights
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Templars, whom he held to be obstacles to his
political plans, he was at the same time seeking in
every way the means of restraining a haughty
aristocracy, always under arms, whose systematic
want of discipline was a danger both to the throne
and to the country. As soon as he had obtained from
the representatives of the nation, assembled together
in States-General, the right to impose taxes according
to the requirements of the sovereign, he set to work
on the definitive organization of a permanent paid
army (Fig. 44). He fixed the age of military service at
eighteen, and decreed that none of his subjects,
except the old and the sick, should be exempt from
it, unless they paid a certain sum to the royal
treasury, and supplied, according to their rank and
means, one or more substitutes (decree of 1302,
1303, 1306) to serve under the flag of the ost of the
king (Fig. 46). Till that time, military service had
only been obligatory for forty consecutive days, or,
at the most, for three months. This service was,
indeed, often of less duration, according to the
different degree of infeudation of any particular fief,
and was hedged about, besides, with so many
privileges and with so many exemptions, that if a
feudal army did not succeed in bringing a short
campaign to a prosperous issue, it generally met with
a fatal collapse. In accordance with this design,
Philippe le Bel, at the opening of the Flemish
campaign, summoned “for four months to his
standards, archbishops, bishops, abbots, dukes,
counts, barons, and other nobles, all liable to the
ban,” each of whom could claim pay at the rate of
twelve deniers (about four francs) a day, besides a
sum of thirty sous (about thirty francs) for their
equipment.

Philippe le Long (1314) and Philippe de Valois
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1337-1340) continued and improved the work of
Philippe le Bel. Thenceforward, the ost or army of
the king was regularly established; the cross-bowmen
and the men-at-arms were the first corps who
received a permanent organization and a fixed rate
of pay.

Fig. 46.—Messenger bringing a Letter to the King’s Army.—
From a Manuscript in the National Library of Paris
(Thirteenth Century).

In the fourteenth century, the French infantry,
composed merely of more or less badly-armed
archers, inspired its leaders with no great confidence.
Its want of skill and its cowardice too often
compromised the issue of an engagement. It was
necessary, in order to support those combatants
always ready to take to flight, to employ foreign
mercenaries, English, Italian, or German, who fought
well when they were liberally paid. These
mercenaries, more practised in war and more
courageous than the soldiers of the ban, were
entrusted with the management of the cannon, which
at this time were first employed, and which were
carried by the camp followers. We may here repeat
what we have spoken of elsewhere, viz., that the
imperfections of the earliest cannons, the difficulty
which attended their use, and the danger incurred by
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those who discharged them, caused the old arms to
be long preferred to these new ones. In fact, long
after the new artillery had made considerable
progress, it was employed simultaneously with the
ancient style of projectiles. The long period during
which this important transition in projectile weapons
was slowly taking place, was one of the most
wretched in the annals of military art. All the great
battles of the fourteenth century present us with
striking examples of an entire absence of skill in
tactics. Mons-en-Puelle (1304), where King Philippe
le Bel was all but surprised in his camp; Cassel
(1328), where Philippe de Valois escaped half naked
from his enemies’ hands; Crecy (1346), where the
English used cannon for the first time; Poitiers
(1356), where King John was taken prisoner on the
battle-field; Nicopolis (1393), where knighthood
covered itself with disgrace; Agincourt, where the
flower of the French nobility perished—are all
examples of the most shameful confusion during the
struggle, of the most disgraceful butchery after the
defeat. It is not too much to say, that during the
whole of this long epoch of bloody contests, true
knights and staunch soldiers were very rare, and that
good leaders were even rarer still.

In TItaly, the condottieri, whose principal
commander was the Englishman, John Hawkwood,
and in France, the free companies, commanded by
the renowned Armand de Cervoles, and even those
bands of routiers, Brabancons, and tard-venus, who
pillaged and plundered the realm to such an extent,
says an old chronicler, “that not even a cock was
heard to crow in it,” were the only troops who
showed any acquaintance with the resources of
military warfare or the slightest knowledge of
strategic science. It was amongst the ranks of these
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indefatigable soldiers that the celebrated Bertrand du
Guesclin made his first campaign (Fig. 47).

P —s 4

Fig. 47.—Battle of Auray (Sept. 29, 1364), between John de
Montfort and Charles de Blois, in which Bertrand du
Guesclin was made prisoner by Chandos.—Fac-simile of a
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Woodcut in the “Chroniques de Bretagne,” by Alain
Bouchard: 4to, Galliot du Pré, 1514.

The paid gendarmery, a mixture of heavy and
light cavalry, committed, in the reign of Charles VI.,
many breaches of discipline, without atoning for
them by lending any really efficacious aid to French
chivalry, which was almost entirely cut to pieces in
the bloody disaster of Agincourt (October 25th,
1415). Charles VIIL., replaced on the throne of his
ancestors by his nobles after he had driven out the
English, “by the help of God and Joan the Virgin,”
determined therefore to disband the gendarmery.
From the picked men of the body he formed the
framework of fifteen new companies of artillery,
numbering nine thousand combatants, amongst
whom were incorporated all the regular cavalry of
the kingdom. Each gendarme, thoroughly equipped,
was attended by two archers and two followers on
horseback; this group of five mounted men was
called a lance fully equipped. In 1447, a sixth man and
horse were added to it. A little later, Charles VII.
raised several paid bands, recruited by voluntary
enlistment and commanded by responsible captains,
who were paid by the war treasurers, according to
the number of men on the monthly muster-roll. This
creation of mercenary troops diminished still further
the importance of the ban, which was no longer
anything but a badly-equipped secondary militia,
though still armed with bows and pikes, and still
obliged to wear a uniform. On the actual field of
battle the pikemen were always posted in the van;
behind them came the foot archers, wearing salades,
or helmets without vizors, the brigandine or short
coat of mail, and armed with cross-bows. But this
reorganization of the troops had no invigorating
effect on the infantry of the communes, and the
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franc-archer remained the type of the cowardly
soldier.
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Fig. 48.—Great Seal of Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy. The
Legend, in Latin, enumerates his titles and feudal
possessions.—National Archives of France (Fifteenth
Century).

The death of Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy,
slain in the battle of Nancy (1477), completed the
downfall of the feudal chivalry, whose last and most
martial representative he was (Fig. 48). Louis XI.,
who had gathered around him a devoted army,
composed of mercenaries from all countries, and
who could entirely rely upon the fidelity of his
Scottish guard, began attacking the great fiefs, which
were in reality the rivals of his throne, and
succeeded in destroying them, having no further
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need of them and their haughty vassalage. Little by
little the seigniorial standards disappeared, and their
war-cries ceased to resound; a fief held under the
obligation to carry arms no longer forced the vassal,
its occupier, under the pain of felony and bodily
confiscation, to equip and arm himself at the first
appeal of his suzerain, and to follow the royal ost
with a definite number of fighting men. The principle
of purchasing exemption from military service being
henceforward admitted, all, whether nobles or
villains, were at liberty either to serve or to purchase
their exemption. Some few feudal gendarmes still
remained, but most were free. Of the squires-at-arms,
some were feudal, others free or even plain varlets.
Canons, abbots, and prelates whom feudal laws had
forced to contribute their personal military service,
had long since found substitutes in the persons of the
attorneys or bailiffs, who superintended the ban and
arriére-ban of the land-owning nobles. Some of the
clergy, however, preferred to be individually present
with the armies of their sovereign; many a prelate or
abbot was delighted to add to his coat-of-arms a
cuirass, a sword, a helmet, or some other warlike
emblem. In 1356, the bishops of Chalons, of Sens,
and of Melun distinguished themselves by feats of
personal bravery at the bloody engagement of
Poitiers; in 1359, the Bishop of Rheims, by a few
vigorous sorties, was the means of saving that city
when the English were besieging it; the Archbishop
of Sens, William of Montaigu, fell sword in hand on
the field of Agincourt; in 1455, a simple monk
successfully defended Belgrade; while at the siege of
Plaisance, Philip of Savoy, Bishop of Valence, was
knighted for his prowess in the breach itself. It is
true that many of these ecclesiastical dignitaries had
never been solemnly invested; but the example they
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followed was a lofty one, for several popes, John X.,
Leo IX., Urban II., Innocent II., and Julius II. (who
had first distinguished himself as an able leader
under the name of Julien de la Rovére) had
personally commanded the troops of the Holy See.

The fire-stick, that is to say the arquebuse, which
was then called hequebutte, with difficulty took the
place of the bow, and with still greater difficulty that
of the cross-bow. In 1481, Louis XI. deprived his
sergeants-at-arms of both the latter weapons, not to
arm them with fire-sticks, but in order to give them
the pike, the halbert, and the broadsword, of which
the Swiss in the recent wars had made such
formidable use. Louis XI., however, increased the
number of his mounted archers, and placed them
later under the orders of the colonel of a company of
free-lances known as Albanais or Scouts. These
combined bodies formed the French national light
cavalry till Francis I. replaced them by the light
horse, a body chiefly composed of mercenaries of
different nations. In England, ever since the
thirteenth century, the mounted archers formed a
considerable portion of the national forces. An army
of fifteen hundred complete lances, which represented
a total of six or seven thousand horsemen, required a
complement of at least five thousand mounted
archers, who were all skilful marksmen. In the time
of Henry VIII., an English bowman could discharge
as many as twelve arrows in a minute, and he would
have considered himself disgraced if he had let fly a
single shaft which failed to kill, wound, or at least
strike an enemy.
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Fig. 49.—German Foot-soldiers fighting.—From a Drawing by
Holbein preserved in the Museum at Basle (Sixteenth
Century).

FiLg. 50.—Italian Warriors of the Fifteenth Cent_u-l_’y.—From a
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Bas-relief on the Triumphal Arch of Castel Nuovo, Naples,
erected in 1470 by Ferdinand of Aragon, to celebrate his
Victories over John of Calabria, Son of René d’Anjou.

The desperate mélée of Fornoue (July 6th, 1495),
which forced Charles VIII. to retrace his steps after
his successful Italian expedition, was nearly the last
of the confused and sanguinary struggles of the
Middle Ages. The sword and the bow contributed
more than the cannon and the fire-stick to the
terrible result of the day. From that time the infantry
regained its old pre-eminence over the cavalry, and
cannon were employed preferably to all other
projectile weapons. A complete revolution was also
about to ensue, as well in the tactics of an army in
the field as in the attack and defence of fortresses.
Louis XII. and Francis L., in their Italian campaigns,
in which, they wasted so much of the resources and
treasures of France, had to contend with German and
Spanish mercenaries, at that time the best soldiers in
the world; they opposed to them bodies of foreign
infantry, sometimes lansquenets (Fig. 49), sometimes
Swiss, who made a trade of war, and who, to earn
their pay, did not hesitate to fight against their own
countrymen. There was one drawback, however, to
the acceptance of their services, and that was that
they frequently changed sides on the eve of an
engagement, or refused to fight on the slightest
pretext. More than once the knights of France saw
themselves suddenly abandoned by the infantry
whose duty it was to support them, and who allowed
them to be cut to pieces before their eyes without
stirring to assist them (Fig. 50). This happened at the
fatal battle of Pavia, when the king and his nobles
struggled on foot in hand-to-hand desperation till
they fell or were taken prisoners.

In the ordinary arrangement, at this period, of any
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army giving battle in the open field, the free archers,
the men-at-arms, and the knights were posted either
in the centre or at the wings, while the infantry,
properly so called, divided into little groups of five,
termed cinquains, was either thrown forward to
skirmish, or sent behind to cover the rearguard, or
detached at intervals on the flanks in order to harass
the enemy and to protect the baggage. During the
engagement, all the knights, clad entirely in armour,
dismounted in order to fight, and left their horses to
the care of the infantry. In these days horses were
only used to carry their riders on the march, which
the weight of their armour would not have allowed
them to perform on foot.

A horseman, when disabled by long service or by
age, was no longer employed in the cavalry, but
retired into the infantry, where he enjoyed, under
the title of anspessade (from the Italian spezzate,
broken), the privileges that were at a later period
granted to veterans.

No troops, until the time of the Crusades, had any
distinguishing mark among themselves, except the
difference of their arms, and the idea of a military
uniform had not then arisen. But with the
emblazoned arms, the standards, and the pennants,
there came into use scarves, worn as baldricks or
sashes, over the cuirass, and of which the colour,
which generally matched that of the standard of the
feudal seignior of the wearer, became as much a
rallying signal as the standards themselves (Fig. 51).
The necessity of distinguishing friends from foes at a
distance naturally also brought about more or less
marked distinctions of dress.
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Fig. 51.—Representations of the Banner of St. Denis: No. 1, the

oldest, is from a window in the Cathedral of Chartres; No.

3, the latest, is from a Manuscript of Froissart, No. 2644, in

the National Library (the original which it represents was

carried at the defeat of Artevelde at Rosebecque); No. 2,

Drawing from the Library of the Célestins, preserved by

Montfaucon.—From “Paris and its Historians,” by MM.
Leroux de Lincy and L. Tisserand.

The administration and inner regulation of an
army, which had been one of the principal cares of
the Gothic and earlier Frankish kings, were entirely
neglected, like everything pertaining to the art of
war, for many centuries. For instance, at the
beginning of the fourteenth century, the captains of
the different companies were allowed to distribute
the pay to their men as they pleased after each
muster, and were solely and entirely entrusted with
the administration of their companies. They were
thus entirely irresponsible, and did not concern
themselves to see that the regulations, prescribed by
superior authority, concerning the general discipline
of the army, were carried into effect. In 1355, daring
the captivity of King John in England, special
commissioners were appointed, with the title of
controllers, whose duty it was to superintend the
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internal economy of the army generally, with a view
to put a stop to the numerous abuses that existed;
but the disturbed and unfortunate period at which
this attempt was made rendered it almost necessarily
a barren one. When the dauphin came to the throne
as Charles V., he returned to this project, which he
had indeed himself originated, but at his death
anarchy again reigned for more than a century. Civil
and foreign wars laid waste and exhausted France,
without bringing to the surface one single creative
mind, with the exception perhaps of Jean Bureau,
the grand master of artillery under Charles VIIL. It is
by no means going beyond the mark to state that the
reverses sustained in Italy, in the reigns of Charles
VIIIL. and Louis XII., were owing less to the chivalrous
recklessness of the nobility and their ignorance of the
first principles of warfare, than to the gross faults of
the military administration of the country. Even in
Francis I.’s time, the public service was in such a
miserable condition that he was never really
properly informed of the actual effective strength of
his army, for his captains, whose interest it was to
exaggerate the number of the rank and file under
their standards (Figs. 52 and 53), habitually deceived
the generals and their superiors. To such a degree
was this carried that, on the eve of the battle of
Pavia, Francis I. was led to believe that his army was
a third stronger than it really was. At last, however,
in 1517, there issued from this chaotic confusion the
first germ of a proper system of supervision and
control of all matters relating to war.
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Fig. 52.—Knight in complete Armour.

After Cesare Vecellio, “Degli Habiti Antichi e Moderni:” 8vo,
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Fig. 53.—Arquebusier of the Sixteenth Century.
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After Cesare Vecellio, “Degli Habiti Antichi e Moderni:” 8vo,
1590.

If the tacticians of Italy were the first to fathom
theoretically the science of war, it was the Swiss,
under Marshal Trivulce, the Spaniards, under
Gonzalvez of Cordova, and finally the Flemish, under
the Duke of Alba, who successfully restored the
military combinations of ancient Greece. They were
the first to manceuvre in dense masses and in
battalions, and they were the first to successfully
employ the column formation of troops. The pikemen
of France followed their example, while the troops
armed with projectile weapons fought as skirmishers
in the van, or in lines two or three deep. It was not,
however, till Henry IV.’s time that any considerable
body of troops was seen capable of advancing in
close column without breaking its formation, and it
was not till Louis XIII.’s time that the regiment, first
introduced in the preceding reign, became a
recognised permanent military unit.
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Fig. 54.—The Reapers of Death, an Allegory of War, from an
Engraving of Hans-Sebald Beham (Sixteenth Century).—
Collection of M. Ambroise Firmin-Didot.

s — Y
Fig. 55.—Battle of Dre n by Francois
de Guise over the Protestants. In the foreground is Marshal
Saint-André being shot by a soldier.—Fac-simile of an
Engraving of the period by Tortorel and Périssin (Collection
of M. Guénebaut).

Towards the close of the fifteenth century the
French native cavalry still consisted entirely of heavy
troopers. The Albanians, the mercenaries of whom
the French light cavalry were composed, sold their
services, man and horse, as the Swiss sold theirs, man
and halbert. Charles VIII. enrolled eight thousand
Albanians for his Italian expedition; but, fifty years
later, this foreign element had disappeared from the
French army, which had by that time, in addition to
its heavy cavalry, a body of light cavalry of its own
(Fig. 55).

Until the reign of Henry IV., who was the first
monarch to dispense with their dangerous and
immoral assistance, free lances were universally
employed even by those sovereigns who had
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promulgated the severest decrees against them, but
who, for want of regular soldiers, found themselves
forced to accept their doubtful services. Brantéme
has thus portrayed them: “Vestus a la pendarde, un
haut de chausses bouffant; monstrant la jambe nue,
une ou deux, portant leurs bas déchaussés pendant a
la ceinture; chantant en cheminant pour soulager le
travail de leur chemin.”3l These scouts, who served
on foot, were only allowed l’étape—that is to say, a
daily allowance of food and forage; but they enjoyed
in war time the right of pillage in all towns and
fortresses taken by assault (Fig. 56).

This system of paying auxiliary troops a létape
was first adopted in France in the fourteenth century,
and had continued in use in a desultory manner till
the reign of Henry II., under whose order a ration
scale was drawn up, as well as a scale of provisions,
cartage, and billeting due to the king’s troops from
the churches, monasteries, communes, nobles, and
burgesses, through the possessions of which and in
whose neighbourhood their road lay.

The legal age at which the enlistment of soldiers
could be made, the manner in which it was effected,
and the length of service, varied considerably
throughout the Middle Ages and the period of the
Renaissance. In Henry IL.’s time it was a custom to
hire the soldier for three months; Henry IV. increased
this period, but not without difficulty, for, to quote,
the words of Sully, “Our soldiers can now only be
enlisted by force, and can only be persuaded to
march by the use of the stick and the threat of the
gibbet.” To this picture we must add the significant
fact that the system of drill was a very insufficient
one, and that it was by no means unusual to find
soldiers, whose stay with the standards was after all
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but a very temporary one, entirely incapable of
handling the arms they were entrusted with. The
urban militia were, however, far superior to these
recruits, for, since the reign of Charles V., it was
customary to drill the citizen every Sunday with
pike, bow, and cross-bow, particularly in the frontier
towns. It is not till Coligny’s time, in the middle of
the sixteenth century, that traces can be found of any
regulations imposing on commanding officers the
duties of teaching and drilling their soldiers.

: o P

F1 56.—Soldiers of the German Bands.—From an Oil Painting

by Joachim Bueckelaer (Frankfort, 1548-1596), in the
possession of M. Paul de Saint-Victor.

We have attempted to outline the general military
physiognomy of the Middle Ages; we will now
rapidly examine the weapons and warlike engines
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that were invented for the attack and defence of
fortified places.

Until the invention of gunpowder, or rather till
that of artillery (Fig. 57) the whole art of
fortification, says the learned Prosper Mérimée,
consisted in following more or less exactly the
traditions handed down by the Romans. The
stronghold of the Middle Ages had precisely the same
characteristic as the ancient castellum. The methods
of attack against which the engineers had to guard
were the assault by escalade, either by surprise or by
force of numbers, and the breach, caused either by
sapping, mining, or by the battering-rams of the
besiegers. The employment of machines or engines of
this description was much less frequent after than
before the fall of the Roman empire, when the art of
war knew no higher flight than to lay siege to a place
or sustain a siege.

Fig. 57.—Mortars on Movable Carriages.—From an Engraving
in the “Kriegsbuch” of Fronsperger: in folio, Frankfort, 1575.
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The first operation of the besiegers was to destroy
the outworks of the besieged place, such as the
posterns, the barbicans, the barriers, &c. As most of
these outworks were built of wood, attempts were
generally made to cut them to pieces with hatchets,
or to set them on fire with arrows to which were
fastened pieces of burning tow steeped in sulphur, or
some other incendiary composition.

If the main body of the place were not so strongly
fortified as to render a successful assault by force
impossible, it was usual to attempt an escalade. With
this end in view, the moat, which was generally
literally strewn with caltrops (Fig. 58), was filled up
with fascines, on which ladders were reared against
the ramparts, while archers on the brink of the ditch,
protected by mantlets stuck in the ground, drove
away with their arrows any of the defenders who
attempted to show themselves above the parapets or
at the loopholes.
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Fig. 59.—Rolling Tower for scaling the Walls of Towns.—
Miniature from the “Histoire du Monde,” Manuscript of the
Fourteenth Century (Library of M. Ambroise Firmin-Didot).

If the siege, in spite of the efforts of the besiegers,
promised to be a long one, a blockade was the sole
remaining means of reduction, though this was a
thing difficult to carry out with forces which were
not permanent, and which were generally far from
numerous. It therefore became necessary for the
besieger to protect his approaches by wooden,
earthen, or even stone works, constructed under
cover of the night, and solid and lofty enough to
enable his archers to aim right on to the battlements
of the besieged place. Wooden towers, several stories
high, were also frequently resorted to, put together
piece by piece at the edge of the moat, or
constructed out of bow-shot, and subsequently rolled
on wheels to the foot of the walls (Fig. 59). At the
siege of Toulouse, in 1218, a machine of this kind
was built by the order of Simon de Montfort, capable
of accommodating, according to the ballad of the
“Albigeois,” five hundred men.
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Fig. 60.—Siege of a Town: Summons to lay down ‘the arms and
open the gates.—From a Copper-plate in the “Kreigsbuch”
of Fronsperger.

When the missiles hurled from the higher stories
of these towers—termed chattes in the south, chats,
chdteaux, bretesches, in the north—had driven the
besieged from their ramparts and battlements, a
movable bridge was lowered across the moat, and a
hand-to-hand struggle then took place (Fig. 59). The
besieged, to prevent or retard the approach of these
dreaded towers, were accustomed to hurl immense
stones and lighted darts against them, or to
undermine or inundate the ground on which they
stood, so that their own weight might cause them to
topple over.
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Fig. 61 —Capture of a Town: The Garrison surrenderlng and
throwing themselves on the mercy of the captors.—
Miniature from the “Histoire du Monde,” Manuscript of the
Fourteenth Century (Library of M. Ambroise Firmin-Didot).

Besides the means we have just described, there
still remained the sap and the mine. Miners,
equipped with pickaxes, were sent into the ditch
under the protection of a body of archers. A sloping
roof, covered with mantlets, sheltered them from the
missiles of the besieged. They then pierced the wall,
stone by stone, till they had made a hole large
enough to allow the passage of several soldiers at
once, while the sappers put the finishing stroke to
the aperture. The besieged, observing in what
direction the enemy was pursuing his operations,
strove to concentrate all his means of defence at this
point. Sometimes he attempted to crush the miners
with immense stones or pieces of wood, sometimes
he poured molten lead or boiling oil over them,
sometimes, by hastily constructing a fresh wall in
rear of the one the miners were breaking through, he
gave the latter the trouble of beginning their work all
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over again just as they thought it was complete.

The mine had this advantage over the sap—that
the besieger, being out of sight while engaged in the
former method of subterranean work, had every
chance of surprising the besieged. In order to effect
this, an underground gallery was dug as noiselessly
as possible, and carried beneath the foundations of
the ramparts. When the mine had reached the walls,
these were propped up with pieces of timber, and the
earth was dug away until they were supported
entirely by this artificial method. Dry vine wood and
other inflammable materials were then piled round
the props and set on fire, so that when the timber
was consumed the walls crumbled down and opened
a large breach to the besiegers. Nothing then was left
to the garrison but to surrender, in order to avoid the
horrors of an assault and the sack of the town (Figs.
60 and 61).
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Fig. 62.—Watch-tower, lighted up with beacons and protected
by dogs.—Fac-simile of a Miniature of the Fifteenth
Century, from a drawing by M. Prosper Mérimée.

The only remedy possessed by a garrison against
this last method of attack was to keep a good watch
and to endeavour to discover the whereabouts of the
mine, and neutralise it by a countermine. At the
siege of Rennes, in 1356, the governor of the town
ordered basins of copper, each containing several
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globes of the same metal, to be placed all about the
ramparts; when these globes were seen to vibrate
and tremble at each stroke of the hidden pickaxe, it
was easy to guess that the mine was not far off.
There was also a body of night watchmen, who
carefully noted the enemy’s movements, and who
rang the alarm-bell at the slightest noise. These
watchmen were often replaced by dogs, whose barks,
in case of a surprise, gave notice to the garrison (Fig.
62).
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Fig. 63.—Machine intended to break the ranks of the enemy
and to crush his soldiers.—Végéce, “L’Art Militaire:” 1532.
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Fig. 64.—Machine to shoot arrows, and to assist in approaching
a besieged town.—Robert Valturin, “La Discipline
Militaire:” 1555.

The slow and laborious work of the miner was
often advantageously replaced by the more powerful
action of certain machines, which may be divided
into two distinct classes. The first, intended to be
used at close quarters and to make a breach in the
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wall, comprised several varieties of the ancient
battering-ram; the second, employed at a distance,
were termed pierriers, mangonneaux, espringales, &c.
(Figs. 63 and 64).

The battering-ram, which was probably well
known from the remotest periods, is described, in the
documents of the Middle Ages, pretty much as we
see it figured on the monuments of Nineveh. “On
Easter day,” says the anonymous author of the
chronicle of the “Albigeois,” “the bosson (the
southern name of the battering-ram) was placed in
position; it is long, iron-headed, straight, and
pointed, and it so hammered, and pierced, and
smashed, that the wall was broken through (Fig. 65);
but they (the besieged) lowered a loop of rope
suspended from a machine, and in this noose the
bosson was caught and retained.”

Fig. 65.—Battering-rar;. From a Miniature in Manuscript
17,339 in the National Library of Paris.

Generally speaking, the battering-ram was a long,
heavy beam, suspended in the centre from a kind of
massive trestle. The end which battered the wall was
either covered with an iron hood or pointed with
brass. The beam was swung backward and forward
by the besiegers, and by dint of striking a wall
always in the same spot it often succeeded in
shattering or overthrowing it. At other times the
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ram, instead of being suspended in an oscillating
manner, was mounted on wheels, and ran forward
with great rapidity against the wall to be battered.
The chronicle of the “Albigeois,” just quoted, alludes
to the head of the ram being caught in a noose;
besides this manceuvre, the garrison would hurl
stones and pieces of timber upon it, in order to break
it or to put it out of trim; or else they would strive to
deaden its blows by interposing a thick mattress of
wool covered with leather between it and the
stonework of their stronghold.

Fig. 66. Catapult —When the lever revolves rapidly on its axis,
the centrifugal power causes the loop C to slip off the hook
D, when the barrel held on the fork E E is liberated and
projected to a distance. F represents the end of the lever
when held down by the windlass A, and loaded with a
barrel of combustible matter or iron. B, rings of stone, iron,
or lead.

The machines which they employed to hurl their
projectiles seem to have corresponded in nearly
every respect with the catapults of the ancients. It
was often merely a species of gigantic sling, worked
by several men, and throwing pieces of rock and
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round masses of stone. The mangonneau, bricole, or
trabuch, was a kind of square wooden platform, made
of thick planks laid crosswise; a long beam, fastened
at its lower end by a revolving axis to the platform,
was supported at an angle of about 45° by an
elevated crosspiece resting on two uprights. The
distance between the revolving axis and the point of
support was about one-half of the length of the
beam. The latter was then secured in this position by
long cords fastened to the front of the platform. The
men who managed the bricole then lowered the beam
backwards by a windlass fixed in the rear, till it (the
beam) formed an obtuse instead of an acute angle
with the platform, and till the cord securing it in
front was stretched to its utmost tension. While it
was in this position the projectile they wished to cast
was placed in the spoonshaped extremity of the
beam. A spring, termed déclic, then released the
tension of the windlass and the beam, obeying that
of the cord fastened to the front of the platform,
swung rapidly forward, and hurled the projectile to
great distances and to some considerable height (Fig.
66). These bricoles were sometimes employed to
throw into besieged strongholds the dead bodies of
horses and other animals, fire-balls, and cases of
inflammable matter; but they were generally used to
shatter the roofs of the buildings inside the walls,
and to crush the protecting wooden sheds
constructed on the ramparts.

Their use was still continued long after the
invention of gunpowder. In the wars of the
fourteenth century, particularly in the sieges of
Tarazonia, Barcelona, and Burgos, bricoles were
made use of side by side with cannons discharged
with gunpowder. It was not until the close of the
fifteenth century that the rapid progress of the new
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artillery, which enabled besiegers to breach a wall
from a considerable distance, and with a smaller
expenditure both of time and men, caused the whole
paraphernalia of the old-fashioned ballistic machines
to fall into disuse. Thenceforward a new era

commenced in the science of attack and defence—an
era of which the immense results do not belong only
to the period of the Renaissance.

Fig. 67.—Ballista.—From a Miniature in Manuscript.17,3§§,_ in
the National Library of Paris.
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NAVAL MATTERS.

Old Traditions: Long Vessels and Broad Vessels.—
The Dromon.—The Galéasse.—The Coque.—
Caracks and Galleons.—Francis I.’s Great
Carack.—Caravelles.—The Importance of a
Fleet.—Hired Fleets.—Poop Guards.—Naval
Laws.—Seaport Tribunals.—Navigation in the
open Seas.—The Boussole.—Armament of
Men-of-War.—Towers and Ballistic Engines.
—Artillery.—Naval  Strategy.—Decorations
and Magnificent Appointments of Vessels.—
Sails and Flags.—The Galley of Don Juan of
Austria.—Sailors’  Superstitions.—Discipline
and Punishments.

Ships from the most remote ages have been divided
into two classes, namely, long vessels, those
propelled by the oar, or by the wind, sometimes by
the two combined, and vessels of greater beam,
which trusted to their sails alone. The Middle Ages
conformed to these traditions; they possessed galleys
which answered to the long vessels of antiquity, and
ships which corresponded to the larger class.

The galleys of the Middle Ages, like the long
vessels of antiquity, may be divided into several
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varieties. The large galley (Fig. 68), strong in build
and swift in sailing, had received from the Greeks the
significant name of dromon (runner). In the fifth
century Theodoric had a thousand dromons
constructed for the defence of the Italian coasts and
for the transport of corn; in the ninth, the Emperor
Leo the Philosopher, in the military precepts he gave
to his son, recommended the construction of
dromons with two tiers of oars, five-and-twenty in
each tier on each side. For the flag-ship (if we may
use the term) of the commander of the fleet, he
recommended the construction of a much larger
dromon with a hundred oars in each tier, similar to
those that used to be built in Pamphylia, and which,
for that reason, were known as pamphiles. The fleet
was to be accompanied by smaller dromons, with a
single tier of oars, for the purpose of carrying
despatches, and to act as scouts. These bore more
particularly the name of galleys. For more than three
hundred years the construction and rigging of ships
underwent no change (Fig. 69); in the twelfth
century the dromon was still the principal type of the
class of ships propelled by oars. Next came the
galley, smaller than the dromon, but fitted, like it,
with two tiers of oars, and lastly, the galion or galéide
(termed later the galiot), a much smaller vessel than
the galley.
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Fig. 68.—Poop of an Ancient Galley.—From Pompeian Paintings
collected in the Bourbon Museum, Naples.

——

The largest and the best-armed galley which at
that period ploughed the Mediterranean was the one
encountered by Richard Ceeur de Lion, according to
the historian Matthew Paris, on the 3rd of June,
1191, near the coast of Syria, and which was
carrying large reinforcements to the camp of the
unbelievers, who were besieging at that time the
town of Acre. When the sailors of the English fleet
first perceived this gigantic vessel, whose vast hull
was painted with the most brilliant colours, whose
poop was surmounted with a castellated tower,
whose three masts unfurled to the wind an immense
expanse of canvas, and whose long oars beat the
waves with majestic rhythm, they were surprised,
and undecided how to act. Richard, however,
ordered his men to attack the floating fortress. His
lighter galleys surrounded it on all sides, in spite of
the arrows and glass vases showered on them by the
dromon. These vases broke when they came in
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contact with the galleys, and enveloped them in
Greek fire. The captain of the Arab craft attempted to
sail away from his swarm of assailants, but the wind
fell, and half his rowers having been slain by the
English arrows, he was forced to accept battle. The
galleys skirmished around the dromon, striking it
repeated blows with their brazen prows, and making
large holes in its sides. At last, after a desperate
resistance, the giant was engulfed in the waters with
all its defenders.

Fig. 69.—A Norrhaﬂ Vessel (Elevel{th Céntury) —Restoration
from the Bayeux Tapestry.

A companion craft to the dromon, as before
mentioned, was the pamphile, which, before
disappearing in the fifteenth century, frequently
changed its shape and character. Nor must we forget
the chelande (Fig. 70), or sélandre, which a writer of
the eleventh century represents as a ship of
extraordinary length, of great speed, possessing two
tiers of oars, and a crew of a hundred and fifty men,
and which, three centuries later, became a large flat
sailing vessel, and was termed chaland. The taride, a
kind of merchant galley with oars, and the huissier,
the name of which was derived from a huis, or large
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door, which opened in its side in front of the poop to
allow of the embarkation of horses, were
contemporaneous with the pamphile and with the
sélandre; as also was the chat or chatte, which
William of Tyre mentions in connection with a
maritime war which took place in 1121. According
to him it was a ram-armed vessel larger than a
galley, and carried a hundred oars, each of which
was handled by two men.

Besides all these there were the bucentaures (Fig.
71), large Venetian galleys, and the sagettes, or saities
(arrows), whose names denote their slender shape
and speed, and which, with their twelve or fifteen
oars on each side, played the same part in the twelfth
century as the baliner, or barineal, and the brigantin
played from the fourteenth to the seventeenth.

Fig. 70.—Turreted Vessel which protected the Port of Venice.—
From a Medal struck in honour of the Doge P. Candiano I.,
who died in 887 (Venetian Museum).
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There were two sorts of vessels used in the
fifteenth and the sixteenth centuries also belonging
to the numerous and varied family of the galley—the
fuste and the frégate, both smaller examples of the
galéasse. A galley was termed galéasse (Fig. 72) when
it was of large size, powerfully armed, and propelled
by such long and heavy oars that it took six or seven
men to work one of them.

Fig. 71.—The Bucentcgire, State Barge used for the Marriage of
the Doge of Venice with the Sea.—From the Model
preserved in the Arsenal of Venice.

We have not by any means exhausted the number
of long vessels propelled by oars, but we will now
turn to those which only used sails, and which were
termed nefs, or round vessels.

In the tenth century the Venetians employed these
large heavy vessels, which they had adopted from
the Saracens, and which were termed cumbaries
(from the Latin cymba), or gombaries. To the same
class belonged the coque (Fig. 73), which, according
to an old chronicler, had a round stem and stern, a
high freeboard, and drew very little water. This style
of vessel, which from its shape was considered
insubmersable, was largely used both for warlike and
commercial purposes, from the twelfth to the close of
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the fifteenth century.

The coque, so frequently employed in the Middle
Ages, doubtless suggested the construction of another
large vessel of the same sort, called by the Venetians
buzo, by the Genoese panzono, and busse by the
Provencaux, three words having a similar
signification.[4l These various names plainly indicate
the character of this kind of vessel, namely, that it
was a broad-beamed, slow-sailing craft, but one
capable of carrying large and heavy cargoes.

— =

Fig. 72.—Sketch of a Galhle-y of the Sixteenth Century, painted in
distemper on the door of a cupboard preserved in the Doria
Palace, Genoa.

Such names, however, as gombaries, coques, and
busses, are nowadays as completely forgotten as the
ships to which they were applied, while such terms
as carraque and galliot still convey a meaning
understood by everybody. Indeed, they immediately
call up in the mind the memory of the numerous
Spanish galleons which, according to popular
tradition, were constantly returning home laden with
Peruvian gold, and of those gigantic caracks which,
hailing from the French ports on the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean, invested the navy of France, in the
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reigns of Louis XII. and Francis I, with such a
splendid and imposing renown.

Fig. 73.—The Coque.—From a Miniature in a Manuscript ?/irgil
of the Fifteenth Century (Riccardi Library, Florence).

In 1545, Francis I. had a magnificent carack
constructed in Normandy, so richly decorated, with
such lofty decks and towers, and so capitally
appointed, that it was called the Great Carack. It was
anchored in the roadstead of Havre-de-Grace. Henry
VIIIL. ordered one equally splendid (Fig. 74), in which
he intended to embark when he started to meet his
brother sovereign at the famous Field of the Cloth of
Gold. The French vessel was about to set sail at the
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head of a powerful fleet dispatched to meet the
English. The King, desirous of inspecting it, boarded
it on the eve of its departure, accompanied by a
numerous and brilliant court. A collation had been
prepared for him and his suite, the band was playing,
salutes were thundering out in his honour, and he
himself was in the midst of his inspection of the
floating citadel, when suddenly cries of alarm were
heard. A fire had broken out between decks; it burnt
with astonishing rapidity, and, before help could be
efficiently rendered, the whole of the rigging was in
flames. In a few hours all that remained of the Great
Carack was an immense hull, half consumed,
aground on the beach, upon which the sea was
casting up the corpses of those of the crew who were
killed by the discharge of its cannons during the
progress of the conflagration.
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Fig. 74.—Man-of-War in which .“I_{-e;lry VIIL.,
embarked in 1520 at Dover to come to France.—From a
Drawing by Holbein.

The galliot occupied an intermediate place
between the ship properly so called and the large
galley. It was, in fact, a slighter vessel, longer and
narrower in the beam than all other kinds of ships.
Galliots were sometimes, but not often, propelled by
oars (Fig. 76). The ordinary build of galliot, whose
poop consisted of two rounded quarter -circles,
separated by the rudder-post, had two decks; the
largest of all had three. Two remarkable galliots are
mentioned in history, one of which was an exact
model of the celebrated Great Carack. It was built at
Venice to carry three hundred guns and five hundred
soldiers, besides its own crew of sailors, but while
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still in the lagoons it was caught in a tremendous
hurricane. Being severely tossed by the wind and the
waves, its rolls threw the whole of its heavy
ordnance to the port-side, and, being unable to right
itself, it turned over, and went down in sight of the
town.

-._..__‘_._-,".'ru-.nmllni

Fig. 75.—Spanish Ship of the End of the Fifteenth Century.—
From an Engraving in the “Arte del Navegar,” by Peter of
Medina.

Merely mentioning the palandres, the hourques, the
pataches, and the mahones, which were smaller than
the galliot, but which had certain advantages of their
own, we come to a craft whose diminutive
dimensions have not prevented it from acquiring a
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kind of historical renown, in consequence of the
important events at the close of the fifteenth century
in which it played a part. The craft we refer to is the
caravel (Fig. 77), which had the honour of carrying
Columbus to the New World. The design of the
caravel was taken from the caravo, a small barque
used by the Spaniards. The grace, the lightness, the
fine outlines, and the speed of the caravel,
recommended it to the hardy mariners who sailed, in
search of new continents, across the Atlantic Ocean.
Narrow at the poop, wide at the prow, carrying a
double tower at its stern, and a single one at its
bows, the caravel carried four vertical masts and one
inclined one. Two square sails were bent from the
foremast, while the three others each bore a single
triangular one (Fig. 78). The caravel sailed as well
against the wind as before it, and tacked as easily as
a row boat; so, at least, we are told in the log of the
first voyage of Columbus.

il =
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Fig. 76.—Three-masted Gallef with Square Sails, of the
Sixteenth Century.—From a Picture by Raphael in the
Cathedral of Sienna.

It is, therefore, an undeniable fact that the sailors
of the Middle Ages did not lack large and handsome
ships, though the boldest mariner did not care to put
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too much salt water between his craft and the shore,
and, as a rule, the longest voyages were made by
following the outline of the coast. The Middle Ages,
moreover, could often boast the possession of
considerable fleets. In 1242 the Genoese put to sea
with ninety-three galleys, thirty traders, and three
large ships, to struggle for the supremacy of the seas
with a hundred and ten Pisan and Imperial galleys.
At the beginning of the same century the Crusaders,
when they set sail to attack Constantinople, had a
fleet of three hundred vessels according to one
writer, and of four hundred and eighty according to
another. Amongst them there was one called The
World, of such large size and so beautifully finished
that it was the admiration of all the ports along the
coasts of the Mediterranean. Joinville, the ingenuous
historian of the crusades of Louis IX., tells us that
that sainted king sailed from the port of Aigues-
Mortes with a fleet of “eighteen hundred vessels,
large and small,” some of which carried as many as a
thousand passengers, and some a hundred horses.
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Fig. 77.—Spanish Caravel in which Columbus discovered
America.—From a Drawing attributed to Columbus, and
placed in the “Epistola Christofori Columbi:” undated
edition (1494?), 8vo.

In 1295, the combined French and Norwegian
fleets, intended to act against the English (Figs. 79
and 80) in the wars of Philippe le Bel and Edward I.,
amounted to upwards of five hundred vessels, two
hundred and sixty of which were galleys, and three
hundred and thirty ships of different sizes. Three
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centuries later fleets were not a whit more numerous
or more powerful, though better equipped and
organized. In 1570, Sultan Selim sent from
Constantinople, against the island of Rhodes, a fleet
of a hundred and sixteen galleys, thirty galliots,
thirteen fustes, six large ships, one galleon, eight
mahones, forty passe-chevaux (horse transports), and
a great number of caramoussats, laden with
provisions, with artillery, and with stores of all
kinds. The Christians, under Marco-Antonio Colonna,
could only oppose to this formidable flotilla one
hundred and four galleys, twelve galéasses, one large
galleon, and fourteen large ships.
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Fig. 78.—French Caravel.—From “Premiéres CEuvres de J.
Devaux, Pilot du Havre,” Manuscript of the Sixteenth
Century, in the National Library of Paris.

But in point of fact, and it was one of the
consequences of feudalism, large fleets were never
constructed and kept up by the governments under
whose authority they put to sea. Kings and republics
possessed, it is true, a small number of vessels of
their own that carried their flag, but, generally
speaking, too few to allow them to attack a
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formidable enemy, or to enable them to defend
themselves against one. Here, again, a complete
analogy existed between feudal rights at sea and
those on land. Feudalism possessed its ships as well
as its castles. The barons who possessed estates near
the sea-coast were bound to keep up at their own
cost one or more vessels, fitted either for war or
commerce. The rich merchants of Venice, of Genoa,
of Marseilles, and, in later times, of Havre, of Dieppe,
and of Antwerp (Fig. 81), by means of their vast
wealth, either individually or by combining together,
maintained flotillas of galleys and ships.

When war was imminent, and it became necessary
to prepare a fleet to carry the Crusaders, the
sovereign, directed the nobles who held fiefs and
were ship-owners to prepare their vessels for sea, and
to equip and arm them—an order which did not
require any long time or especial pains to carry into
effect, for at that period every sea being infested
with pirates, merchant vessels were always forced to
keep themselves armed in self-defence. Each sailor of
the crew could, at a pinch, be turned into a soldier;
and, besides these, there were always cross-bowmen
and regular soldiers, whose duty it was to be the first
to board an enemy’s ship, or to beat back his
boarders with handspikes and cross-bow shafts. To
embark, therefore, a few catapults and a few extra
soldiers was all that was ordinarily required to
transform a peaceable merchant vessel into a ship or
galley of war.
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Fig. 79.—Seal of the Town of Dover (1281).

The admiral appointed to the command of the
fleet published the order to arm in every port under
his master’s rule. In virtue of this order, the first
proceeding was to exhibit the cartel—a scroll
fastened to the top of a post or the end of a lance—
announcing that so many vessels of such and such a
kind were to be ready equipped within a given time,
to take the seas against such and such an enemy, or
to proceed in such and such a direction. Besides the
cartel, which was displayed on the shore or in the
gateway of the town, surrounded with garlands and
pennants, floated the standard of the prince, which
had previously been blessed at a solemn mass
celebrated to pray for the success of the undertaking.
The sea trumpets rang out their fanfares, and a
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herald at arms repeated in a loud voice the purport
of the cartel. A clerk stood by, pen in hand, for the
purpose of registering the names of the sailors and
marines, who, as they gave them, settled the
conditions of their engagement. A formal contract
binding both sides was then signed and sealed before
a notary, and as soon as sufficient hands had
volunteered, the cartel was taken down and the
trumpets ceased to sound.

D e

Fig. 80.—Seal of the Town of Yarmouth (Thirteenth Century).

When the ships of the sovereign, and of the nobles
and burgesses his feudal vassals, were insufficient in
number to form the fleet with which it was desirable
to put to sea, recourse was had to allies and to
foreign navies in general. Vessels were bought, hired,
and chartered, but in the latter case they were
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usually only employed as transports. The merchants
of Genoa and Venice were in this manner the
principal charterers for the Crusaders. In 1246, Saint
Louis addressed a demand to them for ships, at the
same time making a similar request to the merchants
of Marseilles. Emissaries from the king were sent into
Provence and Italy to make contracts for the
construction and chartering of vessels for the
transport of the armed pilgrims who were to
accompany him to the Holy Land. These envoys,
amongst whom was Brother Andrew, “the prior of
the holy house of Jerusalem,” made the necessary
arrangements with the podestate of Genoa, with the
Duke of Venice, and with the syndicate of the
commune of Marseilles, and settled the size of the
ships, the number of their crew, the space reserved
for each passenger and each horse, and the different
tariffs for the berths in the fore and aft towers, for
those in the main saloons (termed paradis), for those
between decks, and for those under the lower deck.
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Fig. 81.—View of the Port of Antwerp in 1520.—Fac-simile of a
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Drawing by Albert Diirer, in the Gallery of the Archduke
Albert, at Vienna.

In 1263 the arrangements for St. Louis’s second
crusade were carried out in a similar manner.

Genoese vessels reappear in the “army of the sea
prepared in the year of grace 1295” by Philippe le
Bel against Edward 1. of England; in the fleet
equipped in 1337 by Philippe de Valois against
Edward III.; and in the splendid flotilla lost by
Nicholas Behuchet, a French admiral, at I’Ecluse in
1340. Two centuries later the Genoese again
contributed ten caracks to the armada prepared by
the order of Francis I. on the coast of Normandy,
though most of them unfortunately foundered at the
mouth of the Seine through the ignorance of their
pilots. History also informs us that Andrew Doria
(Fig. 82), a Genoese, was one of Francis’ admirals,
having commanded that sovereign’s Mediterranean
fleet for several months.
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Fig. 82.—Andrew Doria (1468-1560).—From a Portrait of the

Period in the Collection of the Doges of Genoa.—National
Library of Paris.

i

The adventurers who served on board vessels
chartered by a sovereign or a foreign State were
usually the sons, brothers, relations, friends, or
dependents of the captains who commanded them.
Moreover, the chosen band which, under the name of
retenue de poupel3l (Fig. 83), was entrusted with the
duty of defending the captain’s flag, was solely
recruited from among these adventurers. Their
principal duty being the defence of this flag, which
floated on the starboard side close to the entrance to
the poop, they were expected never to leave their
post, except at the captain’s express order. Even
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when a galley was boarded at the stern, and its deck,
up to the mainmast, was swarming with the enemy,
all was by no means lost, for the poop still remained
in the hands of its brave defenders, who died at their
post rather than yield. Among the splendid feats of
arms which have adorned naval history, many
instances could be cited when a ship’s safety was
secured by the desperate resistance of its poop guard.
The warriors of the sea (Figs. 84 and 85) were
always distinguished for their extreme intrepidity
and boldness, and it is easy to believe that from them
emanated the system of submarine warfare (Figs. 86
and 87), which, in the fifteenth century, gave birth
to a series of extraordinary inventions in nautical
weapons.

== ===

Fig. 83.—Seal of the Town of deich, representing the Poop
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Guard (Thirteenth Century).

It is to the credit of these benighted ages, too
often accused of barbarism and social anarchy, that
in most of the Mediterranean ports overseers were
appointed, whose duty it was to inspect and survey
everything connected with voyages beyond the sea—
that is to say, voyages to the Holy Land. This friendly
tribunal settled all differences between the
passengers or pilgrims and the ship-owners or
captains, according to the terms of their reciprocal
contracts. One part of their duties was to carefully
measure the space assigned to each passenger, to see
that every individual had his proper allotment, so as
to secure that all were made as comfortable as
possible for the voyage, which usually lasted for
twenty-five or thirty days.
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Fig. 84.—Galley Soldier (Sixteenth Century).
Fig. 85.—Galley Slave (Sixteenth Century).
From Cesare Vecellio, “Degli Habiti Antichi:” 8vo, 1590.

In point of fact, a perfect maritime code was
drawn up to regulate during the passage the mutual
relations of the different inmates of the same vessel,
and to establish a reciprocity between the ships of
friendly nations. The merchant, for instance, who
spent a great portion of his life at sea, was treated on
board ship with greater deference than the soldier
who was there for a short time only. When several
merchants chartered a vessel in common for the
transport of their merchandise, and proceeded to sea
in it themselves, the captain was bound to consult
them and to follow their advice in all perils,



Military and religious life in the Middle Ages and at the period of the Renaissance 178

whenever storms threatened, or when from a dread
of pirates it seemed advisable to put into the nearest
port. Before setting sail, the captain and the crew
swore upon the Gospel to defend the ship and its
passengers against the elements and against man. In
the latter case, however, the merchants themselves
became soldiers for the nonce, and were prepared to
assist in the defence of their floating home.
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Fig. 87.—Man-at-Arms.

From Woodcuts by Végece, “L’Art Militaire:” Paris, Christian
Wechel, 1532, small 4to.

It was usual, in order to give both vessels and
merchants the best possible chance, for ships, not
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strong enough separately to resist pirates, to sail
together in twos and threes, or, if possible, in still
larger numbers. When a large powerful ship fell in
with a smaller vessel which claimed its protection, it
was bound to throw it a hawser so as to fasten the
two vessels together, and enable them to assist one
another in case of need. A ship’s captain who refused
to render this service to a smaller craft than his own,
would have run the risk of a very heavy punishment.
The maritime code, whose regulations were decided
by the overseers, laid down that all merchandise
entrusted to a ship’s captain should be properly
stored away in the hold, and not left on the deck, on
which the rigging, the carpenter’s and caulker’s tools,
the weapon cases, and the water casks were alone to
be placed. Similarly, any damage done to the cargo
during the voyage, owing to bad stowage or bad
ballasting, was liable to be made good by the ship-
owner, who was bound to have his ship in the best
possible condition, and who was held responsible for
the proper preservation of the cargo.
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Fig. 88.—Discovery of the Antilles by Columbus.—From a
Drawing attributed to him in the “Epistola Christofori
Columbi:” undated (1494?), 8vo.

Longer voyages began to be undertaken in the
fifteenth century, navigation having been rendered
less dangerous by the improvements in the mariner’s
compass, in the quadrant, and in other nautical
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instruments. Ships went as far as to the Azores, and
to the Canary Islands, to the coast of Guinea, and to
the East Indies; and one even touched at the new
continent discovered by Columbus (Fig. 88), and
named by Americus Vespazius. Certain seasons of the
year, however, were considered dangerous, during
which all navigation was absolutely forbidden by
law. Already, in the fourth century, the magistrates
entrusted with naval matters closed the sea from the
third day of the Ides of November to the sixteenth of
the Ides of March; in the thirteenth century, the
season opened in April and closed in October. In the
sixteenth, no vessel could legally return to Venice
from Constantinople, Alexandria, or the coast of
Syria, from the 15th of November to the 20th of
January. Although this regulation, which had for its
object the protection of seafaring men, was often
broken, there were others emanating from the same
source, and issued in the same spirit, that were more
binding. For instance, galleys (galleys were
frequently used in commercial ventures), as soon as
they were launched, underwent a minute inspection
by the overseers, who, after satisfying themselves on
the solidity of their construction, gauged their
capacity, and marked the water line on their side,
beyond which it was illegal to submerge them.
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Fig. 89.—Seal of the Town of Poole (Thirteenth Century).

But we will leave a subject whose complicated
details would lead us too far, and return to the
equipment proper of vessels. As far back as the tenth
century, the Emperor Leo originated the practice of
building towers for attack and defence on the deck of
the dromons; these towers, from the centre of which
sprang the mainmast, reached half-way up the mast.
This custom was still observed in the thirteenth
century, and was no doubt handed down from very
ancient times when it was usual to build towers and
citadels on the decks of triremes. The round class of
vessels were also provided with towers, one fore and
another aft. In the smaller vessels these towers were
simply platforms surrounded with a crenulated
parapet and raised upon pillars (Fig. 89); in the
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larger ones, the towers were constructed of several
stories added to the normal elevation of the poop
and prow. Mangonels, catapults, and other projectile
machines were placed on these towers and platforms.
The big ships especially carried terrible engines of
destruction, sometimes a heavy beam which worked
horizontally like an ancient battering-ram against the
sides of a hostile vessel, sometimes an immense bulk
of timber, which was worked vertically from the top
of the mast in order to shatter and sink a smaller
craft. Around the masts, too, and nearly at their tops,
chdtelets or platforms were suspended, in which were
hidden, behind a low parapet, slingers, archers, and
stone-throwers. In the sixteenth century, these
chatelets on board the vessels of the Mediterranean
were called cages or gabies, while in the North sailors
designated them by the Icelandic term of hunes (Fig.
90).
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Fig. 90.—Seal of the Town of Boston (1575), on which the hune
is depicted at the extremity of the mast.

The introduction of gunpowder on board ship was
long subsequent to the invention of fire-arms, and
was very slowly adopted by most navies. From the
fact that, in the middle of the fifteenth century, a
vessel of seven hundred and fifty tons burden had
only a single piece of artillery, and one of fifteen
hundred only eight guns, and as for a commission of
four months—the usual length of a ship’s commission
in the Middle Ages—each piece of artillery was only
provided with five-and-twenty to thirty rounds, we
see with what difficulty and how slowly the new
style of weapons replaced the old one. In the ships’
inventories of 1441, side by side with bombardes, we
find invariably figuring large cross-bows, viretons,
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darts, long lances, and complete sets of armour for
the sailors. Things were not much more advanced
than they were in 1379 at the celebrated naval battle
of Chioggia, in which the Venetians made use,
against the Genoese, of cannon constructed of pieces
of metal, welded together and covered with a casing
of wooden staves, bound round with stout iron bands
and ropes. Some of these primitive guns exploded at
their first discharge; one alone survives, and is now
to be seen in the arsenal at Venice, the solitary
specimen of the first attempt at projecting iron and
stone shot from a tube by the ignition of saltpetre,
sulphur, and charcoal.

Drawings by Breugel the Elder, engraved by Fr. Huys (1550).

More than a hundred years passed away before
marine artillery attained any importance; it was not
till the close of the sixteenth century that Brantéme
was able to put on record that he had seen in the
Mediterranean a galliot armed with two hundred
pieces of artillery, belonging to Cosmo I. of Medici,
the Grand-Duke of Tuscany.
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The galleys of the Middle Ages and of the
sixteenth century, armed at first with an iron spur
and afterwards with four or five cannon placed in the
bows, always engaged the enemy prow first, and
bore down in order of battle, side by side, in a
straight or curved line. The half-moon formation
practised by the ancients was reserved for the largest
fleets. At Lepanto (Fig. 92), for instance, the
Christian fleet was drawn up in the form of a half-
moon, and was divided into four squadrons: one in
the centre, two at the wings, and one in reserve. In
front of each division six galéasses were posted in
couples to open the engagement; they were all one
hundred and sixty feet in length, twenty-seven in
breadth, and fifteen above the water-line, and they
did a great deal of damage to the Turkish fleet with
their powerful artillery. Previous to the construction
of these gigantic galleys, a line of round vessels used
to be placed in the van to receive the first brunt of
the battle. Sometimes, besides this vanguard of
sailing vessels, ships were placed at the wings, the
most powerful in the quarter where it was imagined
that the struggle would become the hottest. The
smaller craft formed a line in reserve, always
prepared to row to the assistance of a hard-pressed
galley.
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FTg—._92.—Plan of the Naval Battle of Lepanto.—From a Drawing
by Don Juan, preserved in the Archives of Simancas, Spain.

In the eleventh century, at the battle of Durazzo,
the Venetian ships, being hard pressed by the Italo-
Norman fleet of Robert Guiscard, Duke of Puglia and
Calabria, and unable to make for the land owing to
the dropping of the wind, ranged themselves in a
line, and bound themselves together, leaving but a
small interval between each ship, just sufficient to
allow their smaller vessels to row out, harass the
enemy, and hasten back again. This style of battle
was not a new one, being the reproduction of a
manceuvre invented or employed for the first time by
Scipio in the days of ancient Rome. When time had
developed the progress of marine artillery, a fleet
composed of large ships, in giving battle to one
consisting of galleys, always presented their
broadsides to their antagonists, since, in this
position, the fire from their double row of cannon
could do the galleys the most harm. This order of
battle, however, was not always observed,
particularly when the guns, owing to their great
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weight, were placed in the prow (Fig. 93).

At first, merely to preserve the wood, the ship-
builders covered every part of the vessel exposed to
the action of the air or water with a coating of pitch,
but this sombre and uniform tint soon wearied the
eye. A more brilliant colour, prepared with wax, was
painted over the pitch; the costlier class of ships
glistened in all the splendour of white, ultramarine,
and vermilion, while pirates, and occasionally men-
of-war, were covered with a coat of green paint,
which, blending with the colour of the sea, prevented
them from being distinguished at any distance.
Gilding glistened on the vessels of the rich, and the
sculptor’s chisel added busts and figures to the
decoration of their bows and sterns. Even in this
respect the Middle Ages still followed the traditions
of antiquity.

The decorations of ships varied according to the
caprice of owners and the fashion of the times. The
Saracen dromon boarded and taken by Richard
Ceceur-de-Lion had one side coloured green and the
other yellow. The Genoese at first painted their ships
green; but in 1242, when they were at war with the
Pisans, they coloured them white spotted with
vermilion crosses, that is, “red crosses on a silver
ground,” which resembled the arms of “Monsieur
Saint-Georges.” Red was the colour generally
adopted for ships’ hulls in the sixteenth century,
though a pattern in black and white was sometimes
added, and sometimes the ground was painted black
and the pattern only vermilion.
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Fig. 93.—Pontifical Galley with Sails and Oars, and provided
with heavy Artillery.—Drawn by Breugel the Elder, and
engraved by Fr. Huys (1550).

In 1525, when Francis 1., made prisoner at the
battle of Pavia, was taken to Barcelona, the six
galleys which carried the captive sovereign and his
suite were painted entirely black from the top of the
masts to the water-line. This was not, however, the
first time that ships had been known to put on
mourning: for instance, the Knights of St. Stephen, in
the fifteenth century, hid the brilliant hues of their
Capitane,l®l and painted its sails, pennants, awnings,
oars, and hull with black, and swore never to alter
the sombre hue till their order had recaptured from
the Turks a galley lost by the Pisans in an
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engagement which, however, had not been
altogether inglorious for the vanquished.

Fig. 94.—Seal of Edward, Count of Rutland (1395).

Vessels in the Middle Ages, as in ancient times,
had frequently gold-coloured and purple sails. The
sails of seigniorial ships were generally brilliantly
emblazoned with the coat-of-arms of the seignior
(Fig. 94); the sails of merchant vessels and of fishing
boats with the image of a saint, the patron figure of
the Virgin, a pious legend, a sacramental word, or a
sacred sign, intended to exorcise evil spirits, who
played no inconsiderable part in the superstitions of
the toilers of the deep. Different kinds of sails were
originally employed to make signals at sea, but flags
soon began to be used for this purpose. A single flag,
having a different meaning according to its position,
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ordinarily sufficed to transmit all necessary orders in
the daytime. At night its place was taken by lighted
beacons. These flags, banners, standards, and
pennants, most of them embroidered with the arms
of a town, a sovereign, or an admiral, were made of
some light stuff, taffeta or satin. Sometimes square,
sometimes triangular, sometimes forked, each had its
own use and signification, either for the
embellishment of the vessel’s appearance or to assist
in its manceuvring. The galleys were provided with a
smaller kind of pennant, which was put up at the
prow or fastened to the handle of each oar: these
were purely for ornamental purposes, and were often
trimmed with golden or silken fringes.

Amongst the most celebrated flags and standards
of the French navy we must not omit to mention the
baucents, a name that recalls the Bauséant, the banner
of the Knights Templars. These flags, made of red
taffeta, and sometimes “sprinkled with gold,” were
only employed in the most merciless wars, for, says a
document of 1292, “they signified certain death and
mortal strife to all sailors everywhere.” In 1570,
Marco-Antonio Colonna hoisted on his flag galley a
pennant of crimson damask, which bore on both
sides a Christ on the Cross between St. Peter and St.
Paul, with the Emperor Constantine’s motto, In hoc
signo vinces. The banner which Don Juan of Austria
received at Naples, on the 14th of April, 1571, with
the staff of supreme command over the Christian
league, was made of crimson damask fringed with
gold, on which were embroidered, besides the arms
of the prince, a crucifix with the arms of the Pope, of
the Catholic king, and of the republic of Venice,
united by a chain, symbolical of the union of the
three powers “against the Turk.”
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The Normans, or the men of the north, were as
fond of these brilliant standards as the nations of the
Mediterranean. When they sailed on a warlike
expedition, or when they celebrated a victory over
pirates, they covered their vessels with flags. The
poet Benoit de Sainte-More tells us that it was in this
fashion, covered with seven hundred banners of
different colours, that Rollo brought his fleet back up
the Seine to Meulan. The Middle Ages made use of
all kinds of fanciful decorations for their vessels;
during the Renaissance, this taste was renewed and
was an improvement both upon the customs of
antiquity, whence it drew its inspirations, and on
those of the thirteenth century, which it seemed
anxious to forget (Fig. 95). “A galley,” says the
learned M. Jal, “was in those days a species of jewel,
and was handed over for embellishment to the hands
of genius as a piece of metal was given to Benvenuto
Cellini.” Sculptors, painters, and poets combined
their talents to adorn a ship’s stern. No more striking
example of this artistic refinement in naval
ornamentation could be well quoted than that of the
Spanish galley which was constructed in 1568 by
order of Philip II. for his brother, Don Juan of
Austria, to whom he had confided the command of
the fleet intended to fight the barbarous Moorish
States of Africa. The vessel’s cutwater was painted
white and emblazoned with the royal arms of Spain,
and with the personal ones of Don Juan. The prince
being a Knight of the Golden Fleece, and the
adventurous expedition on which he was bound
being likely to be attended with as many perils as
that of the Argonauts, the history of Jason and of the
good ship Argo was represented in coloured
sculpture on the stern above the rudder. This
pictured poem was accompanied with four
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symbolical statues—Prudence, Temperance, Power,
and Justice, above which floated angels carrying the
symbols of the theological virtues. On one side of the
poop might be seen Mars the Avenger, Mercury the
Eloquent, and Ulysses stopping his ears against the
seductions of the Sirens; on the other, Pallas,
Alexander the Great, Argus, and Diana. Between
these were inserted pictures, which conveyed either
a moral lesson for the benefit of the young admiral,
or a delicate eulogium on Charles V., his father, or
on Philip II., his brother. All these emblems were
chefs-d’ceuvre of drawing and sculpture, which the
brilliancy of their gold, azure, and vermilion settings
tended to enhance.
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Fig. 95.—Man-of-War of the Sixteenth Century.—Drawn by
William Barendsz and engraved by Visscher, from the
Collection of Engravings in the National Library of Paris.

A noticeable incident in the above description is
its incongruous mixture of Christian and Pagan
allegories. It bears witness to the anti-religious
tendency of the school of thought of the Renaissance,
and is a faithful reflection of the alteration in custom
and belief. In the Middle Ages, sailors, and indeed all
classes of society, were imbued with a strong spirit of
faith, tinged, however, with a great deal of
superstition. As in our day, they had a sincere belief
in Providence, and professed great devotion to the
Virgin; in seasons of peril they invoked those saints
who were supposed to take special interests in ships
and sailors; but, in spite of their natural reverence
for religion, they allowed themselves to be
influenced by childish superstition, and confused the
promptings of their orthodox faith with all kinds of
vain imaginings. Sailors have ever been superstitious;
their credulous brains are the parents of all the
fantastic beings and animals that they persuade
themselves they have seen in their wanderings, and
with which they have peopled the mysterious depths
of the ocean. The sirens of antiquity, the monsters of
Scylla and Charybdis, have been far surpassed by
modern legendary creations, such as the kraken, a
gigantic mass of pulp, which attacked and dragged
down the largest ships; the bishop fish, which, mitre
on head, blessed and then devoured shipwrecked
mariners; the black hand, which, even in the days of
Columbus, was depicted on the map as marking the
entrance to the sunless ocean; and the numerous
troops of hideous demons, one of whom, in the sight
of the whole French fleet of Crusaders on their way
to attack the island of Mitylene, in the reign of Louis



197 Military and religious life in the Middle Ages and at the period of the Renaissance

XII., clutched and swallowed up a profligate sailor,
who, over his dice, had “blasphemed and defied the
Holy Virgin.”

Blasphemy was by no means uncommon among
seamen; in spite of the laws of the Church and the
regulations of the Admiralty, they insisted on using
the most frightful oaths; they swore continually by
bread, by wine, and by salt, meaning thereby the
very principles of life itself, and by their soul—an
oath which was forbidden on pain of the severest
punishment. Yet the mariners of the Middle Ages had
strong reasons for avoiding open blasphemy, for, an
offence against Heaven being considered far more
criminal than any injury to mankind, a blasphemer
was liable to fine, to the cat, and to death itself. Even
in the thirteenth century the Danish code inflicted a
comparatively moderate punishment on a thief; it
shaved his head, tarred and feathered him, and made
him run the gauntlet of the whole crew, after which
it contented itself with dismissing him from his ship.
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Fig. 96.—Seal of La Rochelle (1437).
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THE CRUSADES.

Arab Conquest of the Holy Land.—Swarm of
Pilgrims in the Year 1000.—Turkish Invasion
of Judea.—Persecution of the Christians.—
Pope Silvester II.—Expedition of the Pisans
and the Genoese.—Peter the Hermit.—Letter
from Simeon the Patriarch to Pope Urban II.
—TFirst Crusade.—Expedition of “Gautier sans
Avoir.”—Godefroy de Bouillon.—The
Kingdom of Jerusalem.—Second Crusade.—
St. Bernard.—Third Crusade: Philip Augustus
and Richard Ceeur de Lion.—Fourth Crusade.
—Fifth and Sixth Crusades.—Louis IX. turns
Crusader.—Seventh Crusade.—St. Louis taken
Prisoner.—Eighth and last Crusade.—Death
of St. Louis.—Results of the Crusades.

“Jerusalem,” says Jacques de Vitry, Bishop of
Ptolemais in the thirteenth century, and one of the
most eloquent historians of the Crusades, “Jerusalem
is the city of cities, the saint of saints, the queen of
nations, and the princess of provinces. She is situated
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in the centre of the world, in the middle of the earth,
so that all men may turn their steps towards her; she
is the patrimony of the patriarchs, the muse of the
prophets, the mistress of the apostles, the cradle of
our salvation, the home of our Lord, and the mother
of the faith, as Rome is the mother of the faithful.
She is chosen and hallowed by the Almighty, who
placed his feet upon her, honoured by the angels,
and visited by all the nations of the earth.” A poet of
the same period declares, in a burst of fervent
inspiration: “She attracts the faithful as the magnet
attracts the steel, as the sheep attracts the lamb with
the milk of its teats, as the sea attracts the river to
which it has given birth.”

Under the influence of this belief it is easy to
understand the powerful interest which, in the eyes
of the whole Christian world, was attached to a
corner of the globe so marked with the impress of
the Almighty, and the object of so much veneration.

Since the conversion of Constantine I., which so
gloriously signalized the triumph of the cross, and
while the ostentatious but feeble successors of that
great emperor were preparing the decline of the
empire of Byzantium, Jerusalem had frequently been
forced to submit to infidel profanations, and the
Western Christians, in their visits to the holy places,
had, in consequence, many times encountered
painful and almost insurmountable obstacles.

In the seventh century, the conquest of Palestine
by the Arabs or Saracens, attracted by fanaticism to
the banner of Mahomet’s immediate successors, had
occasioned the most painful, if not the first of these
terrible trials to Christendom. Already pilgrims, on
their return from the Holy Land, had related to the
dismayed West the sacrileges of which they had been
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the witnesses, and the annoyances of which they
themselves had been the victims. Their dismal
recitals represented the Christian population of
Judea as reduced to a species of slavery, groaning
under heavy tribute, clad in a degrading livery,
forbidden to use the language of their conquerors,
banished from their temples, now transformed into
mosques, and obliged to conceal every external
emblem of their religion, which they were no longer
allowed publicly to practise.

But a gentler rule succeeded these hardships,
thanks to the internal dissensions of the Mussulmans,
who, in the midst of their fratricidal struggles, forgot
to persecute the Christians; thanks also to the policy
of the famous Haroun-al-Raschid and his children,
who, being constantly at war with the emperors of
Constantinople, dreaded lest the Eastern Christians
should summon the Western to their assistance, and,
consequently, were always showering on the latter
every possible mark of deference, of kindness, and of
consideration.

Later, when the empire of Haroun-al-Raschid had
fallen into decay, one of Constantine’s successors,
John 1., surnamed Zimisces (970), attempted to
accomplish the freedom of the Holy Land, and had
nearly succeeded, when death struck down the
leader of the Christian army in a battle with the
Arabs, and with him was destroyed the last hope of
the faithful, who soon found themselves delivered
over to the horrors of a terrible persecution. “It is
impossible to put on record all the evils they
suffered,” says William of Tyre, in his great history of
the holy war.
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Fig. 97.—Facade of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
Jerusalem, founded in 326 by the Emperor Constantine,
and restored by the Crusaders in 1099 (present condition,
from a Photograph).

Towards the close of the tenth century, a false
interpretation of a passage in the Gospels, according
to which the end of the world and the second coming
of Jesus Christ in Judea had been fixed for the year
one thousand, had struck all Christendom with
stupor and affright. “The end of the world being at
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hand,” were the opening words of all deeds and
contracts; and the vanities of the world being
forgotten in the near approach of the “supreme and
inevitable catastrophe,” every one was anxious to
start for the Holy Land, in the hope of being present
at the coming of the Saviour, and of finding there
pardon for their sins, a peaceful death, and the
salvation of his soul. The immense crowd of pilgrims,
according to another historian of the Crusades,
Glaber the monk, was far greater than religious
devotion alone could possibly account for. The first
to come were the poor and the working classes, and
then counts, barons, and princes, who no longer
attached any value to the possessions of this world.
And further, as if the miraculous influence of this
grand religious manifestation had inspired the
infidels themselves with admiration and awe, the
cruelties and the persecutions inflicted upon the
Christians in Palestine suddenly ceased. When the
dreaded epoch had passed away, and no perceptible
disturbance had occurred in the laws of the universe,
when each successive day had lessened the fears and
increased the courage of the Western Church, the
Holy Land remained open to pilgrims, who came in
swarms to thank the Lord Jesus Christ for having a
second time saved the world.

But all this was merely a kind of tacit truce
granted to the children of Christ by the unbelievers,
who had sworn to destroy the religion of the cross,
and to establish in its place the creed of Mohamet.
The East, moreover, was about to change masters.
The Turks, an Asiatic nomadic people, sprung from
the countries beyond the Oxus, had conquered
Persia, and had thence borne their triumphant arms
towards Syria and the banks of the Nile. This rapid
conquest included Judea, and was signalized by
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horrible excesses. No quarter was given either to the
followers of Moses, to those of Jesus, or to the
disciples of the Prophet. The same blow fell upon the
Jewish synagogues, the Mussulman mosques, and the
Catholic churches. Jerusalem was steeped in blood.
Deprived of their property, groaning under a bitter
and humiliating yoke, says a contemporary historian,
the Christians suffered as they had never suffered
before.

Asia Minor, the land generally crossed by the
pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem, was also in the
power of the Turks. In the principal towns, Nicea,
Tarsus, Antioch, Edessa, &c., whose names are
inseparable from the glorious memories of the first
centuries of the Church, neither the Greek nor the
Roman Catholic ritual could be publicly celebrated.
The precepts of the Koran were the only ones that
were rigorously observed; and Christians everywhere
experienced from the Mohammedans the same
injustice, the same annoyances, and the same
hardships.

The accounts of these persecutions, which seemed
intended to utterly annihilate the faith of the cross,
filled the hearts of the faithful with gloom and anger.
The day was already fast approaching when the
groans and complaints that reached them from the
Holy Land were to rouse and arm the nations of the
West for the deliverance of Christ’s tomb, and the
formidable struggle, soon to take place between the
Christian and the Moslem—a struggle fated to last
for two hundred years with alternate successes and
reverses on either side—was destined to decide the
future of European civilisation.

So far back as the commencement of the eleventh
century, Gerbert, a French monk, one of the most
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remarkable men of his time, who had succeeded to
the papacy as Silvester II., attempted, under the
influence of the impressions he had brought back
from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, to make a fresh
appeal to Christendom against the persecutions he
had witnessed in the East. Roused by his summons,
an expedition of Pisans, of Genoese, and of the
subjects of the King of Arles, had put to sea and
disembarked on the coasts of Syria, where it inflicted
a certain amount of injury on the cruel votaries of
Islamism; without, however, being able to penetrate
very far inland, but not without influencing to some
extent the fate of the inhabitants of Palestine.

In fact, persecution for the time ceased, or at any
rate was sensibly diminished, and it was not until
half a century later that a fresh crusading appeal
rang through Christendom. This time the cry of
sorrow and indignation was uttered by Pope Gregory
VIL., that illustrious pontiff whose ardent and
resolute nature, in the midst of the universal disorder
and disorganization of government and society,
seemed to have a divine mission to fulfil in settling
upon an indestructible basis the supreme authority of
the Church. “The miseries suffered by the Eastern
Christians,” he wrote, “have so stirred up my heart
that I almost long for death, and I would rather
expose my life in delivering the holy places than
reign over the universe. Come, sons of Christ, and
you will find me at your head!”

Such words as these at such an epoch necessarily
rekindled faith and hope in every heart that received
them. Fifty thousand Christians bound themselves by
an oath to follow the successor of St. Peter to
Constantinople, when the Emperor Michael Ducas
promised to put an end to the dissensions that had so
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long separated the Greek from the Latin Church, and
to Jerusalem, where the standard of Christ,
supported by heroic hands and hearts, could not fail
soon to replace the standard of the Prophet. Rumours
were rife in Europe that a part of Asia was already
christianised, and that Prester-John, a powerful
sovereign of Tartary (Figs. 98 and 99), had forced his
subjects to adopt the precepts of the Gospel.
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Fig 98.—Prester-John, Chief of a Christian Tribe in Tartary.
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Fig. 99.—Prester-John’s Page.

From Cesare Vecelli’s “Degli Habiti Antichi e Moderni:” 8vo,
Venice, 1560.

But the political struggles which Gregory VII. had
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to sustain against the princes of the West, and the
refusal of the King of Germany, Henry IV., to grant
him the assistance he had demanded, prevented him
from undertaking the sacred expedition which was to
have crowned his apostolic work. Victor III., his
successor, inspired by his example, continued to
preach the Holy War against the infidels. The latter
not only manifested throughout the entire East their
implacable hatred to the Christian race, but, having
founded large settlements on the shores of Africa,
they infested the seas, endangered the security of all
maritime trading, ceaselessly pillaged the coasts of
Italy, ravaged the greater part of Spain, and seemed
to be within very little of making Europe a tributary
of Islam. But if Victor III. was unable to give birth to
a real crusade, he at least succeeded in persuading
the Italians to take up arms. An army of Pisans and
Genoese landed in Africa (1087), gave battle to the
Saracens, killed more than a hundred thousand of
them, took and sacked two of their towns, and
returned victorious with an immense booty, which
they devoted to the embellishment of the churches of
Genoa and of Pisa. But this daring enterprise, in spite
of its important results, is not mentioned by any of
the historians of the Crusades, although in every
respect it had the characteristics of a holy war. This
appears to prove that its guiding principle was by no
means entirely a religious one, but was one bound up
with many more material interests, particularly with
that of Italian commerce, which had suffered so
much from African piracy that it naturally wished at
any price to punish the accursed race from which it
sprung.

The successor of Victor III. was Urban II., a pontiff
of French extraction, who, following up the policy of
his predecessors, endeavoured with all his influence
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to stir up the Christians against the infidels. But the
Almighty often confides the execution of his most
important designs to the hands of the humblest, and
the honour of initiating the Crusades was not
reserved for the occupant of the chair of St. Peter. It
was destined to fall to the lot of a humble pilgrim,
who, as the learned historian of these events tells us,
was inspired only by his zeal, and whose only
influence was the force of his character and his
genius. This humble pilgrim was Peter of Acheris,
better known as Peter the Hermit. Descended from a
noble family of Picardy, but ungainly in body and
short of stature, he had vainly sought happiness and
peace in the most opposite conditions of society. At
first he embraced the profession of arms, then he
gave himself up to literature, then he married, and
being soon left a widower, he entered into holy
orders. Everywhere, however, he met with nothing
but bitterness and deception. Having become at last,
to use the expression of William of Tyre, “hermit
both in deed and in name,” he sought in solitude, in
fasting, and in prayer to forget the empty vanities of
the world, and it was no doubt with a last hope of
giving some practical effect to his fervent but barren
devotion that he undertook his pious pilgrimage to
Jerusalem.

His habits of meditation and prayer had infused a
burning ardour and an enlightenment into his soul.
When he found himself on the very soil that had
been pressed by the Saviour’s feet, when he
witnessed the hardships and the humiliations
inflicted on the worshippers of Christ by the infidels,
when, above all, he heard the lamentations of the
venerable Simeon, the patriarch of Jerusalem, and
had wept with him over the terrible trials of the
Eastern Church, indignation, grief, piety, and faith
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awoke in his heart the feeling that he must at all
hazards devote his life to a special vocation. He
resolved to devote himself to the protection of his
brethren in Christ, and to the deliverance of the holy
places.

One day, as he was secretly praying in front of the
Holy Sepulchre, he heard a voice saying, “Peter,
arise! go forth and announce the tribulation of my
people; it is time that my servants be succoured and
my holy places delivered.” Under the influence of
this heavenly command, the poor pilgrim, convinced
that he was henceforward chosen by the divine will,
determined to allow himself no rest till the holy
mission, with which Christ himself had entrusted
him, had been fully and faithfully accomplished. He
left Palestine with letters from the patriarch Simeon
to the Pope; he crossed the sea, hurried to Rome, and
threw himself at the feet of Urban II., who, listening
to the pathetic and eloquent language of the poor
pilgrim, fancied that he was addressed by some
inspired prophet, and entrusted him with the mission
of summoning the nations to the holy war (Fig. 100).

Peter the Hermit, says the historian whose account
we are following, left Italy, crossed the Alps, and
wandered over France and a great part of Europe,
infusing into all the burning zeal with which he was
filled. He journeyed on a mule, a crucifix in his hand,
his feet bare, his head uncovered, his body girdled
with a thick cord, and clad in a long frock and
mantle of the commonest, coarsest stuff. His peculiar
garments excited the curiosity of the people, while
the austerity of his life, his charity, and the morality
he inculcated, made them reverence him as a saint.
He wandered in this guise from town to town, from
province to province, stirring up the courage of some
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and the piety of others; sometimes he addressed
them from church pulpits, sometimes in the
highways and public places. His eloquence was keen
and vigorous, full of vehement appeals that carried
away the multitudes who listened to him. He recalled
to their memories the profanation of the holy places,
and the Christian blood that had poured in rivers
down the streets of Jerusalem; he called on Heaven,
the saints, and the angels, whose testimony he
invoked as to the truth of his statements; he appealed
to them by the holy hill of Sion, by the heights of
Calvary, and by the mount of Olives, whose slopes he
declared were ringing with groans and lamentations.
When words failed him to further depict the miseries
of the faithful in the far East, he showed them the
crucifix which he always carried about him, and,
beating his breast, burst into passionate tears.

ETETY
elivering the R
Patriarch of Jerusalem, to Pope Urban II.—From a Coloured
Drawing by Germain Picavet in the “Histoire des
Croisades,” a Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century
(Burgundian Library, Brussels).

Fi_g. 100.'—Peter the Hermit d

The populace everywhere crowded around him.
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The preacher of the holy war was received as the
special envoy of the Almighty. To be allowed to
touch his clothes was considered an inestimable
privilege, the hair even of the mule he bestrode was
prized and preserved as a relic. The tones of his voice
hushed domestic strife, forced the rich to succour the
needy, and the profligate to slink ashamed away. His
austerities and his miracles, his discourses and his
exhortations, were repeated to those who had not
been fortunate enough to witness the former or to
hear the latter. As his hearers realised the fact that
Jerusalem, Holy Jerusalem, was in the power of the
infidel, the emotions of pity and the desire for
vengeance were kindled within them. Every voice
was lifted up to beseech God to restore to his keeping
his once-beloved city. Some proffered their wealth,
others their prayers, and all their life, to deliver the
holy places.

Everything in Europe was ready for the great
expedition; every heart beat high and every voice re-
echoed the solemn hope so ardently and so
persistently instilled by Peter the Hermit. Nothing
now was wanted but to crown the work so far
accomplished, and some watchword that would
strike home to every heart, and raise, amidst the
pious and countless hosts of the Crusaders, some one
central banner around which they could all unite and
rally. To this end Urban convoked a council on the
very spot in that land of the Franks in which he had
been born, a land which had always been foremost to
set a noble example to surrounding nations.

The council assembled in Clermont, a town in
Auvergne, scarcely large enough to contain the
crowd of illustrious personages that soon flocked
thither, “in such numbers,” says the French
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chronicler, William Aubert, “that, towards the
middle of November, in the year 1096, the
neighbouring towns and villages were so full of
strangers that many were obliged to pitch their tents
in the midst of the fields and meadows, although the
season was extremely cold.”

The first sittings of this council, about to proclaim
war against the enemies of the cross, were employed
in decreeing the truce of God between all Christians.
Then came the question of the hour. The apostle of
the Crusade, Peter the Hermit, spoke first; with that
tearful voice, with that burning emotion which had
won him so many adherents, he depicted the
miseries of the Eastern Church. After him the Pope
addressed the assembly, and with such a
distinguished and aristocratic audience, it may easily
be understood that his skilful and learned eloquence
had at least as much influence as the simple and
rough speech of the poor hermit who had such sway
over the minds of the masses.

The council rose as one man, and one cry burst
simultaneously from every breast—*“Dieu le veut! Dieu
le veut! (Diex li volt).”!Zl The pontiff repeated in a
stentorian voice these words, Diex li volt, words
which for two centuries were destined to be the war-
cry of the Crusaders, and showed to the excited
crowd the emblem of the Redemption. “Let the
cross,” he said, “glitter on your arms and on your
standards! Bear it on your shoulders and on your
breasts, it will become for you the emblem of victory
or the palm of martyrdom; it will ever remind you
that Jesus Christ died for you, and that it is your part
to die for Him.” At these words, all the princes,
barons, knights, prelates and clergy, artisans and
labourers, swore to dedicate their lives to avenge the
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outrages inflicted on Christ and on His followers. The
oath was cemented by a declaration of oblivion of all
private animosities and quarrels, and every one of
the immense audience fastened a red cross to his
dress. From this the appellation of Crusaders was
derived, a title which was bestowed on the faithful
who then enrolled themselves under Christ’s banner,
and also that of Crusade, the name given to the holy
war. The council, before separating, confirmed and
allotted the temporal and spiritual privileges which
were to be bestowed upon the Crusaders.

It is impossible to paint in sufficiently vivid
colours the universal and spontaneous movement
which took place in Western Christendom, when the
faithful who had taken part in the council of
Clermont went forth everywhere, as formerly did
Christ’s apostles, repeating what had taken place,
and proclaiming the decrees which had been
promulgated there. Thenceforward all, in spite of
age, sex, or social position, were carried away by the
same enthusiasm. Family ties were broken, riches
were no longer held of any account. The question
was not who had taken up the cross, but who had
hesitated to do so. A poet of the time says, “I hold no
man a true knight who refuses to go willingly, with
his whole heart and with all the means in his power,
to the assistance of God, who so greatly needs it.”
Women of every rank sewed the cross to their
clothing, children of every age marked it on their
innocent bodies. Monks left the retreat where they
had hoped to peacefully end their existence, hermits
came out of their caves and forests, and even the
very robbers of the highway came forward, confessed
their crimes, and swore to expiate them in the ranks
of the holy army. The train was laid, the match was
lighted, and for two centuries the Crusades were
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waged continually, with a few intervals of rest,
caused by the enormous sacrifice of men and money
entailed by this gigantic undertaking, which, inspired
and controlled by an ardent faith, was persisted in, in
spite of every reverse and every disaster.
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Fig. 101.—Reception of Gautier-sans-Avoir by the King of
Hungary, who permits him to pass through his territory
with the Crusaders.—From a Miniature in the “Histoire des
Empereurs,” a Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century (Library
of the Arsenal, Paris).

The spring of the year 1096 witnessed the first
departure of the Crusaders, in two numerous bodies,
under the orders of Peter the Hermit himself, and of
a poor but valiant warrior, Gautier-sans-Avoir (Fig.
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101). But these undisciplined masses, forced to
support themselves on their road by pillage, were
dispersed and nearly destroyed by the nations
through whose countries they had to pass, and who
were ruined by their advent as they might have been
by an army of locusts. Only a few thousand ever
reached Constantinople, when the Emperor Alexis I.,
who had summoned the Western Christians to his aid
against the Turks, succoured them, and enabled them
to await the arrival of the more regular expeditions,
which had started three months later under Godefroy
de Bouillon.

N S
Fig. 102.—Taking of Nicza by the Crusaders in 1097; from a
Window ordered by the Abbé Suger for the Church of the
Abbey of St. Denis, and now destroyed.—From the
“Monuments de la Monarchic Francaise,” by Montfaucon
(Twelfth Century).
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It was then only that the real Crusade, that is to
say, the actual war against the unbelievers,
commenced. In March, 1097, the Christian army
crossed the Bosphorus from Thrace, seized Nicaa
(Fig. 102), penetrated into Syria, and laid siege to
the important town of Antioch, which by an act of
treachery was forced to surrender in June, 1098. In
the spring of the following year the soldiers of Christ
entered Palestine, but it was not till the 15th of July,
1099, that the holy city fell into their hands, and that
Godefroy de Bouillon (Figs. 103 and 104), elected
king by the principal leaders of the victorious army,
under the modest title of Baron of the Holy
Sepulchre, founded the Christian kingdom of
Jerusalem.
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of our Lord’s Passion.—From a Woodcut of the end of the
Fifteenth Century, in the Burgundian Library, Brussels.
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Fig. 104.—Tomb of Godefroy de Bouillon, as it existed in the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem, with the
inscription:—“Hic jacet inclitus Godfridus de Bulion, qui
totam istam terram acquisivit cultui Christiano, cujus
anima cum Christo requiescat. Amen.” (“Here lies the
illustrious Godefroy de Bouillon, who won all this Holy
Land to the worship of Christ. May his soul rest with
Jesus.”)—Monument of the early part of the Twelfth
Century, now destroyed, from a Drawing taken on the spot
in 1828, now in the possession of M. Ambr. Firmin-Didot.

Half a century passed away, during which
Christendom sent forth expedition after expedition to
defend the Holy Land and to consolidate its
conquest; but with little success, for the Saracens
never desisted from their attacks on the Crusaders,
and persistently disputed with them the possession of
Palestine. Moreover, the ardour of the pilgrims
gradually diminished, the zeal for the Crusades
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commenced to slacken in Europe, and indifference
and apathy began to take its place. When the throne
of Godefroy de Bouillon began to totter upon its
insecure foundations, the road to Jerusalem became
deserted, and the civilised world, absorbed and
distracted by the nearer and keener struggles
continually waging between its popes and its
sovereigns, soon, preserved but a vague
remembrance of the glorious enterprises of its
fathers.

Suddenly, however, it was rumoured in the West
that the city of Edessa, the capital of the first
Christian principality founded by the Crusaders in
the East, and considered as the bulwark of the
kingdom of Jerusalem, had been retaken by the
Saracens, who had deluged the streets in blood. The
painful tidings were received with deep indignation;
but a man of genius was at hand to strike the
keynote of distress and vengeance, and the voice of
St. Bernard, the Abbot of Clairvaux, rekindled the
waning torch of crusading enthusiasm.

It was at Vézelai (Fig. 105), where Louis VII. held
his court, that the illustrious abbot, “fortified with
the apostolical authority and his own sanctity,” first
addressed the nobles and the populace (1146). “As
there was no room in the castle,” says an eye-
witness, Eudes de Deuil, in his Latin chronicles, “a
pulpit had been constructed in the open air upon the
plains which lay at the foot of the hill of Vézelai, into
which Bernard ascended, accompanied by the king,
wearing the cross sent him by the pope.” When the
heaven-born orator had aroused his hearers with the
divine fire of his eloquence, there arose a universal
shout of “Crosses! crosses!” The crosses which the
abbot had prepared beforehand were soon
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exhausted, and, tearing his clothes into strips, he
distributed them amongst the assembly, who
fastened them crosswise on their garments. He
continued his exhortations during the whole of his
stay at Vézelai, giving proof of the sanctity of his
mission by the numerous miracles which he
performed.

The pious and touching appeals of St. Bernard
attained the success he desired. King Louis, his wife
Eleanor, his principal nobility and clergy, many
thousand knights, and a vast number of the lower
classes, enrolled themselves under the banner of the
cross. “As soon as it was agreed that they should set
out at the expiration of a year,” says another
chronicler, “all joyfully returned home. But the
Abbot of Clairvaux went about preaching from place
to place, and it soon became impossible to reckon
the number of the Crusaders.” From France, Bernard
crossed over to Germany, where the influence of his
inspired words fully revealed itself, for whole
populations, unable even to understand the language
he addressed them in, carried away by the
marvellous charm of his manner, smote their breasts,
and cried out, “God be merciful to us! The saints be
with us!”
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Fig. 105.—Facade of the Abbey Church of the Magdalen, as it
now stands at Vézelai, where, in 1146, St. Bernard
preached the Second Crusade (Twelfth Century).

The Emperor Conrad, whom the Abbot
endeavoured to persuade to join the King of France
in the new crusade, at first gave the enterprise
considerable opposition; but at last, at a meeting
held at Spires, the 28th of December, 1146, Bernard’s
extraordinary eloquence produced such an effect
upon him that he vowed on the spot to assume the
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cross. His example was immediately followed by
several German princes, amongst whom was his own
nephew, the youthful Frederick of Suabia, who
afterwards became so celebrated under the name of
Frederick Barbarossa.

A few months later, the French and German
armies, each of which contained more than a
hundred thousand fighting men, without reckoning
the swarm of pilgrims who accompanied them, set
out, well armed, well equipped, and full of
confidence, for the East. The two armies contained
the élite of the chivalry of both countries. “Europe,”
said St. Bernard in one of his letters, “contained
nothing but desert towns and castles, nothing but
widows and orphans, whose husbands and fathers
were still alive.”

But, alas! this enthusiasm, this zeal, this heroism,
displayed by all classes of European society, were
destined to end in miserable disaster. The
insubordination of the troops, the want of foresight
and co-operation of their leaders, and the treachery
of the Greek emperor Manuel, prepared a fatal
ending for this ill-omened undertaking, which saw its
host melt away long before their arrival in the Holy
Land. After more than a year of tremendous efforts
and sanguinary reverses, its remnants struggled
painfully back to the West, leaving the kingdom of
Jerusalem in a far more precarious position than
before the arrival of the combined forces. “And on all
sides,” relates a chronicler, “were heard complaints
and reproaches against the Abbot of Clairvaux,
whose promises of victory had been so little realised,
who, it was said, had sent so many brave men to a
useless death, and who had plunged so many noble
families into mourning. The holy man was mortified
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to the very depths of his soul, but rather than doubt
the beneficent wisdom of the Almighty, he
exclaimed, ‘If they must murmur, it is better that
they should murmur against me than against God. I
am rejoiced that the Lord has condescended to use
me as a shield. I am willing to be humiliated,
provided always that His glory be unassailed.””

Forty years later, after the terrible battle of
Tiberias (1187), where so much generous blood was
spilt around Guy de Lusignan, the last King of
Jerusalem, the Sultan Saladin, one of the most
remarkable characters in Mussulman history, seized
the holy city, which henceforth was only destined
once, and then but for a short time, to fall again into
the hands of the Christians.

In 1181 the Third Crusade was undertaken, and
Philip Augustus, the King of France, and Richard, the
King of England, whose great deeds in this holy war
obtained for him the surname of Cceur de Lion,
forgetting their own personal quarrels, put
themselves at its head. Subsequently, Frederick
Barbarossa, the Emperor of Germany, who had
previously taken part in the Second Crusade, joined
the undertaking, in which he was destined to meet
his death.

After having shed more blood and displayed more
bravery than would have sufficed to conquer the
whole of Asia, after the long and memorable siege of
the city of Ptolemais, after many signal successes, the
Christian armies, discouraged and diminished by
more than one half, returned to Europe, bringing
with them “moult de gloire,”[8] says a chronicler, but
without having in reality obtained any material or
lasting advantage over the unbelievers, who it was
true had lost St. Jean d’Acre, but who still retained
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possession of Jerusalem.

The Fourth Crusade (1198-1204), which some
historians call the fifth, was authorised by Pope
Innocent III., and preached in France by the
celebrated Foulques de Neuilly. This crusade was
remarkable in one respect. Its efforts at first were
directed against the persecutors of Christianity, but
events, as they developed themselves, modified its
aim, and the question of the holy places having
become abandoned, it ended, after the taking of
Constantinople (Fig. 106), in the overthrow of the
dynasty of the successors of Constantine, and its
being replaced by a French dynasty, the founders of
the Latin Empire of Byzantium. Following the
example of Baudouin, Count of Flanders, the
principal nobles of the crusading army divided
among themselves the spoils of the Greek Empire,
and ceased to think of the holy war.

In 1217, Andrew, King of Hungary, in company
with several nobles of Germany and France, assumed
the cross. This expedition sailed for Egypt, and laid
siege to Damietta, which only capitulated after losing
eighty thousand of its inhabitants. From thence it
moved on to Cairo, but, being decimated by the
plague, it was forced to retreat and return to Europe.
This was really the fifth crusade.
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Fig. 106.—Second taking of Consfatinople, in 1204.—From a
Fresco by Tintoretto, in the Palace of the Doges, Venice
(Sixteenth Century).

In 1228, Frederick II., King of Naples and Sicily,
having been elected Emperor of Germany, conceived
the idea, more from political than religious motives,
of reconquering, in the name of Christendom, the
Holy City. He embarked, accompanied only by a few
hundred soldiers, and, landing in Egypt, had an
interview with the Sultan, who was persuaded, under
some unknown influence, to sign a treaty, by virtue
of which Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem were
to be restored to the Christians, under the express
condition that the Mussulmans should be allowed to
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retain the Temple and to erect a mosque in the city
of Jesus Christ. This was at best a sacrilegious
compact. It was neither approved nor kept by the
Christians or by the Saracens, and was soon
considered by Frederick himself a worthless
compromise, although he had entered Jerusalem in
person, and had there crowned himself with his own
hands. This singular expedition was termed the Sixth
Crusade.

But the hour was now fast approaching when the
vigorous and sincere faith which had inspired the
apostles of the First Crusade was once more to revive
and to shine forth in all its pristine brilliancy; and it
was again in France that the flame of Christian
devotion was to be rekindled at the cry which still
found its echo in every heart, the cry of “Dieu le
veut!” The French nation, the eldest daughter of the
Church, had then at its head one of those pure and
simple-minded men whom Providence too rarely
raises up for the honour and welfare of mankind.
Louis IX., the son of Blanche of Castile, and the
grandson of King Philip Augustus, united in his pure
and magnanimous soul all the gentle virtues of his
mother to the generous and chivalrous sentiments of
his grandfather.

Whilst bestowing an assiduous and intelligent care
on the government, and, it may be said, on the
regeneration of his kingdom, whilst devoting the
influence of his moral authority to appease the
political discord which was agitating and devastating
Europe, the sainted king could not forget that his
Eastern brethren were groaning under slavery and
persecution. The object of his dreams, at some future
day when his kingly task should be nearing its
accomplishment, when peace should reign in his
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dominions and in those of his neighbours, was to
deliver Jerusalem and to drive the Saracen from the
Holy Land. He was forced to postpone this noble
undertaking, but it was only to await a more
propitious opportunity of carrying it out in a
thoroughly efficacious manner.

“Or advint,” says the Sire de Joinville in his
Memoirs, “que le roi cheut en une grande maladie, et
tellement fut au bas, qu'une des dames qui le
gardoient, cuidant qu’il fiit oultre, lui voulut couvrir
le visage d’un linceul, et de l’autre part du lit y eut
une autre dame qui ne le voulut souffrir. Or Notre-
Seigneur ouvra en lui et lui redonna la parole; et
demanda le bon roi qu’on lui apportat la croix; ce qui
fut fait. Et quand la bonne dame, sa mere, sut qu’il
eut recouvré la parole, elle en eut une si grande joie
qui plus ne se pouvoit, mais quand elle le vit croisé,
elle fut aussi transie que si elle l'eit vu mort
(1244).”121

Notwithstanding, however, the grief of the queen-
mother, who, in spite of her devotion to the holy
cause, feared lest the absence of the king might
prove disadvantageous to France, Louis IX., having
once taken the vow, was determined faithfully to
perform it. Moreover, he was encouraged by seeing
that his example alone had more influence than the
warmest exhortations of his preachers, for, as soon as
it was known that their revered sovereign had
assumed the cross, zeal revived among all classes,
faith regained its sway, and an impatience to set
forth on the crusade manifested itself on all sides.

But the king, sagacious and prudent in spite of his
ardour, and forewarned by the errors of his
predecessors, was unwilling to give the signal until
he had taken all proper precautions and made all
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necessary arrangements. Three years elapsed, during
which Louis IX. continued his preparations, and
collected provisions of every kind, which were
conveyed to Cyprus, the spot chosen for the general
rendezvous of the Crusaders; in the meantime, he
busied himself in preparing, in the interests of his
kingdom, for the events that might take place in his
absence. At length, having appointed his mother
regent, he embarked from the port of Aigues-Mortes
on the 15th of August, 1248, with his wife, his
brother, and his principal adherents. At Cyprus he
was joined in turn by all the nobles of France, with
their men-at-arms and their vassals. He passed the
winter in organizing the expedition, which was first
destined for Egypt; for, of all the Mahometan chiefs
who were at that time contending for the possession
of Palestine, the Sultan of Cairo, who had already
made himself master of Syria, was considered the
most powerful, and it was the opinion of the most
competent soldiers that the conquest of the Holy
Land must commence on the shores of the Nile.

Everything seemed to promise a happy result. A
considerable fleet, a numerous and well-disciplined
army, an abundant supply of provisions, arms, and
military stores, the supreme command concentrated
in one hand, and, above all, a real feeling of devotion
to the sacred cause—a feeling inspired by the
exhortations and the example of the king—such were
the elements from which the Seventh Crusade might
have hoped to attain success.

In the spring, eighteen hundred vessels sailed from
Cyprus, where they had been fitted out, and
conveyed the crusading army to Damietta. The king,
armed from head to foot, was one of the first to
spring ashore. Several of his knights and men-at-arms
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followed him, and, in the midst of a shower of darts,
dispersed the Saracens, with whom the shore was
covered, and drove them back in disorder into the
town (Fig. 107). The attack was so bold and so
unforeseen, that the infidels, struck with terror, no
longer believed themselves secure behind the walls
which thirty years before had sustained a siege of
eighteen months, and abandoned Damietta without
striking a blow in its defence.

The possession of this stronghold, situated on the
sea-coast at the mouth of the Nile, would have been
of but little importance to the Crusaders, but its
conquest had been so rapid and easy that they were
led by the intoxication of success to neglect the first
elements of prudence and discipline. Their entry into
the town was the signal for its pillage, in spite of the
orders and entreaties of the king, whose humane and
generous character was repugnant to this act of
barbarism.

The Christian host should have profited by the
enemy’s discomfiture, and immediately have
penetrated into the interior of the country, instead of
remaining, as it did, stationary for five months,
either on account of the periodic inundations of the
river, or in expectation of the reinforcements which
were due from Europe. This long delay, which
fostered idleness, dissipation, and insubordination,
was fatal to the expedition. When the king at last
gave the order to advance, he had under his orders
none but effeminate, enervated troops, without
obedience and without discipline; and the Saracens,
who had had plenty of time to forget their panic and
overcome their discouragement, found, in the
demoralization of their enemies, a still further
ground for comfort, and a fresh motive for
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confidence.

Fig. 107 —Dlsembarkatlon of the Crusaders at Damletta —Fac-
simile of a Woodcut in the “Grand Voyage de Hiérusalem,”
printed in Paris in 1522 by Francois Regnault, in the
Library of M. Ambr. Firmin-Didot.

Thenceforward the Christian cause proceeded
from bad to worse. After several engagements in
which they were worsted, after several battles, the
effect of which was merely to sacrifice life—
particularly after the battle of Mansourah, in which
Robert of Artois, the king’s brother, was killed, with
the flower of the nobility—the Crusaders found
themselves surrounded in their camp, a prey to a
pestilential epidemic produced by want, which daily
made considerable ravages in their ranks. French
valour, however, was not to be daunted, and over
and over again the soldiers, though exhausted by
fatigue and disease and dying of hunger, put forth
fresh efforts, and defeated the Saracens; at a cost to
themselves, however, that each victory made them
less able to endure. At last they were forced to
retreat on Damietta, where the Queen with some
reserve troops was awaiting them, and where they
hoped to reorganize themselves.
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After they had been three or four days on the
march, during which this weary host of sick and
wounded had been ceaselessly harassed by the
enemy, the king—who was seriously ill himself, but
who always rode and fought in the rear to protect
the remnant of his ost, whose safety, he said, he
valued far more than his own life—was forced to halt
in a village, which the Saracens surrounded and
attacked on all sides, while the bravest and most
devoted of Louis’s knights allowed themselves to be
cut to pieces to prevent their good sire from falling
into the hands of the infidels.

Louis was lying on the field in a dying condition,
quite incapable of giving any command, when some
traitor cried out in the midst of the fight, “Yield, sir
knights, yield all of you, the king orders it; do not
cause him to be slain.” The fight immediately ceased,
the knights threw down their arms and asked for
quarter. The Saracens pitilessly massacred not only
the sick, from whom they feared the effects of
contagion, but every Christian beneath the rank of
knight. The king was taken prisoner, together with
his two brothers (Fig. 108), his principal barons, and
the officers of his household. This occurred on the
6th of April, 1250.

History records the most touching incidents of the
captivity of the pious monarch. Never was Louis IX.
so noble, so heroic, as during these thirty days of
trial, of suffering, and of danger. Though a captive in
the hands of the unbelievers, subjected to the
grossest outrages, loaded with chains, and threatened
with death, he still displayed in the gentleness of his
disposition and the serenity of his soul the high
virtues of the Christian faith and the nobility
pertaining to his kingly dignity. The Saracens greatly
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admired this magnanimity in misfortune, and their
principal leader, the terrible Sultan of Damascus,
entered into negotiations with his august prisoner,
who was prepared to die rather than submit to some
of the demands of his conquerors. A million of
golden besants (about half a million of French livres)
for the ransom of the Franks, the restitution of
Damietta for that of their king, and ten years’ truce
between the Christians and the Mussulmans of Egypt
and of Syria, were the conditions that Louis was
obliged to accept. Joinville tells us that the emirs of
the sultan were content to accept, as their only
guarantee, the bare word of this Frankish prince, the
noblest Christian, they said, they had ever seen in
the East. Some of the Saracens, indeed, according to
the same chronicler, had conceived the intention of
offering the throne of Egypt to King Louis (Fig. 109),
so much respect and esteem had he inspired them
with.
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Fig. 108.—St. Louis and his two brothers, Alphonse, Count of
Poitiers, and Charles, Count of Anjou, made prisoners by
the Saracens.—Fac-simile of a Woodcut in the “Grand
Voyage de Hiérusalem,” printed in Paris by Francois
Regnault in 1522; folio. Library of M. Ambr. Firmin-Didot.

Louis having recovered his liberty, would not
return to France without having tried every means in
his power to alleviate the miseries of Palestine, or at
least to deliver the Christian prisoners whom the
infidels still detained. He went, with seven hundred
knights who still remained under his orders, to the
Holy Land, and then, rather by conciliation than by
force, and by the exercise of a marvellous sagacity,
he was enabled to a certain extent to re-establish the
prestige of the defenders of the cross. He devoted
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four years to this good work, and only consented to
return to France on hearing of the death of his
beloved mother. He re-entered Paris, after an
absence of six years (1254), with a wounded and
broken spirit, “because,” says the English chronicler,
Matthew Paris, “through him disorder had
overspread Christendom.”

Fig. 109.—The Messengers of the Sultan, having at their head a
little old man walking with crutches, come to discuss terms
of ransom with the Christian prisoners.—From a miniature
in the “Credo de Joinville,” Manuscript of the end of the
Thirteenth Century, formerly in the National Library of
Paris, but now in England.

Palestine in 1268 had fallen into the deepest
misery and desolation; the few towns and
strongholds which remained in the hands of the
Eastern Christians had been pillaged and sacked by
the Mamelukes, who at last took Antioch, where they
slew seventeen thousand of the inhabitants, and sold
a hundred thousand more into slavery (Fig. 110).
These dreadful tidings, which two centuries earlier
would have caused a general indignation in
Christendom, reached the West without creating
much excitement, in the midst of the political
troubles which were agitating most of the states of
Europe. But since his return to France, St. Louis had
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worn the cross, if not on his garments, at least in his
heart, and had always cherished the hope of realising
the dream of his youth. “The cries of the miserable
Eastern Christians,” says an old chronicle, “deprived
him of rest; and he felt within him a deep anguish of
soul and a passionate desire for martyrdom.”
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Fig. 110.—Plan of Antioch in the Trurteenth Century, with its
five gates—of St. Paul, of the Dog, of the Duke, of the
Bridge, and of St. George. To the right is Mount Oronte; in
the foreground is the sea.—From a Manuscript of the
Thirteenth Century, No. 4,939, in the National Library of
Paris.

Accordingly he convened a solemn parliament,
when he announced to his assembled nobles his
intention of undertaking a new crusade. At first
many were greatly surprised and afflicted, thinking,
writes the Sire de Joinville, “that those who had
counselled the undertaking had committed an evil
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deed and a mortal sin.” Some, indeed, of the king’s
most faithful servants openly refused to join his
crusade, not through fear, but from wisdom, and
with the intention perhaps of persuading him to
abandon his fatal project; but the majority of the
barons and feudal lords found it impossible to
gainsay the will of their sovereign, and the example
of the king was of still greater power than his orders.
His three sons, the Counts of Toulouse, of
Champagne, and of Flanders, took up the cross, as
well as his brother, Charles of Anjou, who had
recently been raised to the throne of Sicily, and
many other princes of the royal house of France.

The preparations for the crusade required three
years, during which St. Louis, in the hope of
persuading every Christian state to send its troops
against the infidels, did his best, but without success,
to put an end to the political quarrels that divided
kings from their subjects. He embarked, in 1270,
with his sons and his principal nobles, for Sardinia,
which had been fixed upon as the rendezvous of the
Crusaders. On his arrival there it was decided that
Tunis should be attacked first. A French chronicler
mentions that the king had been given to understand
that “Tunis afforded great assistance to the Sultan of
Cairo, which was very injurious to the Holy Land,
and the barons believed that if that root of evil, the
city of Tunis, were destroyed, it would be of much
advantage to Christendom.” Other chroniclers, on the
contrary, and amongst them Matthew Paris, give a
more plausible motive for the expedition, viz., that
the king had heard that the Moorish sovereign of
that part of the coast had shown a disposition to
embrace Christianity and join the western powers in
their attempt to conquer Egypt.
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of a Woodcut in the “Passaiges d’oultremer:” small folio,
Paris, 1518.

However that may have been, the crusading fleet
sailed for Tunis, carrying an army sadly tried by
sickness, and whose ardour had already strangely
begun to cool. The Moors permitted the Christians,
almost unopposed, to disembark and take possession
of Carthage (Fig. 111), which had dwindled down to
a mere village. Some of the Crusaders housed
themselves in the ruins of the ancient Carthaginian
city, the remainder bivouacked under the burning
sun of Africa, surrounded and harassed by the
infidels, whose light cavalry kept continuously
skirmishing around them. It was not long before the
plague broke out in the Christian army, whilst it was
still awaiting the arrival of the King of Sicily and his
troops, and Louis IX., already in feeble health, bowed
down by premature old age, and heartbroken in
consequence of the death of one of his sons, was
attacked by it.
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Fig. 112.—St. John of Capistran, Franciscan Monk, who
defended Belgrade against the Turks.—From a Painting by
Bartolommeo Vivarini, in the Louvre. Fifteenth Century.
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As soon as this culminating misfortune was known
in the camp there was unusual consternation and
despondency, for every one knew that the king was
the life and soul of the expedition. From his sickbed,
where he was undergoing the most cruel sufferings,
he still continued to issue his orders with that
composure and gentleness which were habitual to
him; but every hour increased his feebleness, every
moment brought him nearer to his end. As soon as
he perceived that his death was at hand, he
tranquilly dictated his last instructions to his son
Philip—instructions which have rightly been termed
celestial;,—then kneeling at the bedside he received
extreme unction, after which, stretching himself
upon a bed of ashes as a sign of repentance and
humility, his eyes turned beseechingly towards
heaven, and the words of the psalmist on his lips, “O
Lord, I will enter thy temple and glorify thy name,”
he quietly breathed his last (August 25th, 1270).
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Fig. 113.—Don Juan of Austria, holding a boarding-axe in
remembrance of the Battle of Lepanto.—From a painting
attributed to Alonso Sanchez Coello, Portuguese painter, in
the possession of M. Carderera, of Madrid. End of the
Sixteenth Century.

And with the last beat of this grand and noble
heart terminated the eighth crusade, the last on the
heroic list of these adventurous expeditions in which
the power and the influence of the Christian faith
had been so signally manifested. It had indeed
required all the personal influence of the revered
monarch to re-awaken the religious enthusiasm, to
quicken into life the zeal and faith of a state of
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society which had become more sceptical, if not
more corrupt, as it had become more civilised, and
which occupied itself less with the spiritual
consolations of the soul than with the material
pleasures of the body. Never again was the sceptre of
France to pass into such sainted hands, never again
was the martyr’s halo of glory to illuminate its
crown. It is true that more than once since the death
of St. Louis a call to the crusade has resounded from
the pontifical chair and from the dais of the council
hall, but it never found an echo in the heart of either
prince or peasant. Nevertheless on two subsequent
occasions have voices as persuasive as those of Peter
the Hermit and the Monk of Clairvaux attempted to
re-awaken popular enthusiasm. In the middle of the
fifteenth century, while Mahomet II., master of
Constantinople, was advancing full of confidence to
conquer the West, John Corvin, vayvode of
Transylvania, better known under the name of
Huniades, put himself at the head of the Crusaders
who had been assembled by the eloquent appeals of
St. John of Capistran (Fig. 112). Carried away with
the enthusiasm of this man of God, who, crucifix in
hand, was wont to penetrate the ranks in the hottest
part of an engagement, the Crusaders showed
themselves worthy of their heroic leader, Huniades.
At the close of a tremendous struggle, the Turks were
put to flight; Belgrade remained in the hands of the
Christians, and the haughty Mahomet II. was
wounded and hurried off the field by his followers.

Towards the close of the sixteenth century, the
King of Spain and the Italian princes concluded
arrangements with Pope Pius V. and the Venetians
for a crusade to defend Christian Europe against the
Turks. Don Juan of Austria (Fig. 113), who was
appointed commander-in-chief of the troops by Pius
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V., obtained, on the 7th of October, 1571, that
tremendous victory in which the Turks lost thirty
thousand men and two hundred and twenty-four
vessels, a loss that destroyed their naval supremacy
and saved Europe. But in the meantime the Holy
Land had again fallen beneath the yoke of the
infidel, and there was soon no trace left of those
principalities beyond the seas which the crusading
nobles had founded in the Archipelago and in Asia
Minor, and which for a brief, a very brief, space had
seemed so flourishing; there was soon, indeed, no
trace left of even the name of the ephemeral
kingdom of Jerusalem, for the creation of which the
nations of Europe had lavished, for nearly two
centuries, so much blood, so much wealth, and so
much heroism.

The effect of the Crusades was nevertheless a
complete revolution in the manners and customs of
the Western nations; the suppression of servitude, the
founding of the free towns, the alienation and the
division of the feudal lands, and the development of
the communal system, were the immediate
consequences of the tremendous emigration of men
who went forth to fight and die in Palestine. The
nobles ceased to wage their perpetual private
quarrels, knighthood assumed a regular and solemn
character, judiciary duels diminished, religious
orders multiplied, and charitable institutions were
established on every side. Men’s minds became more
enlightened and their manners softened under the
influence of the growing expansion of science, art,
and literature. Law, natural history, philosophy, and
mathematics came to them in direct descent from the
Greeks and the Arabians; a new literature, abounding
in poetic gems, sprang forth all at once from the
imagination of troubadours, minstrels, and
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minnesingers; art, the fine arts particularly,
architecture, painting, sculpture, and embroidery,
began to unfold their thousand wonders; industry
and commerce multiplied a hundredfold the public
wealth, which at one time had seemed nearly
swallowed up in ruinous expeditions; and the art of
war, as well as the art of navigation, made immense
strides in the direction of progress.

the “Histoire des Croisades” of Guillaume de Tyr,
Manuscript of the Thirteenth Century, in the Library of M.
Ambr. Firmin-Didot.
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CHIVALRY.

DUELS AND TOURNAMENTS.

Origin of Chivalry.—Its different Characteristics.
—Chivalric Gallantry.—Chivalry and
Nobility.—Its Relations with the Church.—
Education of the Children of the Nobility.—
Squires.—Chivalric Exercises.—Pursuivants at
Arms.—Courts and Tribunals of Love.—
Creation of Knights.—Degradation of Knights.
—Judicial Duels.—Trials by Ordeal.—Feudal
Champions.—Gages of Battle.—The Church
forbids Duels.—Tournaments invented by the
Sire de Preuilly in the Tenth Century.—Arms
need in a Tournament.—Tilt.—Lists.—The
part taken by Ladies.—King René’s Book.

The word Chivalry, according to M. Philarete
Chasles, whose ingenious opinions we often borrow,
expresses a mixture of manners, of ideas, and of
customs peculiar to the Middle Ages of Europe, and
to which no analogy is to be traced in the annals of
the human race.
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Fig. 115.—King Artus, protected by the Virgin, is fighting a
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Giant.—Fac-simile of a Woodcut in the “Chroniques de
Bretagne,” of Alain Bouchard; 4to, Paris, Galliot du Pré,
1514.

The Eddas, Tacitus, and the Dano-Anglo-Saxon
poems of Béowulf contain the only positive
documents concerning the origin of chivalry. It
reached its apogee rapidly after its birth, and
gradually declined towards the close of the
thirteenth century. At that period ladies took a very
prominent position; they armed the knights,
conferred the order of knighthood, and bestowed the
prizes of honour. It was under the influence of the
ideas peculiar to this epoch that Dante wrote his
great poem, “for the sole purpose,” he said, “of
glorifying Beatrice Portinari,” a child of eleven years
of age whom he had accidentally seen in a church. It
was at this time that the Suabian knights, invaded by
the barbarous Hungarians, who were in the habit of
slaying their enemies with their enormous bows and
arrows, implored them, “in the name of the ladies,”
to take sword in hand, in order to fight in “a more
civilised manner.” But chivalry soon began to
decline, both as an institution and as a doctrine.
Froissart  characterizes and  describes  with
picturesque liveliness this tendency to decay, which,
as time advanced, gradually resulted in a complete
transformation, so that the chivalric ideal became
lost, and the independence of the soldier, once the
slave only of his God and of his lady, gave way to the
obsequiousness of the courtier, and finally became a
selfish and pitiful servility.

At these different epochs of organic
transformation, chivalry was constantly modifying
itself according to each nation’s particular tendency.
In Thuringia and Saxony, in Ireland and in Norway,
it resisted longer than elsewhere the growing
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influence of Christianity. It exhibits its semi-
paganism in certain passages of the “Niebelungen,” a
German epic poem of the thirteenth century, in
which the rude impress of ancient Teutonism is still
clear and distinct. Between the seventh and the
eleventh centuries the traces of this rudeness of
origin still strongly showed themselves among the
Franks, whose bravery consisted in spilling their
blood, in fearing nothing, and in sparing nobody.
This thirst for blood was unknown in the south of
Europe; there men’s dispositions were amiable and
gentle, and as far back as the eleventh century
chivalric gallantry was regulated by fixed laws, and
gave birth to a learned and refined school of poetry.
From Provence this spirit of gallantry and poetry
made its way into Italy and Sicily, where the
barbarous Teutonic knights had been so frequently
turned into ridicule. Little by little, however, German
chivalry was affected by these southern influences.
The minnesingers softened to the best of their ability
the Teutonic language to permit of its repeating the
softer songs of the Provencal muse, and the light but
lively imaginations of the troubadours assumed a
gentle melancholy and often a metaphysical grace in
their German verses. In Great Britain, where the
actual has always overshadowed the ideal, chivalry
remained cold, feudal, and aristocratic, whilst it was
passionately worshipped by the Spaniards, those
noble and knightly descendants of the Goths and
Iberians, whose struggle with the Arabs was one long
tournament that lasted for more than seven centuries
(Fig. 116). In religious countries chivalry assumed
monastic characteristics; among nations of a gay and
lively disposition it verged on the voluptuous and
licentious. Alphonso X., King of Leon and Castile,
forced his subjects to submit to monkish regulations,
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and prescribed the shape of their clothes as well as
the manner in which they were to spend their time.
In Provence, chivalry regarded unlawful love with an
indulgent eye, and made a jest of marriage.

Chivalry was in fact a fraternal association, or
rather an enthusiastic compact between men of
feeling and courage, of delicacy and devotion; such
at least was the noble aim it had in view, and which
it constantly strove to attain (Fig. 117).
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Catholic. Upon the hilt is the
following inscription, partly in Spanish and partly in Latin:
—“I am always desiring honour; now I am watching, peace
be with me” (“Deseo sienpre onera; nunc caveo, pax con
migo”).—From the “Armeria Real of Madrid,” a publication
of M. Ach. Jubinal’s.
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However praiseworthy its motives and intentions,
chivalry was not favourably regarded by everybody.
In its feudal aspect it was displeasing to sovereigns,
who constantly endeavoured to create beside it, and
sometimes above it, a nobility of the sword, an
individual and personal rank that could not be
handed down from father to son (Fig. 118). Thus
Philippe le Bel, being in want of soldiers after the
Flemings had destroyed his chivalry—that is to say,
his nobility—attempted immediately to replace it by
ordering that the elder of two sons of a villain, and
the two elder of three sons, should be admitted into
the order of knighthood. In this way Frederick
Barbarossa knighted peasants who had displayed
personal bravery on the field of battle.
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Fig. 117.—Chivalry represented by Allegorical Figures.:F;c-
simile of a Copper-plate in the Spanish translation of the
“Chevalier délibéré” of Olivier de la Marche: 4to,
Salamanca, 1573.
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Fig. 118.—Conferring Knighthood on the Field of Battle.—
Romance of “Lancelot du Lac,” a Manuscript in the
National Library of Paris (Thirteenth Century).

As for the Church, it contented itself with warning
the knights against too bellicose a spirit, and with
imbuing them as far as possible with the sentiments
of Christian charity; in fact, knights were frequently
considered to be a species of Levite. “There was,”
says the “Ordéne de Chevalerie’l0 <“a great
resemblance between the duties of a knight and
those of a priest.” Thence the reason that the priest
was “the hero of the faith,” and the knight “the
pontiff of true honour.” Thence the name of ordéne,
or ordination, given to the investiture of knighthood.
In the sixteenth century, the Spanish knight Don
Ignatio de Loyola, who became so famous as the
founder of the Order of the Jesuits, made himself a
knight of the Virgin, and solemnised his entrance
into God’s service, according to ancient custom, by
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keeping the veillée des armesllll before the sacred
image of the mother of Christ.

The Church, although it seeks to maintain peace
and has a horror of bloodshed, has never forbidden
legitimate wars, and thus good King St. Louis never
shrank on the field of battle from driving his sword
up to the very hilt into his enemy’s heart. And the
Church, whilst approving of the noble character as
well as of the enthusiasm of chivalry, always
endeavoured to restrain its more romantic and
warlike tendencies. Its pacific and charitable spirit is
expressed in the solemn blessing on the sword of a
knight, which we take from the “pontifical:"—“Most
holy Lord,” said the officiating prelate, “omnipotent
Father, eternal God, who alone ordainest and
disposest all things; who, to restrain the malice of the
wicked and to protect justice, hast, by a wise
arrangement, permitted the use of the sword to men
upon this earth, and willed the institution of the
military order for the protection of thy people; O
thou who, by the mouth of the thrice-blessed John,
didst tell the soldiers who came to seek him in the
desert to oppress no one, but to rest content with
their wages,—we humbly implore thy mercy, Lord. It
is thou who gavest to thy servant David to overcome
Goliath, and to Judas Maccabeus to triumph over the
nations who did not worship thee; in like manner
now to this thy servant here, who has come to bend
his head beneath the military yoke, grant strength
and courage for the defence of the faith and justice;
grant him an increase of faith, hope, and charity;
inspire him with thy fear and love; give him
humility, perseverance, obedience, and patience;
make his disposition in everything such that he may
wound no person unjustly either with this sword or
with any other, but that he may use it to defend all
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that is just and all that is right.”

The bishop gave the naked sword to the new
knight, saying, “Receive this blade in the name of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and use it
for your own defence and for that of God’s Holy
Church, and for the confusion of the enemies of the
cross of Christ and of the Christian faith; and as far
as human frailty permits it, wound no one unjustly
with it.” The new-made knight then rose, brandished
the sword, wiped it on his left arm, and replaced it in
its scabbard. The prelate then gave him the kiss of
peace, saying, “Peace be with thee.” Then with the
naked sword in his right hand, he struck the knight
gently thrice across the shoulders, saying, “Be thou a
peaceable, brave, and faithful warrior.” After which
the other knights present put on his spurs (Fig. 119),
whilst the bishop said, “Valiant warrior, thou who
surpassest in beauty the children of men, gird thyself
with thy sword upon thy thigh.”

the prince girds the sword to his side.—From a Manuscript
of the Thirteenth Century in the British Museum.

The son of a noble, or even of a commoner,
intended for the ranks of knighthood, was at the age
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of seven taken away from the care of the women;
who, however, never allowed him to reach that age
without instilling into him such sentiments of right
and valour as should govern his conduct during the
rest of his life. He was then entrusted to the men, of
whom he became not only the pupil, but the servitor;
for, says the “Ordéne de Chevalerie,” “it is proper
that he should learn to obey before he governs; for
otherwise he would not appreciate the nobility of his
rank when he became a knight.” Moreover, the
chivalric code, which distrusted the prejudices and
weaknesses of paternal affection, required “every
knight to place his son in the service of some other
knight.” These youthful novices, particularly if they
belonged to a noble and honourable family, always
found plenty of princely courts, seignorial
households, manors, and castles to receive them,
which were, so to speak, the public schools of
chivalry. There existed, besides, hospitals founded
and maintained by wealthy and generous nobles, in
the same manner as are the colleges of the University
of Paris; and these hospitals were governed by old
knights without family or fortune, who considered it
no shame to accept, not a salary in money, but a
retiring pension in the shape of a house with board,
in which to hold a kind of school of chivalry for the
benefit of the youths, who promised at some future
time to prove a credit to the institution.

These youths were termed pages, varlets, and
damoiseaux, and they performed under their masters
and mistresses the most humble and the most
domestic functions: they followed them in their
travels and to the chase; they formed part of their
suites on occasions of ceremony; they wrote their
letters and carried their messages; they waited on
them at meals, carved their dishes, and poured out
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their drinks.

In the eyes even of those nobles who were most
jealous of their birth and of their name, this
temporary and casual servitude had nothing in it
either of a humiliating or degrading character, and
its only effect was to knit still closer the ties of
respect, obedience, and sympathy which bound the
youth to his adopted parents, the aspirant for
knighthood to his master and teacher. The latter by
no means neglected the moral and religious
education of the neophyte; the first lessons which
were given him taught him not only to love God, but
to respect women.

As soon as the young page had acquired sufficient
experience and discernment to direct his own
movements in the intricacies of chivalric life, he was
bidden to choose an ideal sovereign from among the
noble and beautiful ladies of the aristocratic world
that he frequented, a sort of terrestrial divinity
whom he was to swear to serve, and to whom he was
henceforth to recount all his thoughts and actions,
treating her at the same time with all the delicacy
and devotion which the example of those around him
had shown him to be her due.

He was taught, above all, to revere the august
character of chivalry, and to respect, in the persons
of the knights who composed this institution, the
dignity to which he himself aspired. It was thus that,
led by the instinct of imitation peculiar to the young,
the pages habitually played at doing everything they
saw done by the knights. They practised wielding the
lance and the sword; they played at combats, attacks,
and duels between themselves. Excited by emulation,
they coveted the honour of being considered brave,
hoping if they attained their wish, that it would lead
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to their being attached to the service of some person
of mark, or to their being promoted to the rank of
esquire.

When the young men abandoned the position of
pages in order to be made esquires, an event that
never took place before their fourteenth year, their
change of social condition was celebrated by a
religious ceremony, which the Church appointed for
the purpose of consecrating their knightly vocation,
and of hallowing the use of the arms they were
henceforward destined to carry. Standing at the altar
and surrounded by his nearest relations, the youthful
novice received the consecrated sword from the
hands of the priest, promising always to wield it in
the interests of religion and honour. A higher
position in the household of his lord or lady was then
assigned to the new esquire. He was admitted to
their private gatherings, he took part in all
assemblies and state ceremonies, and it was now his
duty to superintend the reception, that is to say, to
regulate the laws of etiquette relating to the foreign
nobles who visited his master’s court.
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tilting at a quintain
(revolving effigy of a knight).—Fac-simile of a Miniature in
the “Chroniques de Charlemagne” (Fifteenth Century).
Burgundian Library, Brussels.

A passage from the history of Boucicaut, a marshal
of France in the reign of Charles VI., will give an
idea of the laborious and arduous existence of the
young esquire who aspired to become a worthy
knight: “Now cased in armour, he would practise
leaping on to the back of a horse; anon, to accustom
himself to become long-winded and enduring, he
would walk and run long distances on foot, or he
would practise striking numerous and forcible blows
with a battle-axe or mallet. In order to accustom
himself to the weight of his armour, he would turn
somersaults whilst clad in a complete suit of mail,
with the exception of his helmet, or would dance
vigorously in a shirt of steel; he would place one
hand on the saddle-bow of a tall charger, and the
other on his neck, and vault over him.... He would
climb up between two perpendicular walls that stood
four or five feet asunder by the mere pressure of his
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arms and legs, and would thus reach the top, even if
it were as high as a tower, without resting either in
the ascent or descent.... When he was at home, he
would practise with the other young esquires at
lance-throwing and other warlike exercises, and this
continually.”

Besides all this, it was necessary for an esquire
who wished to fulfil his duties properly to possess a
number of physical qualities, great versatility of
talent and capability, and a zeal that never flagged.
At court, as in the larger seignorial households, there
were various classes or categories of esquires who
performed totally distinct duties, which in less
important households were all entrusted to the same
individual. The first in importance was the body
esquire, or the esquire of honour; then the chamber
esquire, or chamberlain; the carving esquire, the
stable esquire, the cup-bearing esquire, &c., all
separate personages, whose names sufficiently
indicate their duties.

It is scarcely necessary to remark that esquires,
besides the domestic services expected from them
within their master’s house, had especially to give
proofs of their vigilance and skill in the duties of the
stable—duties which, as an historian aptly observes,
were of necessity noble, since the military
aristocracy never fought but on horseback. It was the
duty of all first esquires to break in their master’s
chargers, and to teach the younger esquires the
routine of the stable. The duty of attending to the
arms and armour devolved upon another class of
esquires. We may add that, as each seignorial castle
was also a species of fortress, most of the esquires, in
addition to their other tasks, were required to
perform certain military duties analogous to those
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practised in a regular stronghold, such as rounds,
sentry duty, watches, &c. (Fig. 121).

When their lord mounted his horse, his esquires
shared amongst them the honour of assisting him;
some held his stirrup, others carried various parts of
his armour, such as the armlets, the helmet, the
shield, the gauntlets, &c. When a knight was merely
going for a ride or on a journey, he usually bestrode
a sober kind of hack that was called a palfrey, but
when he was going to take the field, one of his
esquires led at his right hand (whence the name of
destrier given to this sort of steed) a charger or high
horse, which the knight only mounted at the last
moment. Hence the expression, “to ride the high
horse,” which has become proverbial.
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Fig. 121.—German Knight, engraved by Burgmayer from
designs by Albert Diirer, taken from a collection entitled
“Vita Imperatoris Maximiliani” (Fifteenth Century).
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As soon as the knight had decided to mount his
charger, his squires proceeded to arm him, that is to
say, they firmly fastened together all the different
pieces of his armour on his body with straps attached
to metal buckles for the purpose; and it may be well
conceived that no slight care was required to
properly adjust such a cumbrous and complicated
steel or iron casing; an esquire’s neglect, indeed,
frequently caused his master’s death.

When a single combat took place, the esquires,
drawn up behind their lord, remained for a few
moments inactive spectators of the struggle, but as
soon as it had once fairly begun their share in the
affray commenced. @ Watching the slightest
movement, the smallest signals of their master, they
stood ready to assist him in an indirect but
efficacious manner if he attained any advantage,
without actually becoming aggressors themselves, in
order to assure his victory; if the knight were hurled
from his steed, they helped him to remount, they
brought him a fresh horse, they warded off the blows
that were aimed at him; if he were wounded and
placed hors de combat, they did their utmost, at the
risk of their own life, to carry him off before he was
slain outright. Again, it was to his esquires that a
successful knight confided the care of the prisoners
he had taken on the battle-field. In fine, the esquires,
short of actually fighting themselves, a thing
forbidden by the code of chivalry, were expected to
display the greatest zeal, the greatest skill, and the
greatest courage, and consequently had it very
materially in their power to contribute to their
master’s success.

A long novitiate and the consciousness of an
aptitude for a military career were not always,
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however, sufficient to enable an esquire to obtain the
rank of knight. He was frequently obliged, in the
intermediate rank of pursuivant-at-arms, to travel
through  foreign countries, either as the
acknowledged envoy of some prince or noble, or
merely in the character of an ordinary traveller, and
be present at chivalric games and tournaments,
without actually taking part in them himself; he thus
acquired, by constant intercourse with distinguished
soldiers and high-born ladies, a thorough technical
knowledge of the military calling, and an intimate
acquaintance with all the elegant refinements of
courtesy.

In this way pursuivants-at-arms went about
everywhere, one day being ceremoniously received
at the court of a powerful noble, the next being
simply entertained in the lowly manor of a poor
gentleman; acting, wherever they might be,
honourably both in word and in deed, observing
scrupulously the precepts both of honour and virtue,
showing themselves to be noble, brave, and devoted,
and seeking every opportunity of proving themselves
worthy of ranking with the noble knights whose
deeds and whose names were the theme of constant
and universal praise.

Chance alone was not allowed to direct their
wandering and adventurous steps, they eagerly
sought the most renowned princely and seignorial
courts, at which they were certain to meet with
chivalry’s loftiest traditions; they thought themselves
fortunate indeed when they were able to make their
obeisance to some hero famous for his deeds in arms,
or to elicit a smile from some lady celebrated for her
beauty and her worth.
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Fig. 122.—The Count of Artois, who has come from Arras to
take part in the tournament at Boulogne, presents himself
at the Castle of the Count of Boulogne, and is received by
the Countess and her daughter.—Fac-simile of a Miniature
in the “Livre du trés-chevalereux Comte d’Artois et de sa
Femme,” Barrois Manuscript (Fifteenth Century).
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Fig. 123.—Knight setting out for the War.

ladies were the first duties
youthful aspirant,

—“1l prist le dur
congié de sa bonne et belle femme, en si grans pleurs et
gemissemens qu’elle demoura toute pasmée” (“He said
farewell to his good and beautiful wife with such tears and
groans that she was ready to swoon”).—Fac-simile of a
Miniature in the “Livre du trés-chevalereux Comte d’Artois
et de sa Femme,” Barrois Manuscript (Fifteenth Century).

And while the most perfect respect and courtesy to
instilled into each
it must be owned that the

education received by the former was one calculated

to

make them in every way worthy of such homage.

To fit ladies for the queenly part they were destined
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to play in the world of chivalry, they were taught
from their childhood to practise every virtue, to
cherish every noble feeling, and generally to emulate
the dignity demanded by the social privileges of their
rank. They were profuse in their acts of kindness and
civility to the knights, whether friends or strangers,
who entered the gates of their castles (Figs. 122 and
123); on a knight’s return from tournament or battle,
they unbuckled his armour with their own hands,
they prepared perfumes and spotless linen for his
wear, they clothed him in gala dress, in mantle and
scarf that they had themselves embroidered, they
prepared his bath, and waited on him at table.
Destined to become the wives of these same knights
who frequented their homes, they did their utmost to
bring themselves under their notice by their modest
demeanour, and to make themselves beloved by the
courtesy and the attentions which they lavished upon
them. It was theirs to respond, with admiration and
tenderness, to the boldness and to the bravery of the
knights, who sought glory only to lay it at their
mistresses’ feet, and who asked for nothing better
than to be subject to the gentle sway of beauty,
grace, and virtue.

It was thus, for instance, that in Provence, from
the eleventh to the fourteenth century, the most
powerful nobles humbly obeyed, in everything that
concerned the heart, the decrees issued by the courts
or tribunals of love, a kind of feminine areopagus
which was held with great ceremony on certain days,
and at which the ladies most distinguished by birth,
beauty, intelligence, and knowledge, met to
deliberate, publicly or with closed doors, with proper
gravity and solemnity, on delicate questions of
gallantry, which in those days were considered
highly important. These courts of love, which appear
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to have been regular and permanent institutions in
the twelfth century, had a special code, in
accordance with which the sentences pronounced
were more or less rigorously in conformity; but this
code has not been handed down to our day, and we
only possess its outline conveyed in the
commentaries of the legal writers of the fifteenth
century. Causes in these courts were sometimes
decided on written evidence, sometimes the parties
themselves were allowed to appear in person. Among
the celebrated women who at different epochs and in
different places presided over these romantic assizes,
may be cited the beautiful Eleanor of Aquitaine,
Queen of France, and afterwards of England; Sibyl of
Anjou, who married Thierry, Count of Flanders; the
Countess of Die, surnamed the Sappho of France; and
the famous Laura or Lauretta of Sade, whom
Petrarch, who chose her for the lady of his love, has
immortalised in his verse.

But to return to the esquire, who was left
undergoing his laborious novitiate. When he had at
last performed all its numerous requirements, the
investiture of knighthood was conferred upon him, a
symbolical ceremony, as indeed were all that went to
make up a chivalric ordination, but one of a more
serious and solemn character than the rest.

We have already said that this word ordination
(ordéne) implies that the arming of a knight was a
kind of sacred ceremony. A very curious poem
entitled “L’Ordéne de Chevalerie” is still in existence.
Its author, Hugues de Tabarie or de Tibériade,
undertook the task of explaining all the forms of the
investiture. In order to make his explanations more
intelligible, Hugues de Tibériade supposes himself
before an aspirant entirely ignorant of all the usages
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of chivalry: he pretends that the Sultan Saladin,
whose prisoner he is, has forced him to confer upon
him the order of knighthood. The first thing Hugues
does is to order him to comb his hair and beard, and
to carefully wash his face:—

TEXT.

Caviaus et barbe, et li viaire

Li fist appareiller moult bel;
Ch’est droit a chevalier nouvel.
Puis le fist en un baing entrer.
Lors li commenche a demander
Le soudan, que che senifie.

TRANSLATION.

His hair, his beard, and his face
He made him carefully arrange;
It is the duty of a new knight.
Then he made him enter a bath.
Then the sultan began to ask
What all this signified.

“Sire,” answers Hugues, “like the babe that leaves
the font cleansed from original sin,—
“Sire, tout ensement devez
Issir, sanz nule vilounie
De ce baing, car chevalerie
Si doit baingnier en honesté,

En courtoisie et en bonté
Et fere amer a toutes gens.”

“Sire, it is thus that you must
Emerge without any stain
From this bath; for knighthood
Must be clothed with honesty,
With courtesy, and with goodness,
And make itself beloved by all.”

“By the great God,” says Saladin, “this is a
wonderful beginning!” “Now,” answers Hugues,
“leave the bath and recline on this great bed. It is an
emblem of the one you will obtain in paradise, the
bed of rest that God grants to his followers, the brave
knights.” Shortly after, whilst dressing him from
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head to foot, he says: “The snow-white linen shirt
with which I am clothing you, and which touches
your skin, is to teach you that you must keep your
flesh from every stain if you wish to reach heaven.
This crimson robe indicates—

“Que votre sanc devez épandre
Pour Dieu servir et hounorer;
Et pour défendre Sainte Eglise;
Car tout chou doit chevalier faire,
S’il veust a Dieu de noient plaire;
Ch’est entendu par le vermeil.

“That you must pour out your blood
To serve and honour God;
And to defend the holy Church;
For all this must a knight do
If he wishes entirely to please God;
Such is the meaning of the crimson.

“These trunk-hose of brown silk by their sombre
hue are meant to remind you of—

(TEXT.)

“La mort, et la terre ol gisrez,
Dont venistes, et ol irez.
A chou doivent garder votre ceil;
Si n’enkerret pas en orguel,
Car orgueus ne doit pas régner
En chevalier, ni demorer.
A simpleche doit toujours tendre.

(TRANSLATION.)

“Death, and the earth where you will rest,
Whence you came and whither you will return;
This is what you must keep before your eyes;
Thus you will not fall into pride,

For pride should never govern
A knight nor reign within him.
Humility should always be his aim.

“This white girdle which I place around your loins
is to teach you to keep your body pure and to avoid

luxury. These two golden spurs are to urge on your
horse; imitate its ardour and its docility, and as it
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obeys you, so be you obedient to the Lord. Now I
fasten your sword to your side; strike your enemies
with its double edge, prevent the poor from being
crushed by the rich, the weak from being oppressed
by the strong. I put upon your head a pure white coif
to indicate that your soul similarly should be
stainless.”

Every pursuivant was perfectly well acquainted
with the meaning of the ordination of knighthood.
The vigil of arms, the strict fasts, the three nights
spent in prayer in a lonely chapel, the white
garments of the neophyte, the consecration of his
sword in front of the altar, were sufficient to prove to
the novice the gravity of the engagement he was
contracting under the auspices of religion. At last a
day was fixed for the great ceremony, and the
neophyte—after hearing mass on his bended knees,
and with his sword, which he had not yet acquired
the right to gird to his side, suspended from his neck
—received from the hands of some noble or of some
noble lady his spurs, his helmet, his cuirass, his
gauntlets, and his sword. The ceremony was
completed by the colée; that is to say, the investing
knight, before presenting him with the sword, struck
him across the shoulder with its flat side, and then
gave him the accolade as a sign of brotherly
adoption. His shield, his lance, and his charger, were
then brought to the new-made knight, and he was
thenceforward at liberty to commence the career of
glory, of devotion, and of combat, to which for so
many years he had aspired.
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Fig. 124.—ra ation f_ait.—Fragment of a Woodcut
attributed to Jost Amman, bearing the date 1565 and the
monogram A. J. (Collection of M. Guénebault of Paris).

The Christian symbolism, which had accompanied
the first steps of the novice, followed and surrounded
him in some way or other during the whole

of his knightly career. Indeed, it took part in his
punishment and degradation if he broke his plighted
faith or if he forfeited his honour. Exposed on a
scaffold in nothing but his shirt, he was stripped of
his armour, which was broken to pieces before his
eyes and thrown at his feet, while his spurs were
thrown upon a dunghill. His shield was fastened to
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the croup of a cart-horse and dragged through the
dust, and his charger’s tail was cut off. A herald-at-
arms asked thrice, “Who is there?” Three times an
answer was given naming the knight about to be
degraded, and three times the herald rejoined, “No,
it is not so; I see no knight here, I see only a coward
who has been false to his plighted faith.” Carried
thence to the church on a litter like a dead body, the
culprit was forced to listen while the burial service
was read over him, for he had lost his honour, and
was now only looked upon as a corpse (Fig. 124).

Although the Church was the protectress of
chivalry, and even invested it with an almost sacred
dignity, she always refused to extend her protection
to tournaments, tilts, and assaults of arms, brilliant,
but often dangerous manifestations of the chivalric
spirit, and particularly to judicial duels, which were
of German origin, and which dated from a period
long prior to the institution of Christian chivalry.
When the Church found itself obliged to show
indulgence to these ancient traditions, which custom
had interwoven with the habits of the Middle Ages,
she did so in as reserved a manner as possible. She
was always indignantly protesting against the
barbarous custom which compelled or allowed
women, children, churches, and convents, to choose
from among the knights a special champion
(campeador) who should be always ready to sustain
against all the patron’s cause. The Church, while
approving the generous protection which chivalry
extended to the weak and to the oppressed, always
endeavoured to destroy the savage doctrine of
paganism which confounded might with right; but it
was in vain that she opposed all her influence and
authority to the custom of duelling; she was obliged
to restrict herself to lessening the evil effects of the
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opinions that generally prevailed, without hoping to
destroy the opinions themselves.

The point of honour had no existence in the breasts
of the warriors of antiquity. They sacrificed
themselves to their country and to the
commonwealth, and they loved glory—a sentiment
which with them was collective and not individual,
for with them society, as a whole, was everything, its
unit, nothing. The modern duel, whether it be
considered a brutal and speedy method of settling
private quarrels, or a proper act of submission to the
divine will which cannot fail to crown right with
success, springs from the strong individuality of
barbarism, and from the personal tendency of savage
dignity and independence.

Fig. 125.—Fight between Raymbault de Morueil and Guyon de
Losenne. The Abbot of St. Denis at the feet of the
Archbishop of Paris, taking oath that his cause, defended by
Raymbault, is a just one.—Fac-simile of a Miniature in the
“Romance of Charles Martel,” enlarged by David Aubert.
Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century, in the Burgundian
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Library, Brussels.

This strange confusion of ideas relative to victory
and innocence, to might and right, first gave rise to
trial by ordeal, or the judgment of God, which included
ordeal by fire, by boiling water, by the cross, and by
the sword, to which women, and even princesses,
were subjected. Mankind, in the simplicity of its
belief, appealed to God, the sovereign judge, and
implored Him to grant strength and victory to the
just cause. Trial by ordeal fell into discredit about the
time of Charlemagne, and was superseded, towards
the latter half of the twelfth century, by the judicial
duel. The institution of chivalry favoured this hasty
method of decision, which was in accordance with
the manners and ideas of the period. Questions
which otherwise would have been difficult to solve
were thus abruptly settled, and from these bloody
decisions there was no appeal. In some countries,
indeed, the judge who had decided between two
antagonists had himself to submit to the judgment of
God, as represented by the judicial duel, and was
forced to come down from his judgment-seat and
contend in arms against the criminal he had just
condemned. On the other hand, however, it must be
said that the judge, in his turn, possessed the
privilege of challenging a prisoner who refused to
bow to his decision.
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Fig. 126.—Due ng the Honour of Ladies.—Fac
of a Miniature in the “Histoire de Gérard de Nevers,” a
Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century, in the National Library
of Paris.

If the principle of this rough combatant justice be
once admitted, it must be acknowledged that a spirit
of wisdom dictated every possible precaution to
render its inconveniences as few as possible. The
duel, in fact, only took place when a crime
punishable by death had been committed, and then
only when there were no witnesses to the crime, but
merely grave suspicions against the supposed
criminal. All persons less than twenty-one or more
than sixty years of age, priests (Fig. 125), invalids,
and women (Fig. 126), were dispensed from taking
part in these combats, and were allowed to be
represented by champions. If the two parties to a
dispute were of a different rank in life, certain
regulations were drawn up in favour of the plaintiff.
A knight who challenged a serf was forced to fight
with a serf’'s weapons, that is to say, with a shield
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and a staff, and to wear a leathern jerkin; if, on the
contrary, the challenge came from the serf, the
knight was allowed to fight as a knight, that is to
say, on horseback and in armour. It was customary
for the two parties to a judicial duel to appear before
their count or lord; after reciting his wrongs, the
plaintiff threw down his gage—generally a glove or
gauntlet—which his adversary then exchanged for
his own as a sign that he accepted the challenge.
Both were then led to the seignorial prison, where
they were detained till the day fixed for the combat,
unless they could obtain substantial sureties who
would make themselves responsible for their safe
custody, and bind themselves, in case their bailee
failed to appear at the appointed time, to undergo
the penalties attached to the committal of the act
that had necessitated the appeal to arms. This was
termed the vice prison.
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Fig. 127.—“How the plaintiff and the defendant take the final
oath before the judge.”—Fac-simile of a Miniature in
“Cérémonies des Gages de Bataille,” a Manuscript of the
Fifteenth Century in the National Library of Paris.

On the day fixed for the combat, the two
adversaries, accompanied by their seconds and by a
priest, appeared in the lists mounted and armed at
all points, their weapons in their hands, their swords
and daggers girded on. They knelt down opposite to
one another with their hands clasped, each in his
turn solemnly swearing upon the cross and upon
Holy Writ (Fig. 127) that he alone was in the right,
and that his antagonist was false and disloyal; and he
added, moreover, that he carried no charm or
talisman about his person. A herald-at-arms then
gave public notice at each of the four corners of the
lists to the spectators of the combat to remain
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perfectly passive, to make no movement, and to utter
no cry that could either encourage or annoy the
combatants, under pain of losing a limb, or even life
itself. The seconds then withdrew, and the camp-
marshal, after seeing that both antagonists were
fairly placed, and had their proper share of the wind
and the sun, called out three times, “Laissez-les aller!”
and the fight began (Fig. 128).
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Fig. 128.—“How both parties are out of their tents, armed and
ready to do their duty at the signal from the marshal, who
has thrown the glove.”—From a Miniature in the
“Cérémonies des Gages de Bataille,” a Manuscript of the
Fifteenth Century, in the National Library of Paris.

The judicial duel never commenced before noon,
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and was only allowed to last till the stars appeared in
the sky. If the defendant held out till then he was
considered to have gained his cause. The knight who
was beaten, whether killed or merely wounded, was
dragged off the ground by his feet, the fastenings of
his cuirass were cut, his armour was thrown piece by
piece into the lists, and his steed and his weapons
were divided between the marshal and the judges of
the duel. Indeed sometimes, as, for instance, in
Normandy and in Scandinavia, according to ancient
usage, the vanquished champion was hung or burnt
alive, according to the nature of the crime; while if
he had fought as the champion of another person,
that person was usually put to death with him.

The Church, although she allowed a priest to be
present in the lists, never even granted a tacit
approval to these judicial duels; she excommunicated
the successful duellist, and refused the rites of burial
to his victim; nor was she alone in condemning this
barbarous custom; the lay authorities did all in their
power, but without very much success, to restrict the
number of these sanguinary appeals. St. Louis, in a
celebrated decree of 1260, substituted trial by
evidence in place of the judicial duel, but he found
himself only able to enforce this reform within the
area of his own dominions, and imperfectly even
there, for long after his reign it is on record that the
Parliament of Paris ordered certain criminal cases to
be decided by personal combat.

When at last, in the fifteenth century, the custom
of the judicial duel fell into disuse, the nobility still
retained and practised single combat (Fig. 129). A
personal affront, often an extremely slight one, a
quarrel, a slight to be avenged, were enough to bring
two rivals or two enemies to blows. This combative
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custom, which made a man’s strength and personal
skill the guardians of his honour, was sustained and
encouraged by the spirit of chivalry and by that of
German feudalism. Sometimes, however, the practice
was considered justifiable on other grounds. History,
for instance, has honourably recorded the “Battle of
the Thirty,” which took place in 1351, between
thirty knights of Brittany, under the Sire de
Beaumanoir, and thirty English knights; and another
equally bloody struggle of the same kind between
Bayard and ten other French knights, and eleven
Spaniards, before the walls of Tranni. The national
honour alone was the motive of these two celebrated
duels; but they were only the exceptions to the rule.
It almost seems as if the nobility, in their efforts to
cling to the shadow and the memory of the rapidly-
expiring traditions of chivalry, became more
inveterate in their adherence to the cruel system of
duelling. In the sixteenth century, under the last
monarchs of the house of Valois, the Place Royale
and the Pré aux Clercs were often watered with the
blood of the best families of France. In vain did
Henry IV. and Louis XIII. issue the most stringent
edicts against this barbarous custom; in vain did the
decree, called the decree of Blois, render nugatory all
letters of pardon granted to duellists, “even if they
were signed by the king himself.” In spite of
everything, the nobles, upon whose privileges the
monarchy daily made fresh encroachments, had
recourse to duelling as if to assert their connection
with a chivalric and adventurous past, and the most
trivial, ridiculous, and shameful motives served as
pretexts for a renewal of the sanguinary struggles,
which had been originally inspired by a generous
courage and a loyal sympathy with justice.
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Fig. 129.—Single Combat to be decided by the judgment of

God.—From a Miniature in the “Conquétes de
Charlemagne,” a Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century, in
the National Library of Paris.

But we must go back to the time of the zenith of
the Middle Ages to see its tournaments, its tilts, and
its passages of arms. In the halcyon period of
chivalry, its sham fights, its courteous tournaments,
and its warlike exhibitions, occasioned many an
accident, and brought about many a fatal result.
History mentions a tournament in Germany where
sixty persons perished in a struggle waged with
weapons deprived of edge and point. No question of
mere gallantry, no point of honour, was involved in
the oldest tournaments on record (the tournament
was first alluded to in the chronicles of the reign of
Charles the Bald); no pomp of drapery, no brilliancy
of banner, adorned them then. No princesses, no
noble ladies, showed themselves in all their pride of
beauty and of dress around those ancient lists. The
tournament (in old French tournoiement) of those
days was merely a violent athletic pastime, in which
the iron men of that period measured their strength
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one against the other with sword strokes, with lance
thrusts, and with mace blows. But as the customs of
chivalry gradually softened the manners of the
nobility, so the primitive coarseness and roughness
of these trials of strength became modified and
regulated. Tradition declares that the tournament
properly so called was first inaugurated in Brittany in
the tenth century by Geoffrey, the Sire de Preuilli.
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Fig. 130.—“Here is shown how the king-at-arms, having on his
shoulder the gold cloth with the two leaders painted on
parchment, and in the four corners the arms of the said
judges, proclaims the tournament, and how the heralds
offer the arms of the said judges to whoever will take
them.”—Fac-simile of a Miniature in the “Tournaments of
King René,” a Manuscript of the Fifteenth Century in the
National Library at Paris.
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As a rule, tournaments were proclaimed, that is to
say published, a cor et a cri (Figs. 130 and 131),
either when a promotion of knights, or a royal
marriage, or a solemn entry of a sovereign into a
town took place; and the character of these
chivalrous festivals changed according to the time
and place at and in which they occurred. The arms
used on these occasions varied in a similar manner.
In France, the tournament lance was made of the
lightest and straightest wood, either fir, aspen, or
sycamore, pointed with steel, and with a pennant
floating from the end; whilst in Germany and in
Scotland they were made of the heaviest and
toughest wood, with a long iron pear-shaped point.
The tournament must not be confounded with the tilt
or joust (from the Latin juxta), which was a single
hand-to-hand combat, nor with the passage of arms,
in which several combatants, both on foot and on
horseback, were engaged, and imitated the attack
and defence of some military position, some pass, or
some narrow mountainous defile. Tilts usually
formed part of a tournament, and marked its close;
but there were also more complicated tilts, open to
all comers, which lasted for several days, and were
termed joutes pléniéres. As the ladies were the life and
soul of these tilts, the knights always terminated the
proceedings by a special passage of arms which was
termed the lance des dames; they were always ready
to pay this homage to the charms of the fair sex, and
frequently fought for them with sword, axe, and
dagger.
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Fig. 131.—He g the banners of the
four referees.—Fac-simile of a Miniature in the
“Tournaments of King René” (Fifteenth Century).
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= . ___————= = = =
.—The Banners and Helmets are ranged round a
cloister, and are then distributed by the judges, in the
presence of the ladies and those taking part in the
tournament.—Miniature from the “Tournois du Roi René,”
MS. of the Fifteenth Century, in the National Library, Paris.

The preparations for a tournament afforded an
animated and interesting picture. The lists, which at
first were of a round shape like the amphitheatres of
antiquity, were later constructed in a square, and
later still in an oblong form; they were gilded,
painted with emblems and heraldic devices, and
ornamented with rich hangings and historical
tapestries. While the lists were being prepared, the
knights who were to take part in the tournament, as
well as those who were to be only its spectators, had
their armorial banners hung up from the windows of
the houses in which they were putting up, and
affixed their coats of arms to the outer walls of the
neighbouring castles, monasteries, and cloisters.
When this was done, the nobles and the ladies went
round and inspected them (Fig. 132); a herald or a
pursuivant-at-arms named their owners, and if a lady
recognised any knight against whom she had any
ground of complaint, she touched his banner or his
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shield, in order to bring him under the notice of the
camp judges, and if, after an inquiry, he was found
guilty, he was forbidden to appear in the
tournament.

Coats of arms, which were striking characteristics
of chivalry, and which were adopted by the nobility
as one of its most striking attributes, had no doubt a
contemporaneous origin with the institution whose
emblem it became. It is supposed to have been in the
eleventh century, at the time of the First Crusade,
that the necessity of distinguishing between the
multitude of nobles and knights who flocked to the
Holy Land led to the invention of the different
heraldic colours and devices. Each Crusader chose
and kept his own particular emblem; these emblems
became the external marks of nobility, and were to
be seen everywhere—on the war tents, on the
banners, on the liveries, on the clothes, and on every
object belonging to a noble family. Hence the
language of heraldry, that figurative and
hieroglyphic jargon, incomprehensible to everybody
at that period except to professional heralds-at-arms.
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Fig. 133.—The Champion of the Tournament, from the
Collection entitled “Vita Imperatoris Maximiliani,”
engraved by Burgmayer from drawings by Albert Diirer
(Fifteenth Century).

On the eve of the tournament the youthful
esquires practised among themselves in the lists with
less weighty and less dangerous weapons than those
wielded by the knights. These preludes, which were
often graced by the presence of the ladies, were
termed éprouves (trials), vépres du tournoi
(tournament vespers), or escremie (fencing bouts).
The esquires who distinguished themselves the most
in these trials were frequently immediately admitted
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to the rank of knighthood, and allowed to take part
in the ensuing feats. Like the Olympic games of
Greece, tournaments, which were real popular
solemnities, excited the ambition and quickened the
pulses of all. Stands, usually roofed and closed in,
were erected at the ends of the lists to afford shelter
to persons of distinction in the event of bad weather.
These stands, sometimes built tower-shape, were
divided into boxes, and more or less magnificently
decorated with tapestry, hangings, pennants, shields
of arms, and banners. Kings, queens, princes, dames,
damoiselles, and the older knights, the natural judges
of the combats in which they could no longer take a
personal share, stationed themselves there. The camp
marshals and the seconds or 